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25% Off Isis 

Outerwear and Clothing 

10% of Isis Sales contributed to VT Hurricane Irene Fund 
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BURLINGTON. VERMONT 


THIS WEDNESDAY 


TICKETS 

www.flynncenter.org 

(802) 86- FLYNN | box office 
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3 MOUNTAINS. 1 COLLEGE PASS. 
$299 WITH STUDENT ID AND 
A LETTER FROM THE REGISTRAR. 
PRICE VALID THROUGH 11/07/11, 

$429 THEREAFTER. 

BUY YOURS AT 
TRIPLEMAJOR.COM 




^ Bolton Valley 

Verwiettfc N«Hw«lly- 

312" Average snowfall 
70 trails and glades 
Vemont's only night skiing 
Terrain Park open both day and night 
20 miles from Burlington, 

10 miles off 1-89 

JAY ^ PEAK 

378" Average Snowfall 
76 trails, glades and chutes 
2,000 feet of vertical 
60 passenger Tram 
75 minutes from Burlington 

MAD RIVER GLEN 


250" Average snowfall 

45 trails, glades and "Ski It If You Can" steeps 
The Single Chair & a Cool Vibe! 

2,000 Plus Vertical Feet 
45 minutes from Burlington 



FOLK ART • CONTEMPORARY • COUNTRY • GOURMET SPECIALTIES • PHOTOGRAPHY - FLORAL 




NOTCH 


eal value 
& terrain 

are closer than 
you might think. 


HVE MIRROR AF 


Purchase by 
Halloween & 


78 trails & 3 BIG mountains 
with wide novice runs, intermediate 
cruisers and narrow, twisting steeps. 

Purchase a Bash Badge and pay just 
$25 per day/ $15 per afternoon half day. 


smuggs.com/sklrlde • 1.800.523.2754 

the most affordable skiing & riding in Northern Vermont! 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 
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Hunger 

Mountain 


C arol Irons, a 71-year-old Albany resident oppi 
the Kingdom Community Wind project whic 
will install 21 wind turbines on Lowell Mount 
In May, state regulators approved the$163 million 
prefect: three-quarters of the people in nearby Lov 
have supported It 


a hunger strike on October 13. hoping to dr 
her opposition. 

As Ken Picard reported October 21 on Blurt the Seven 
Days staff blog. Irons is consuming only juice and watt 
'for as long as it takes' to stop construction. She told 
Picard that sheS less concerned with the visual impac 
the project than with its impact on wildlife, public heal 
and the environment. 

irons drew on her Native American heritage 
ment explaining her hunger strike: 'In the great circl 
around a mountain range, it is the healthy mountair 
her forests and waters and clean air that nurture all 
she wrote. 'We are part ofthat Great Web. When you I 
the Spirit of the Mountaia all the great circle around 



sevendaysvt.com/blurt. 

Also on the Seven Days website: Ken Picard's story from 
last week's paper, 'Occupy Lowell Mountain? Oespite Court 
Order, Opponents Camp Near GMP Blasting Zone.' 


facing 

T . • $189 

£ million 


COFFEE TIME 

Green Mountain 
Coffee Roasters 


founder Bob 
Stiller’s net worth 
hit SL3 billion. 
Too bed he pays 
taxes in Florida. 



"Clean Up Day,” 
Lt.Gov. Phil Scott 
alleged post-Irene 

mostly Republican. 
Hey.abackhoe 
is a backhoe... 


from a proposed 5.8 

can thank those 
"Occupy Board 
Room" protesters 
FACINGFACTS COMPILED 


That's how much money 
year, according to the AP. 


TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


Court Order, Opponents Camp Near GMP 
Blasting Zone - by Ken Picard. Protesters 
camp near the work site to stall progress on 


by Shay Totten. A state senator asks if 
Green Mountain Power and the Shumlin 
administration are a little too cozy. 

I. 'High-Rolling Obama Supporter Threatens 
to Pull the Plug Over Pipeline* by Kevin 


5. 'Mountain Road Gourmet" by Alice 
Levitt, Aprts-ski favorites in Stoweand 
Jeffersonville are going gastro. 


□ tweet of 
the week: 

©HSCCVT 

Love a black scats? SOX off black 
cat adoption fees all this week 
ITues-Sat)! Find out why they say 


3 








Tickets and information: 

tv.stowetheatre.com 
802-253-3961 

All seats S10. Plus 6% VT sales tax and 
. advance reservation fees whonappitable. 



SPECIAL 

I Large I -Topping Pizza 
1 Dozen Wings 
2 Liter Coke Product 

$ 19.99 


SEVEN DAYS ^ 



feed back 


STORY BEHIND THE AD 

I pity Miss Johnson's lack of vision 
[Feedback, “Irony on the Menu?” 
October 19]. Her letter last week shows 
that when she looks at our ad featuring 
a 10-year breast cancer survivor — my 
wife, Betsy - she sees irony. I see more 
than that. I see happiness, gratitude, 
community, generosity and humor. 

Betsy’s diagnosis opened our eyes 
to the physical and emotional pain 
caused by die diagnosis of cancer. It 
also exposed us to the great people at 
the Breast Care Center at Fletcher Allen 
and the compassionate and professional 
care they provide. All of us at Leunig's 
needed a way to show our appreciation 
and say thank you. 

In the restaurant business we don’t 
feel competent to cure cancer. Our 
focus is on the comfort and happiness 
of our neighbors. To that end we have 
been fortunate in being able to partner 
with Trinchero Family Estates, Farrell 
Distributing and many of the finest res- 
taurants in Vermont During the past 10 
years we, as a group, have donated over 
$125,000 to the Breast Care Center and 
the Vermont Cancer Survivor Network. 
This money has been directed to the 
support of local patients dealing with 
cancer treatments. Patients and their 
families have been provided wigs, post- 
surgical brassieres, educational material 
and great mental healdi support. We 

TIM NEWCOMB 


leave it to the caregivers to decide where 
the need is greatest, and we help them 
fiB that need. 

Each year, the staff at Leunig’s 
volunteers one day’s work to host a 
fashion show and wine dinner with all 
proceeds donated. Local stores dress 
our models, and Stephen & Bums does 
hair and makeup. All our models are 
men and women who are breast cancer 
patients. We all feel that the recogni- 
tion of the courage, determination and 
inner beauty all our models display is 
even more important than the money 
raised at this fashion show. We are 
proud of how our business community 
has come together in support of these 
patients. 

In our culture, “raising a glass" to 
toast success is tradition. We will not 
let the limited vision of one person 
stop us from celebrating, contributing 
and being grateful for the added time 
we have with our loved ones. We "raise 
a big glass” because our gratitude is 
so big. 

Bob Coni on 

WINOOSKI 

Conlon is manager of and a part- 
ner in Leunig's Bistro & Cafe. 


TUDOR TOURISM 

No mystery here [“Vermont Tourism 
Officials Lure Asian Visitors - With 
Tasha Tudor?” October 12]. The 
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Japanese absolutely go bonkers over 
Welsh corgis, which are a regular in 
Tasha Tudor’s work. Tasha Tudor is 
why I have two myself. 

John Lawson 

BURLINGTON 


POWELL V. NATURE 

Ken Picard's article on Green Mountain 
Power CEO Mary Powell [“Green 
Mountain Powell,” October 12] was 
a fluff piece glorifying an aggressive, 
cutthroat capitalist who smiles for the 
camera while facilitating the destruc- 
tion of nature for profit. Powell calls 
GMP "fast, fun and friendly" while slap- 
ping lawsuits and restraining orders on 
people trying to save the mountain they 
love in Lowell. 

Wake up, everyone! Utility-scale 
wind projects are just more green- 
washed industrial development, abet- 
ted by a complicit media that leads the 
public into stupefied complacency and 
blind us to what the corporate exploita- 
tion of nature really is: psychopathology. 
Join us on Lowell! 

Suzanna Jones 

WALDEN 


PROUD OF POWELL 

Over the past year I have seen Green 
Mountain Power and its CEO, Mary 
Powell, in the media a lot, but not 
until your “Green Mountain Powell" 
[October 12] story have all die pieces 
of die company's success been so 
clear to see. Obviously, Powell de- 
serves a ton of credit for all that she 
has accomplished since joining GMP 
in 1998. 

She lias displayed the type of leader 
ship we can only hope for from the rest 
of corporate America. The fact that the 
company's headquarters were restruc- 
tured to be more inclusive and less 
lavish speaks volumes about her busi- 
ness ethics — ethics that are seen far too 


FULL DISCLOSURE 

Sen. Tim Ashe, a candidate in the 
Burlington mayoral race, is the 
domestic partner of Seven Days 
publisher and coeditor Paula 
Routly. Routly is not assigning or 
editing stories or columns about 
Burlington politics for die duration 
of the campaign. Andy Bromage 
now has that role. 


infrequently in our country’s current 
corporate culture. 

It also appears as though the staff at 
GMP is following her lead. The response 
to die very small but vocal minority 
objecting to the wind project in Lowell 
lias been much more professional than 
the opponents' use of personal attacks 
on Mary. It’s fair to say that Annette 
Smidi and Lukas Snelling could learn a 
thing or two about real leadership from 
Powell. 

It just seems to me that she has 
a keen eye for making a good deal 
and knowing what the majority of 
Vermonters support, whether it be 
Kingdom Community Wind, the merger 
with Central Vermont Public Service, or 
the favorable contracts she negotiated 
widi Hydro-Quebec and Seabrook that 
will help keep utility rates low for busi- 
nesses in our state. 

We should consider ourselves lucky 
to have such a well-run company in the 
Green Mountain State. 

Ethan Maurer 

HUNTINGTON 


THE PROBLEM IS US 

[Re “Is Irene to Blame for Vermont’s 
Rising Unemployment? Yes and No," 
October 12]: The answer to that ques- 
tion is no! We the people have to stop 
blaming Mother Nature for our short- 
comings. We the people are the ones 
who can change our outcome. We the 
people are the ones to blame for all of 
the wacky weather we are having, and 
we the people are the ones who need 
to do something about it. I think the 
government officials need to look back 
on the Constitution and remember 
why they created it. It's time that we 
die people stop blaming other things 
for what we are doing wrong. Only we 
the people have the power to do any- 
thing about it. 

Sierra St. Francis 

ST. JOHNSBURY 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

. be 250 words or fewer: 

• respond to Seven Days content: 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback@sevendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days. P.O. Boxll64. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


THE LUXURY S60 

“WE'RE DOING OUR SHARE TO 
KEEP VERMONT’S ROADS BEAUTIFUL’’ 



VACCINE 

STUDY 

OUR COMMUNITY 
IS PART OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY. 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
FOR DENGUE FEVER 

Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


% 


A 1 Year Study with Two 
Doses of Vaccine or Placebo 
Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 
Screening visit. Dosing Visits 
and Follow-up Visits 
Up to $2,120 Compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 
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DJ SttVROS DPM / 01 A-OOG CAM 
SAT 10/29 PERRY NUNN 6PM 

THE VOODOO FIX 9PM 
DJ SHVROS mt / 01 A-DOG 12AM 
SUN 10/30 CLOSED 
MON 10/31 POLYESTER 7PM 

INDUS1RY NIGHT FT. R06BE I TIPM 
1UET1/I SUPER K 7PM 

BONJOUR-HU 10PM 
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ngton's Community & Economic Development Offic 
(Burlington Lead Program). 


Goddard 

College 


DISCOVER GODDARD 

FREE OPEN HOUSE 

9 am-3 pm 

Explore our degree programs, Plainfield, Vermont 
meet faculty, bring family and 4 RSV P by vistinggoddard.edu 


A HOUSING RESOURCE FOR VERMONT 
LANDLORDS, TENANTS AND MUNICIPALITIES 


www.rentalcodes.org 


Find information on: 

• Sanitation facilities 

• Building systems 

• Structural elements 

• Lead paint 


• Life safety 

• Mobile homes 

• Other health and 
safety concerns 





special 1st or a web developer. 

To help local companies fill these vacancies. Seven Days helped create the Vermont 
tcch JAM in 2008. This Job fair and tech expo brings together some ofthe state's most 
innovative companies under one roof: the fifthoneis this Friday and Saturday, October 28 
and 29. indowntown Burlington. In the process of organizing this event we discover local 
businesses that Vermonters I ikely never knew existed, from student-inspired start-ups to 
mulbmillion-dollar Vermont corporations quietly selling to customers around the world. 

Each year before the Jam. Seven Days' editorial staff explores the ways that technology 
is reshaping Vermont's economic, educabon and cultural landscape. This year’s tech Issue 
covers all of thoseangles — and then some. 

Andy Bromage profiles solar-powered draker labs, which has quadrupled its workforce 
— from 12 employees to morethan 50 — in the past year, and moved to a new, expanded 
office in Burlington's Maltex Building. KenPicard investigates fledgling PWNIE express. 
a Bane company specializing in cyber security, founded just last year— by a white-hat 
hacker. 

Is Vermont a plus ora minus when it comes to hiring? Kevin J. Kelley talks with fast- 
growing companies inside and outside of Chittenden County to find out. Someof their 
creative recruitment technioues may surprise you. 

Vermont's students definitely figure into the equabon. How are the state's schools — 
from elementary schools to colleges — preparing young peoplefor todays tech jobs? In 
Enosburgh and other northern Vermont towns, the/re passing out IPADS in class. Andy 
Bromage finds out why. 

Meanwhile, IBM fellow JOHN COHN crisscrosses the state to spread the word that 
engineeri ng is awesome. Megan James follows the SELF-DE scribed mad SCIENTIST into the 
vwodsto see his pumpkin-headed monster robot 

Freshly minted college grads are the best source of workers for Vermont tech companies, 
and Champlain Collegecertainly does Its part For the past few years the colleges popular 
e-gaming program has been working on cultivating a local gaming industry. Pamela 
Polston interviews assistant professor dev jana. who specializes in the sonic side ofthe 
subject Champ lain students are also at the forefront of trends in newly emerging media 
such as AUGMENTED REALITY. Ken Picard explains WTF that is. 

m the food section Alice Levitt visits Burlington's Rhino Foods factory to learn about 
certified research chef Dale ConoscentiS scientific method. And Conn Hirsch reviews a 
new crop of culinary apps. 

Also included in this issue: theTECH jam program guide. Read the company bios check 
out theschedule and come on down to the former Borders space this weekend to see 
what all ofthe fuss is about 


What's the deal with the pumpkin 
itirtlil on the cover? 

Is it real or computer generated? Welt it's a little bit of both. 

. . _ This year's tech issue happened to fall on the Wednesday 

before Hall oween so we wa nt ed a cover that com bi ned the two 
P ■j^Jbj themes. Our first thought was to carve the Tech Jam spaceman 

logo into a pumpkin but we took it a step further in the tech 
direction and had it laser-etched instead, thanks to Michael Perrault from ExactBuilt in 
Underhill. You can watch a short video of the process on the Seven Days website, or scan 
this OR code with your smartphone and itll take you there ... We went techie, too, in the 
way we lit up the pumpkin: with a refrigerator li ghtbulb i nstead of a candle. 
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Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 
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S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 
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You Switch 
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that profits for you, 
and not from you 
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LOOKING FORWARD 


FRIDAY 28 / 

Better Off Dead ( 

Looking for a Halloween ' 

Fright Fix? Death by Discois 
one of the most entertaining option 
Part trick-or-treat bash, part dance 


freaks. Polyester. Come in costume and 
hit up the big screens for a dose of the 
original Frankenstein — plus US the Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown, of course. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 46 


SATURDAY 29 

Dancers in 
the Dark 


at nighttime. Kneeling s 111:1 
a Grove, which explores ritui 
premieres In three open-air | 
on Saturday, complete with i 
live score for flute and harp. 
SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAC 


SATURDAY 29 

Laughing 

Matter 


Winstead Is taking a 


FRIDAY 28 

Stomping Grounds ( O ) 

Despite his place in the band's 
name Satan wont be at work 
when Santa Cruz Americana-punk trio 
the Devil Makes Three play this Friday. 

With the help of indie-bluegrass outfit the 
Toughcats and Vermont folksters Wooden 
Dinosaur.themuslclansworkto Stomp 
and Smash Irene - by way of raising 
money for affected small farmers. Well 
pound our feet to that. 

SEE THIS AN0 OTHER IRENE BENEFITS 


WEDNESDAY 2 

Fancy Footwork 

Skirts swirl, castanets dackandfeet 
stomp in Gypsy Fire, the newest from 
Spains Ballet Flamenco Jose Porcel. 
The sizzling show, featunng strutbng 
both sensual and aggressive, boasts 
all the drama and intrigue of a soap 
opera while giving a nod to the dance 
form's Andalusian heritage. iOM 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 50 


ONGOING 

Home, Sweet ( / . 
Home 

in the market for new digs? Andrew 
Raftery knows all about the home-buying 
process: the New England pnntmaker 
spent more than six years considering the 
ordeal for a five-part series of copper-plate 
engravings all about house hunting. His 
preliminary studies, done in a variety of 
media, Illuminate his painstaking atten- 
tion to detail in 'Open House.'on display 
at the Fleming Museum. 


THURSDAY Z7-SATURDAY 29 

Runaway Brides 

— just look at Aeschylus, the ancient 
Greek tragedian who. around 470 B£. 
penned The Suppliants. This taleof 
females thwarting their suitors gets 
an update in Charles Mee's Big Love 
(and. no. it has nothingto do with po- 
lygamy). Fifty brides are on the run in 
this fanciful comedy from Middlebury 
College's theater department. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 45 


CALENOAR 


MUSIC. 


MUST SEE, MUST 
DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY 
CAROLYN FOX 
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FAIR GAME open season ON VERMONT politics by: 


’TOTTEN 


the go-anywhere 
jean, literally. 



102 Church Sired I Burlington 
Open Monday-Salurday 10-7 Sunday 12-5 




For Sale by Owner 


F or sale: a small, liberal-minded 
municipality on the shores of a 
large - but not “great" - lake in 
North America. Many publicly 
owned amenities ready for privatization: 
a nine-mile bike path with ample lake 
frontage; a floating boathouse; the shell 
of a former coal-burning power plant 
ripe for redevelopment; a waterfront 
park with recent pedestrian upgrades; 
an "international" airport; a skating rink; 
beaches; an auditorium; sewer, water 
and electric utilities. Inquire about pack- 
age deals. Cash or check only. 

Welcome to die Burlington mayor's 
race of 2012, where at least one candi- 
date is tweaking the age-old campaign 
slogan "Burlington is open for business, 
but it's not for sale.” 

Republican mayoral candidate kurt 
wright last week shook up the race by 
letting voters know that, if elected, he 
would entertain the idea of selling die 
Burlington Electric Department 

His back-of-the-envelope guessti- 
mate is that the utility could net the city 
$100 million or more — a calculation 
BED disputes. 

"People have talked about it in the 
past, but I don't think the climate was 
right for this in the past and I think it is 
now," said Wright, noting the city’s pen- 
sion fund may be short by roughly $50 
million, and Burlington Telecom owes 
taxpayers $17 million with no immediate 
solution in sight 

Wright’s idea was roundly criti- 
cized by three of the four Democratic 
candidates for mayor and incumbent 
Progressive Mayor bob kiss. Democratic 
candidate miro Weinberger isn’t ready to 
sign on to such a proposal — yet But he 
didn't completely dismiss die idea. 

“The legacy of the Kiss administra- 
tion is that we have no choice but to 
consider highly unpleasant options," 
Weinberger said in an interview. 

Wright, a sitting city councilor and 
state lawmaker, also expressed interest 
in selling off Burlington International 
Airport and Memorial Auditorium. 

Why stop there? 

Burlington taxpayers are sitting on 
a gold mine! Heck, gold mines. Besides, 
public ownership of parks, waterfront 
hangouts and utilities is soooo 19th and 
20th century. 

Wright may be onto something. We 
need to think outside the box. To wit: 

The Community Boathouse: Perfect 
spot for a floating casino. 


Moran Plant: Justtheplace for a giant 
ice-climbing wall ... no, wait ... a casino 
with a giant ice-climbing wall as die cen- 
terpiece! Call it Cirque de Glace. 

Parking garages: Right next to the 
ticket dispenser ... slot machines! 

Burlington Bike Path: Think toll road. 
Those casinos don't build themselves, 

North Beach: Beachfront condos and 

The seriousness of Wright's proposal 
and the city’s financial troubles aside, 
I’m not sure folks in the Queen City are 
quite ready to gamble away public own- 
ership of these resources. 

I DON'T THINK 
THE CLIMATE 
WAS RIGHT TOR 
THIS IN THE PAST 
ID I II II IS HOW. 

KURT WRIGHT 


Keeping Up Appearances 

Concerns over the cozy relationship 
between Gov. peter shumun and Green 
Mountain Power has driven a wedge be- 
tween two powerhouse pols: the gover- 
nor and state Sen. vince illuzzi (R-Essex/ 
Orleans). 

As noted in last week’s Fair Game, 
Illuzzi filed a last-minute petition asking 
the Public Service Board to appoint a 
special counsel to represent ratepay- 
ers, given the appearance of “conflicts 
of interest" between GMP and Team 
Shumlin. 

First, a GMP exec is working for 
Shumlin to help coordinate rebuilding 
efforts post-Irene; and second, the hus- 
band of Department of Public Service 
Commissioner Liz miller is a managing 
partner in the law firm diat represents 
GMP in regulatory matters. Miller’s de- 
partment is supposed to represent rate- 
payers and the public interest in utility 
cases argued before the PSB. 

Shumlin spokeswoman susan allen 
said the governor is disappointed in 
Illuzzi's petition. 

“Gov. Shumlin and Sen. Illuzzi have 


a longtime and close relationship,” 
Allen told Fair Game. “The governor 
was astonished to learn that Sen. Illuzzi 
had decided to spearhead an effort to 
impugn the integrity of the administra- 
tion in connection with the proposed 

“That's ridiculous. No one is ques- 
tioning their competency or integrity,” 
Illuzzi responded. “It's a very simple 
concern that we believe there is an ap- 
pearance of a conflict of interest." 

Commissioner Miller and Gov. 
Shumlin said they wished Illuzzi had 
reached out to the administration with 
Ills concerns before going public with 
his petition. 

Guess what? He did reach out 

Fair Game has learned that Illuzzi was 
scheduled to meet with Shumlin, Miller, 
several other top Shumlin aides and Rep 
tony Klein (D-East Montpelier), who, like 
Illuzzi, has concerns about the ownership 
of Vermont Electric Power Company, 
the state’s electric transmission network, 
post-merger. The meeting was scheduled 
for 1 p.m. on Monday, October 17 — just 
hours before the deadline to file the inter- 
vention petition. Late Friday, the meeting 
was canceled 

Emails obtained by Fair Gamechalked 
it up to a scheduling conflict. But Allen 
said it had more to do with Illuzzi's in- 
volvement in the petition — a petition, 
if you recall, backed by two former DPS 
public advocates who served under 
Democratic governor Madeleine kunin. 

“Given Sen. Illuzzi’s political postur- 
ing, we determined that his presence at 
a meeting would be counterproductive,” 
said Allen. 

Or maybe they were hoping to run 
out the clock, given that die deadline to 
file the petition was less than five hours 
after the scheduled meeting with the 
gov? 

If that was the intent, it backfired. 
Illuzzi tells Fair Game he decided to file 
die petition after Team Shumlin can- 
celed the meeting. 

“That very frankly tipped me toward 
moving ahead. I made the decision to file 
on Sunday. I filed Monday,” Illuzzi told 
Fair Game. “Had we held the meeting, I 
very well may not have filed the petition. 
It’s hard to say.” 

On Friday, just four days after Illuzzi 
filed his petition, the Shumlin administra- 
tion officially apposed Illuzzi’s request. 

Responding for die Department of 
Public Service, public advocate john 
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made, nor is there factual support for 
a finding, that the commissioner's 
husband has a financial interest in any 
entity subject to supervision of the de- 
partment (or board), or financially ben- 
efits from the outcome of any individual 
matter before the board, 
when diis merger or any 
other regulatory matter is 
handled by other members 
of his law firm." 

That's not exactly how eric miller, 
commissioner Miller's husband, ex- 
plained his role at the firm of Sheehey 
Furlong & Behm, which represents 
GMP. 

“Although other lawyers in this 
firm do represent clients in regulatory 
proceedings, I am screened off of all of 
those matters and do not participate in 
them in any way,” Eric Miller wrote in 
an email to Fair Game. 

He added, “While I do derive some 
indirect economic benefit from the fees 
concerning matters on which I do no 
work, none of those fees are dependent 
in any way on the positions taken by 
the Department of Public Service or 
its commissioner, or who the commis- 

In other words, the law firm gets paid 
whedier Green Mountain Power wins 

But, as iUuzzi points out in his peti- 
tion, he's not claiming that anyone is on 
the take. Rather, the “appearance" of a 
conflict of interest is enough to warrant 
a special counsel, he argues. 

We’ll see if the Public Service Board 
agrees. 

Party Pooper 

The four Democratic horsemen, er, can- 
didates for mayor of Burlington squared 
off for the first time last week before a 
crowd of more than 100. One question 
asked at die debate - and on die minds 
of many Democrats — is whether the 
fusion candidate, state Sen. tim ashe 
(D/P- Chittenden), would unequivocally 
support die winner of the caucus. 

Ashe began the evening by saying he 
wouldn’t apologize for his Progressive 
past, and dien proceeded to do just 
that — repeatedly. He even defended 
himself against anonymous online 
comments, taking pains to note that he 
doesn't make Mayor Bob Kiss breakfast, 
nor does he have tattoos of che guevara 
on his forearms. He even rolled up his 
sleeves to prove it 

The other three Democrats — City 
Councilor bram kranichfeld. state Rep. 
jason lorber and airport commissioner 
and housingdeveloper Miro Weinberger 
- unequivocally said they'd support the 


November 13 caucus winner. 

Ashe hedged. 

“A compact diat a candidate in this 
caucus should live up to is to support 
the nominee as long as diere is a high- 
road campaign," said Ashe. A candidate 
who takes the “low road” shouldn't be 
guaranteed endorsements, 
then? 

Given their middle-of- 
the-road campaign so for, I 
think Ashe and the other Ds 
should worry more about being run over 
by oncoming traffic than each other. 

(Ashe is the domestic partner of 
Seven Days publisher Paula Routly. See 
disclosure on page 7). 

Lamoille’s Labors 
Gov. Peter Shumlin has brought new 
meaning to the term “bully pulpit" with 
his constant harangue that roughly 
80 unionized slate employees drop a 
grievance against his administration for 
being refused extra pay for emergency 
work provided post-Irene. 

For some labor-friendly Democrats, 
the governor's stance is unacceptable. 

At a meeting last week, the Lamoille 
County Democratic Committee - 
home to House Speaker shap smith and 
Shumlin adviser susan bartlett — unan- 
imously approved a resolution asking 
the governor and others to “desist from 
castigation of the efforts of working 
Vermonters” to file a grievance and seek 
adjudication from the Vermont Labor 
Relations Board. It also offered unquali- 
fied support for the right of state work- 
ers to file a grievance in order to seek 
clarity about contract language. 

The Vermont Democratic Party State 
Committee will be asked to pass an 
identical resolution at its November 5 
meeting, said peter burgess, who chairs 
the Lamoille County committee. 

“It probably doesn’t have much of a 
chance to pass, because it's hard to criti- 
cize the governor when he's your guy," 
said Burgess. “I feel a little like Butch 
Cassidy. I'm in the barn and I’m out of 
bullets, but I’m going to give it a shot 
anyway." © 


B Can't wait till Wednesday for the 

NewsChannel S on Tuesday nights during 
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Are you anxious or jumpy? Withdrawn? 
Not enjoying things? Can’t sleep? 

FREE PTSD TREATMENT STUDY 
FOR 0IF/0EF VETERANS 


Weill Cornell Medical College and University of Vermont College of 
Medicine are seeking adults for a research study of treatment for 
posttraumatic stress disorder. Receive 12 FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 
individual therapy sessions via videoconferencing, plus either a low-dose 
antibiotic (D-Cycloserine) or placebo. We are testing whether psychotherapy 
plus this drug is more effective than psychotherapy alone. 

Interested? Call Dr. Megan Olden at 212-821-0786 
(meo9011@med.cornell.edu) or Dr.Terry Rabinowitz, 
at 802-847-4727 for a free evaluation. 

Weill Cornell Medical College 1RB protocol no. 0802009646, approved 05^)2/2008. 


local matters 

iPads for All: Public Schools in Northwestern 
Vermont Make Education Interactive 


BY ANDY BROMAGE 


T he students in Jennifer Skerrctt’s 
eighth-grade social studies 
class at Bellows Free Academy 
in Fairfax are taking a vocabu- 
lary quia. The lesson is the American 
Revolution, and the terms are economic 
ones such as “supply" “demand," “import" 


In s< 


s, the st 


dents would be scratching out answers on 
paper with pencils. The quizzes would go 
home with the teacher, and die kids would 
get their grades in a day or two. 

But on a recent Monday morning, 
there isn't a pencil in sight. Instead, each 
student is taking the quiz on a brand-new 
iPad supplied by the school. Students are 
working in groups, dieir iPads synched 
to the teacher's, and each group's score is 

Skerrett calls it the “space race” be- 
cause each group is represented by a car- 
toon spacecraft. The more answers they 
get right, die faster die ship zooms across 
the screen. 

The exercise gives Skerrett an instant 
read on how well the class understands the 
terminology so she can tailor her teaching 
accordingly and focus on the students who 
aren't getting it Plus, she says, the kids 
love die game. 

“I never would have thought space- 
ships going across a screen would be so ex- 
citing for eighth graders," Skerrett remarks 
during abreak in the action. 

Bellows Free Academy Fairfax, part 
of the Franklin Northwest Supervisory 
Union, is just one of several Vermont 
schools employing iPads in die classroom. 
The Vermont Department of Education’s 
technology coordinator, Peter Drescher, 
says he doesn't know how many other 
schools are doing the same - and won't 
until he gets results from an annual survey 
in December. But he's certain the number 

At BFA Fairfax, i Pa ds were issued to 
every seventh and eighth grader — and 
their teachers - at the start of this school 
year. In nearby Fletcher, fifth and sixth 
graders got them, too. 

The plan is to add a grade a year until 
all students in the district have their own 
iPads, says superintendent Ned Kirsch. 
Starting this week, students will be able 
to earn the privilege of taking their iPads 

“I love technology," says Kirsch. “I see 
it in my own kids. Their whole world is a 
digital world. You walk into schools and 
it’s the opposite. I want to change that" 

BFA Fairfax middle school princi- 
pal Tom Walsh is equally jazzed about 
iftids and their power to get kids more 



excited about learning, in and outside the 
classroom. 

Walsh also believes iPads can level die 
socioeconomic playing field. 

“It doesn’t matter what land of home 
you come from. Everyone has the same 
access. Everyone has the same tools," he 
says during a lour of the school, “lb me, 
public schools are die last bastion of equity 
in education." 

Next door to Skerrett^ classroom, an 
eighth-grade language-arts class is en- 
gaged in iPad learning games. One student 
is playing "Words With Friends,” a cross- 
word game similar to Scrabble. At a desk 
alone, a your® boy is engrossed in “Madi 
Ninja,” a game whose objective isto defend 
a treehouse using martial-arts weapons. 

Walsh asks the boy what he likes about 
the game. “You get to viciously attack cats 
and dogs with throwing stars and swords." 
the kid says with a perfeedy straight face. 


To reach die next level however, the 
player must answer basic madi questions, 
such as 22 divided by II. 

“Not really rigorous learning," Walsh 
says, “but if you've got downtime, there's 
worse things you could be doing.” 

Seventh grader Elizabeth Skerrett, the 
teacher's daughter, is working on a script 
for a two-person movie she and a class- 
mate are making about a job interview. 
They’re writing die script on the NotePad 
app, shooting it with the iPad's camera and 
editing the final cut using iMovie. 

In the old days, the girls would prob- 
ably perform their skit live in front of their 
peers. But now, “If we mess up. we don’t 
have to worry about embarrassing our- 
selves in front of the class,” Skerrett says. 

Franklin Northwest dropped a chunk 
of change buying the iRids - around 
$125,000 for 200 tablets this year, or $500 


apiece — and spent another $40,000 build- 
ing a schoolwide Wi-Fi system. But the dis- 
trict did it without raising taxes by leaving 
vacant positions unfilled and making other 
cuts here and there. Kirsch says. Finding 
$125,000 every year — in order to bring 
additional grades online — will be harder. 

The district had been issuing Netbook 
laptop computers to students - and still 
does in lower grades — but Kirsch sees 
distinct advantages to die iPad, including 
longer battery life and less time required 
to boot up and log on. BFA students' iPads 
come loaded with 90 apps, includingemail 
and an Internet browser, but no Facebook 
or Twitter. 

Rural Vermont might seem an un- 
likely place to find high-tech classrooms, 
but towns such as Enosburgh have been 
early leaders in the adoption of the so- 
called “1-to-l” iPad initiative. Enosburgh, 
which is part of the Franklin Northeast 
Supervisory Union, was die first town in 
the state to issue iPads to every student in 
the high school - about 350 — as well as 60 
students in elementary school. Even kin- 
dergarteners in Enosburgh have access to 
iPads, which they use to learn the alphabet, 
says Robert Gervais, director of technology 
for town schools. 

Gervais says the "engagement factor” 
of iPads has reduced "gossiping” and other 
time wasters in the classroom. He even 
credits the iPad for a 67 percent drop in 
disciplinary actions at the high school this 
year. It's worth mentioning: If a kid breaks 
a school-issued iPad through negligence, 
the student's parents have to pay for it. 

"I’ve had discussions with administra- 
tors who handle the discipline issues, and 
they think a lot of it has to do with being 
responsible for a $500 device, and less of 
the 'knock the book out of the hands of 
the kid walking down die hall’ kind of at- 
titude," Gervais says. 

Not all parents were thrilled about the 
idea — or the potential price tag - of en- 
trusting their middle schoolers with iPads. 
AngelaBaker,whowas“alittlehesitant”for 
her 11-year-old daughter, a seventh grader 
at Bellows Free Academy Fairfax whom 
her mother describes as a "good student" 

school has “skyrocketed" because of the 
iPad, her mother acknowledges. Still she 
worries about her daughter's safety. 

“I’m a state trooper, so I know a lot 
of things that most parents don't know," 
Baker says. “While an iPad — while tech- 
nology — can be incredible, it can also get 
you in a lot of trouble," 

In the 200-student Essex North 
Supervisory Union - serving the far-flung 
towns of Norton, Lemington, Canaan. 
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Q&A: UVM Robotics 
Researcher Josh Bongard by Ken Picard 



H ow and why did life on Earth evolve in 
the myriad ways it did? Would creatures 
develop in the same ways, and with the same 
anatomical structures, if we could replay evo- 
lution over and over again? And can humans 
create robots that not only evolve and learn 
but eventually become sentient? 

These are just a few of the heady ques- 
tions that University of Vermont robotics 
researcher Josh Bongard wrestles with 
every day. Little wonder, then, that on 
October 14, Bongard was one of 94 winners 
of the Presidential Early Career Award for 
Scientists and Engineers. The White House 
honor came with a $500,000 research grant. 

(And in case you're wondering, no, that's not Bongard's Lamborghini parked out- 
side of Votey Hall) 

This week, the 37-year-old Toronto native took a short break from his research 
in UVM's Morphology. Evolution and Cognition Lab to talk about his work and the 
future o f "computational evolution." He'll be one of 1 1 speakers featured at the sold- 
out TEDxUVM event on Friday, October 28. at Fletcher Allen's Davis Auditorium. 
The talks will be live-streaming in the lunch lounge area at the Vermont Tech Jam. 


SEVEN DAYS: What's the nature of the robotic devices you build? 

JOSH BONGARD: Instead of making robots, what we build are virtual worlds 
where robots evolve. My interest in robotics has been conceptual: How did Mother 
Nature go about creating complex machines, which arc animals and plants, and can 
we borrow some of her ideas to do the same thing in simulation? Like how ancient 
humans bred dogs from wolves, can we breed robots in simulation to do useful tasks 


SD: Do you believe it's possibleto build what Isaac Asimov once called the 
■positronic brainT 

JB: You mean build something of human-level intelligence? 1 do believe it’s pos- 
sible. What we’re more likely to sec first in the coming decades are animal robots, 
simple robots that are fixing roads or operating on construction sites, things like 
that I think we’ll see ever-more-sophisticated robots that can do more for us. And, 
eventually somethingof human-level intelligence. But it’ll be a longtime coming ® 


(Read the full interviewon Blurt.) Read more excerpts from Blurt »P.T7 


Brunswick and Bloomfield — technology 
coordinator Ibm Mays is hoping to intro- 
duce iltods districtwide by next year. 

Mays firmly believes that "an under- 
standing of technology is more important 
now than ever," but admits the demo- 
graphics and lack of high-speed Internet 
access in that section of die Northeast 
Kingdom present challenges to integrat- 
ing technology into education. Some kids 
would take their iPads home to a fully 
wired household, while others would find 
the tablets all but useless the second they 
left school. Mays says. 

'The students are digital natives. They 
are bom into a digital world," says Mays. 
"The parents — some of them are on the 
cusp of being digitaL Some of them have 
absolutely no idea. They spend most 


of their time cutting down trees in the 
middle of the woods.” 

Will iPads actually improve learning? 
And how will schools measure that? 

"That's the hard part." says Walsh, the 
Fairfax principal. He says that progress 
can be calculated through levels of stu- 

benchmorks. 

Grabbing kids’ attention with flashy 
new iPads is the easy part; but for it to 
work, teaching has to change, too. 

“If we’re just going to have kids sit- 
ting in rows, the teacher lecturing. iPads 
are not worth it," Kirsch says. “But if we 
have kids answering real-world problems, 
making relevant what they do in class, 
having it project based, that's when they 
become part of what you're doing." ® 
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local matters 


A New Law Sponsored by Sen. Leahy 
Targets “Patent Trolls” 


BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 


§ 


T echnological innovators in 
Vermont and other states are 
under attack from nefarious 
forces known as "patent trolls." 
These entities don't actually invent 
anything; instead, they’re often just bands 
of lawyers who buy up passe Is of patents — 
the broader the better - and then threaten 
to sue their prey for infringement 

"It's legalized extortion." declares 
Jerry Tarrant, chief financial officer of 
MyWebGrocer. “It's a huge injustice that's 
killing jobs and stifling innovation.” 

Tarrant’s Winooski-based provider of 
digital services to retail grocers has been 
beset by four troll syndicates that claim die 
company has violated patents they hold. 
MyWebGrocer has had to lay out S40.000 
in legal fees to beat back the pests. 

"I got off cheaply,” Tarrant says. His 
investments in defense have apparendy 
persuaded three sets of trolls to back off. 
Two of them have had to focus their full 
attention on counterattacks launched by 
tech titans Google and Microsoft, Tarrant 
notes. The fourth plaintiff "actually 
listened to reason” and became convinced 
that it had no grounds for charging 
MyWebGrocer with patent infringement, 
Tarrant says. 

The trolls bank on finding a target’s 
“pain point” explains Peter Kunin. a 
Burlington attorney with Downs Rachlin 
Martin who specializes in intellectual 
property law. That's the dollar amount 
that a company is willing to pay as an 
out-of-court settlement in order to avoid 
the greater expense of lawyering up for a 
full-scale federal slugfest Tarrant reckons 
that a patent troll might want a $250,000 
payout to go away, which would be about 
half of what a mark might have to spend 


Trolls often aren't bluffing about taking 
a company like MyWebGrocer to court. 
They know they can find a favorable 
venue for their lawsuits in the federal 
court system’s eastern district of Texas, 
where juries are "eager to grant huge 
damage awards" to parties claiming patent 
infringement, Kunin notes. 

typically are not 
well versed in 


the i 


;s of 
patent law and 
may conclude 
that a claim does 

when it covers 
an everyday 


shopping. Plenty 
of patents 

have indeed 

been issued for 


KILLING JOBS 
AND STIFLING 
INNOVATION. 

JERRY TARRANT, MYWEBGROCER 


equipped to rigorously review the 500,000 
patent applications it receives annually. 
It would cost many billions of dollars to 
ensure close examination of every claim. 
Plus, there's no adversarial dimension 
in the patent-granting process. The only 
party represented in the proceeding, is 
the legal team that's filed an application 
on behalf of an 

Many patents 


for intellectual 
property. 
Without them, 
small-scale 


not unique and 

may have been devised by hundreds of 
different developers, notes Alan Cote, 
founder of Green Mountain Innovations, 
a patent advisory service. He offers the 
hypothetical example of "a guy who’s 
selling wood pellets out of his barn in 
Morrisville.” A troll who holds a patent 
on wood-pellet production might then 
threaten the Morrisville dealer with a 
lawsuit 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
did issue a large number of Internet- 
related and software patents in the late 
1990s that were probably not justified, 
Cold says, lb many outsiders, the federal 
agency appears overwhelmed and ill 


trolls often say 

they’re guarding against 

Sen. Patrick Leahy has led a long- 
running effort to improve the quality 
of patents issued by the federal agency 
and thus protect the rights of legitimate 
inventors. Leahy’s legislation finally 
became law last month, with President 
Obama signing the first comprehensive 
reform of the patent system in 60 years. 

The America Invents Act "will make it 
more difficult for patent trolls to harass the 
software industry and others,” Leahy said 
in a statement. "This will improve every 
sector of our economy, in Vermont and 
across the country." 

But Vermont attorneys who defend 


trolls' intended victims doubt that the 
Leahy law will be effective in halting the 
onslaught Its only significant anti-troll 
provision prohibits infringement suits 
from being filed against more than one 
company at a time. Trolls have in the past 
routinely taken the money-saving route 
of simultaneously suing hundreds of 
businesses. That change alone won't do 
enough to dissuade trolls from threatening 
innovators, says Larry Meier, chairman of 
the intellectual property group at Downs 
Rachlin Martin. 

Vermont does account for a significant 
share of patents issued in the United 
States. In fact, it receives more on a per- 
capita basis than any other state. 

“I wish I could tell you it's because 

innovators," Cote says, “but it’s mostly 
because IBM gets patents for all sorts of 
things at its Essex plant" Even so, Cote 
adds. Vermont's countercultural groove 
docs encourage the nonconformist 
thinking that leads to innovation. He cites 
Jake Burton Carpenter's pioneering of the 
snowboard industry as a prime example. 

Vermont Teddy Bear Company, in 
Shelburne, also received patents in 1999 
for various stuffed-animal designs, while 
Revision Eyewear in Essex got a patent in 
2007 for die protective goggles it developed 
for the U.S. military. And then there's 
Samuel Hopkins, the Vermonter granted 
the first patent issued in the United States. 
It was awarded to the Pittsford resident on 
July 31, 1790. under a patent statute signed 
into law by President George Washington 
three months earlier. 

method of making potash, a form of 
potassium used for millennia as ableaching 
agent and ingredientin soap.® 



Vermont Naturopathic Clinic 

is pleased to welcome Michael Stadtmauer, n.d„ lac! 


Dr. Stadtmauer’s comprehensive Functional Medicine approach utilizes the latest in 
diagnostic testing with the most current research in how those results fit together 
to provide a complete understanding of your hormone imbalances, immune 
system function, gut function, and metabolism. Through this understanding he can 
accurately identify the cause of illness and more effectively treat it. 

Call us today at our new location in South Burlington to discover how 
naturopathic care can work for you! 
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Champlain College Opens 
Digital Forensics Lab by Ken Picard 

L et the digital sleuthing 
begin! 

Champlain College has 
just opened a Center for 
Digital Investigation in 
Burlington's South End — a 
high-tech lab that lets stu- 
dents work on real-life fo- 
rensics investigations. Run 
by veteran digital forensic 

Rajewski and Michael Wilkinson. "C3DI" teaches students how to examine 
digital evidence the same way cops look at fingerprints, murder weapons and 
DNA. It's part of a new curriculum in digital forensics the college launched in 

Examiners like Rajewski and Wilkinson are often hired by police — or attor- 
neys in civil cases — to access the contents of digital devices, from smartphones 
to network servers, without altering the original data. Although C3DI students 
can't be assigned to criminal cases, they receive the same training and use the 



clearances that they can’t even tell me," says Rajewski. © 
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Occupy Burlington Plans to 
Actually Occupy Something by shay Totten 



they have it. They'll be congregating on the south side of the park, so as not to 
interfere with the farmers market on Saturday. 

When asked about the purpose of the occupation, an organizer who identi- 
fied himself as Will replied, “That’s a good question. We're open to suggestions.” 

This is the status of the “Occupy" movement that is bringing together so- 
cialists and libertarians, peaceniks and labor activists, veterans and students. 
There is no one unifying message, platform or list of easy-to-recite demands. 
But in general, the crowd wants justice and fairness and for big government 
and big business to stop messing with little folk. 

What other spots invite occupation? The University of Vermont, Vermont 

people who attended last Sunday’s rally. 

“There are other places we are thinking to occupy that might get us into 
trouble,” said Will. “Because of that, we’re not saying where that might be in 
order to keep the element of surprise on our side.” © 
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Blood Countess Opera Premieres, 
24 Years in the Making 

BY ALICE LEVITT 

B ack in 1987. DENNIS bathory-kitsz 

first told his father, Zoltan, that 
he was planning to write an opera 
about Erzsebet Bathory. the 
legendary Hungarian "blood countess." 

Zoltan and his father had long whispered 
about the possibility that their family 
was descended from Erzsebet who was 
widely known as the female equivalent of 
Romania’s Vlad Tepes. the inspiration for 
Dracula. She died imprisoned in a castle 
in 1614 at the then-advanced age of 54. 

Erzsdbet had been accused of torturing 
and murdering hundreds of young women, 
then bathing in their blood to preserve her 

’That’s one of the things that intrigued 
me," says Bathory-Kitsz, who lives in 
Northfield. He speaks quickly and with 
an impish smile that rarely fades. “It was 
one of those thills talked about in very 


IMi 


outlining two previous versions of his 
opera, Bathory-Kitsz allotted himself 
only two months to write the score in the 
summer of 2010. “I'm very fast," he ex- 
plains, a fact lie proved when he wrote 100 
commissioned pieces in 2007 for his “We 
Arc All Mozart” project. 

However, he did hit some speed bumps 
while composing Erzsebet. A team of roof- 
ers, who were supposed to finish work on 
Bathory- Kitsz's house before he started 
scoring the opera, continued well past 
their original deadline. ‘They were pound- 
ing away," he says. “My studio is upstairs 
and stuff is falling down on me as I’m 
trying to compose this thing. 1 just turned 
the fury into the score." 

Anne Decker conducted the VERMONT 
contemporary music ensemble's first re- 
hearsal of the work last week atELLEY-LONG 
MUSIC CENTER in Colchester. Screaming 



shadowy kind of talk." There w 
little proof of Erzsebet’s 
alleged crimes, but her 
interest in language 
and herbalism, 
and her suc- 
cessful defense 
of Hungary 
against f 
Ottoman 
invasion. 


Decades of research, including 
visits to Csejte Castle in 
present-day Slovakia, 
where the countess 
died, inform the 
libretto, which 


Plattsburgh Celluloid Enthusiast Promises 
Truly Weird Halloween Program 


§ 


A ndy macoougall loves 16-mil- 
limeter films — the kind that 
come on “bulky reels” and 
need to be threaded through 
projectors. In 1978, when he was in high 
school, the Plattsburgh, N.Y., native col- 
lected old newspapers to raise money to 
rent movies. He screened them for his 
fellow students after hours on school 

In the ensuing decades, movies got 
lighter, cheaper, more accessible - they 
became tapes, discs and finally just strings 
of streamable data. But to MacDougall. 
now 49, “movies" are still film reels. He 
collects 16-millimeter prints, screens 
them — these days, at Plattsburgh’s North 
Country Food Co-op - and advocates for 

For the past 20 years, MacDougall and 
a shifting cast of cohorts have called their 
film series Illegitimate Son of Mystery 
Science Theater 3000 (ISOMST3K). The 
name is an allusion to the geek-canon 
cable TV show where comedians offered 
sardonic running commentary on grade-Z 
films via puppets. 

Now, MacDougall says, he's renam- 
ing his group the 16-Millimeter Shriners 

giving locals a chance to watch movies the 
old-fashioned way. in a communal, analog 
experience. “We’re trying to create this 



throwback to the old days of what movie- 
going was all about.” MacDougall says. 

The group's Halloween- themed event 
on October 29. "Fear in Three Acts,” will 
offer fodder for ridicule but also genuine 
film appreciation. MacDougall will start 
die night with Don't Be Afraid of the Dark, 
the 1973 cult horror film that inspired 
Guillermo del Toro’s recent remake. “We 
don’t really want people showing up to 


laugh at that movie,” says MacDougall 
- who. at one memorable screening of 
Hitchcock's The Birds, promised to toss 
“guano” (actually oatmeal) at anyone who 
dared snicker. 

Laughter will be welcome in the re- 
mainder of die program, however, when 
MacDougall test-screens two shorts he's 
altered, turning diem into somediing far 
stranger than their creators intended. He 


transformed a low-budget apocalyptic 
feature into "End of the World: The 
Special Addiction,” and added sadrical 
tide cards to archival footage of a woman 
speaking in tongues to “translate” her gib- 
berish. Finally, MacDougall will seek feed- 
back on a new project: gene splicing two 



THROWBACK 10 THE 
OLD DAYS OF WHAT 
MOVIEGOING 


WAS ALL ABOUT 

ANDY MACDOUGALL 

vintage trailers for The Towering Inferno 
and The Parallax View into a single com- 
mentary on 9/11 conspiracy theories. 

MacDougall doesn't undertake these 
transformations with editing or animation 
software. Instead, he physically manipu- 
lates ’disparate bits of film” into what he 
calk “collages of projected clip art.” lb 
produce thought balloons above actors’ 
heads, he scratches the emulsion side of 
the print For “special effects," he exposes 
the emulsion to fluorescent light. 


GOTANARTSTIP7ARTNEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


clarinet and an animalistic drumbeat 
tore through the lush, folksy Hungarian 
melody that opens the opera. 

In 1999, soprano USA jablow convinced 
Bathory-Kitsz to compose his piece as a 
monodrama. Under the direction of ann 
harvey. the singer performs the entire 
75-minute, intermission-less piece alone 
on stage, describing visits with Johannes 
Kepler, her children and ultimately the 
murder of a noblewoman that doomed her 
to imprisonment 

The eight-piece arrangement includes 
a cimbalom, an eastern European string 
instrument similar to a hammered dul- 
cimer, which Bathory-Kitsz says is key 
to invoking the opera's time and place. 
Unfortunately, Vermont is something of 
a cimbalom wasteland, so Bathory-Kitsz 
built his own, digitally, by installing real 
cimbalom sounds into a keyboard. 

It wasn't cheap, and neither were the 
musicians, lighting, costumes and sets, 
the combined cost of which added up to 
about S9000 per performance. A year 
and a half ago, Bathory-Kitsz tried his 
first Kickstarter campaign, then another. 


but neither was successful. He ultimately 
relied on the opera's own website, but as of 
last week, was still more than $4300 short 
Bathory-Kitsz now has 140 sponsors in 23 
countries. Very few are Vermonters. "I’m 
better known elsewhere," he says with a 

Immediately following this weekend's 
premiere in Vermont Bathory-Kitsz will 
begin raising money for a performance 
already approved by the town council in 
Cachtice, Slovakia, home of Csejte Castle. 
If the early performances of Erzsebet are 
successful, Bathory-Kitsz hopes toone day 
convert it into a fully populated, three-act 
opera. With any luck, the wait next time 
won’t be as long ® 


B Erzsebet: A Monodrama. Friday. 

October 28. at 8 p.m„ Hyde Park Opera 
House: Saturday October 29. atS pm, 
Haybarn Theater in Plainfield: Sunday. 
October 30. at 4 p.m.. Main Street Landing 
Black Box Theater in Burlington, bathory.org 


MacDougall’s group currently has four 
core members, but many other film enthu- 

he says. They helped MacDougall write 
quips for ISOMST3K screenings. So did 

G reater Burlington has no cellu- 
loid-devoted film society, but 
it does have one upcoming doozy 
of a Halloween-themed screen- 
ing. BURLINGTON PSYCHOTRONIC 
RES EARCH ( formerly of Montpeli er) i s 
presenting Hausu (House) "in mind- 
melting HD." The 1977 Japanese 
horror film, written and directed by 
Nobuhiko Obayashi with inspiration 
from his preteen daughter's night- 
mares, is mind melting in its own 
way. (Three words: psychedelic killer 
lampshade.) A cash bar, free pop- 
corn and costumes should enhance 
the experience. 

W ho needs Paranormal Activity 
3? On Halloween. Burlington's 
OWEN MULLIGAN will release his 
latest horror short on YouTube. 
'Night of the Vampire' purports to 
be found footage from the camera 
of two hikers who met a nasty fate 
in the woods near Bennington, but 
not before capturing evidence of .. 
well, we'll find out Mulligan, whose 
short 7*1 idnight Roadkill'got exposure 
last spring on Ain't It Cool News, filmed 
■Vampire" for about $400 in Very 
remote and rugged terrain," he says. 
Check it out at youtube.com/user/ 
deadfi or deadfi.com. 


his students in the now-defunct Inmate 
Higher Education Program — prisoners 
at the Clinton Correctional Facility in 
Dannemora, whom MacDougall claims 
“were pretty witty writers." 

MacDougall had a parallel career at 
die Plattsburgh Pivss-Republican, where 
he reviewed movies from 1985 to 1999. 
Now, some 25 film fans gadier in the food 
co-op’s upstairs lounge to appreciate his 
favorite medium. Though high school and 
college students have participated over the 
years, today’s kids are "hard sells” when it 
comes to celluloid, says MacDougall. 

As for the movie-loving kid who 
became a preservationist, his affec- 
tion for film hasn’t diminished, though 
MacDougall has “had two hernia opera- 
tions, IK) doubt linked to years of hauling 
these projectors and shipping cases full of 
film around," he says. 

He has no plans to join die digital revo- 
lution. “I'm reallyof another time, another 
place,” says MacDougall. ‘Through this 
film series, I'm trying to hold on to the 
litdcbitofthat that remains." ® 


B "Fear in Three Acts." Saturday. October 
29. at 7 p.m_ at the North Country 
Food Co-op. 25 Bridge Street Plattsburgh, 
N.Y. Free. Info. serious_61®>yahoo,com 

Hausu f House ! presented by Burlington 
Psychotronic Research. Thursday. October 

at Moose Lodge. 30 West Canal Street 
Winooski. S6. 18*. Capacity is limited: 
email manordsirom®gma!l.com for 
advance tickets. 
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Join us for the 

HAUNTED HAUS SKATE 


Sunday October 30th • 5:00 to 8:00pm 


COSTUME contest, HAUNTED locker room, 

FAMILY games, music, food, CANDY. LIGHT SHOW and... 

W&tKWMtK The skaters of NAHA will be at the event helping 
karti out and giving tips on the ice. 

$5 per person. Includes skate rentals, ice time, pizza & candy. 
Ages 4 and under, FREE. 
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ITALIAN SUPPER • SATURDAYS THIS FALL* • 5 :30-9:00pm 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT DINNER AT ALICE’S TABLE 

Choose from a variety of dishes including Chicken Parmesan, Stuffed Peppers. Pizzas. Caprese and Caesar Salads as well 
as a Create-Your-Own Pasta dish and Assorted Desserts. Also available are 3 different $6 Wine Tasting Flights.** 

$18 Adults. $12 Kids 16-14 yearsl. 5 and under eat FREE. ’Not available 11/5. "Alcohol not included in price. 
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Just another way to enjoy the foliage. 


Visit Matthew Taylor today! 
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CORLISS BLAKELY TAKES HER PAINTING 
TO A NEW LEVEL- ON THE IPAD 


F or 25 years. Corliss Blakely 
painted strictly in watercolor. 
Then, one day in 1990, she 
recalls, T woke up and said, Tm 
doing oils, "and she never looked back. 
The 60-year-old artist, who spends 
time each year in St. Albans and on 
Butler Island, Vt„ and in Nicaragua, 
is prone to shifts in medium. Last 
year, when Apple debuted the first 
iPad, Blakely was quick to buy one. 
She had been noodling around on 
her iPod touch enough to know 
she could 'paint' on a tablet. After 
one day, Blakely says, she felt like 
a pro. She hasn't used a traditional 
paintbrush since. 

Blakely’s iPad-painting technique 
is the focus of the North Hero House 
Inn & Restaurant's upcoming Art 
Studio Weekend. On Friday, she'll 
hook her tablet up to a big screen in 



0Art Studio Weekend, at the 
North Hero House Inn & 

Restaurant: three-course dinner 
with iPad-painting demonstration 
by Corliss Blakely, Friday, October 
28, at 7 p.m„ $42 per person; iPad 
art class taught by Blakely on 
Saturday. October 29. 9 a.m. to 
noon, $25. Info, 372-4732. 
northherohouse.com 

the dining room and paint still lifes 
while onlookers indulge in a three- 
course dinner. The next morning, 
she'll lead iPad owners in a three- 
hour tablet-painting workshop. 

The event is close to owner 
Walt Blasberg’s heart: He grew up 
with Blakely. Well, he was raised 
in New Jersey, but his family had 
a vacation home on Butler Island, 
where Blakely also spent summers. 
When he left a job on Wall Street to 
buy and renovate the North Hera 
House in 1997, he reconnected with 


Blakely — and bought several of her 
prints. "We designed the dining room 
around her paintings' Blasberg says. 
*1 wanted it to feel a little like an art 
gallery." 

It certainly feels arty on a recent 
afternoon. Blasburg has set out an 
art-opening-worthy cheese plate, 
from which Blakely nibbles while 
setting up her iPad on a small easel. 
She a rran ges a little orange-and- 
green gourd on the white tablecloth 
and begins to create. 

At first glance, what she's doing 
looks just like "painting" on the 
clunky old Microsoft Paint program 
from the 1990s. But as she works— 
quickly — the gourd's subtle textures 
begin to emerge. Blakely uses a 
small stylus as a brush. Some iPad 
artists use their fingers, she notes, 
but "because I'm a painter, I like 
something in my hand." 

Her finished iPad works — which 
she prints as gidees on canvas with 
a large- format archival printer — 
looks strikingly si mi lar to her oil 
paintings. Her work is inspired by 
a childhood spent on her family's 
Fairfax farm and inside her mother’s 
antique shop: a yellow pear on 
a marble surface; several jars of 
pickles arranged on a chipped white 
cupboard; a red pepper cut in half 
and floating in space. 

Blakely uses two apps. Procreate 
and ArtStudio, and wrote the manual 
for the latter after impressing its 
developer with one of the paintings 
she made with it. 

Painting on an iPad has some 
major advantages over traditional 
painting. For one, it’s cheaper. 

Blakely paid $499 for her iPad; the 
apps were $4.99 and 99 cents. She 
could spend that much on oil paints 
for a single painting, she says. 

Blakely loves that she can change 
the sizeand opacity ofher brush 
with the touch of a button. She can 
zoom in to perfect minuscule details. 
And painting is quicker, too: While an 
oil might take three weeks, an iPad 
work is done in three hours. The only 
drawback, says Blakely, is that the 
screen is difficult to see outdoors. 
That's why she sticks to still lifes 
these days. 

"Every once in a while, I do miss 
mixing color," Blakely concedes. But 
the best part of working on the iPad, 
she offers, isthis: "If you don't like 
something, you just hit the back 
button."© 
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We just had to ask... 

Just what is 
augmented 
reality? 

BY KEN PICARD 


I 'll admit it: I’m an unabashed sci-fi fa a 
Whenever my wife and daughter go to 
bed early, I pore through the science- 

for classic gems such as Minority Report, 
RoboCop. Avatar or Terminator to satisfy 
my techno-jones. 

What do these films have in common, 
otherthan the fact that my wife won’t watch 
them with me again? Each of them offers 
a peek into a technology that has already 
evolved from fiction to fact- augmented 
reality, or AR. Attendees at this wcekb 
Vermont Tech Jam, Friday and Saturday in 
the former Borders bookstore on Church 
Street will get to see a live demonstration, 
in the form of a virtual sculpture installa- 
tion thanks to some faculty and students at 
Champlain College. 

So, what is augmented reality? Simply 
put it's a method of layering digital infor- 
mation and virtual images, such as logos, 
websites and three-dimensional designs, 
on top of the real world. Using the camera, 
compass, gyroscope and Global Positioning 
System found in smartphones and e-read- 
ers. an augmented-rcality application can 
locate embedded objects, or point a user 



to the nearest coffeehouse, movie theater, 
bookstore or subway station. Once you 
grasp the basic concept of how AR works, 
it's easy to imagine all die possibilities of 
future applications. 

Many of those futuristic apps already 
exist and are instantly downloadable. For 
example, are you the kind of driver who 
chronically forgets where you parked? The 
Augmented Car Finder app records exactly 
where you leave your car, then leads you 
back to it later. (If you’ve lost your car keys, 
you're on your own.) 

Do you ever gaze up at the night sky 
and wonder, “WTF is that cloudy mess of 
stars?” An app called StarWalk allows die 
user to aim an iPad or i Phone at the sky and 
identify specific constellations, planets and 

Other augmented-reality apps can show 
you the precise distance to the next golf 
hole, the elevation of a distant mountain, or 
die year that a gothic cathedral or Masonic 
temple was built. 

Coberlin “Coby" Brownell, who's 
bodi a student and adjunct professor at 
Champlain College, is currendy using that 
last app, called Layar. He’s working with 
fellow Champlain instructor Ken Howell 
and Chris Thompson, curator of the BCA 
Center in Burlington, to create 3-D AR 


sculptures around the 
Queen City. (Download the Layar app and 
you can seethe fighter planes Brownell has 
"positioned” in Battery Park.) 

Brownell, 41, is areal-world sculptor by 
training who now teaches 3-D computer 
design. When he and his cohorts heard 
about this year's Tech Jam, they thought it 
would be cool to create an installation that’s 
virtually limidess in its artistic potential. 

“What inspired us was this idea of public 
sculpture." Brownell explains. “Could you 
have a whole show around you that's invis- 

Part of the appeal of AR is that a de- 
signer can create a 3-D model in virtual 
space that a viewer can walk around, view 
from different angles and then click on to 
obtain more information. 

For example, Brownell suggests tiiat 
the architect who eventually designs the 
proposed Target store in Williston could 
potentially create a 3-D architectural ren- 
dering of die building^ completed design 
diat could be viewed at its proposed lo- 
cation. Anyone with a smartphone or e- 
reader could then walk around, and even 
inside, the store before a single shovel 
breaks ground. The potential for develop- 
ment review boards - and environmental 
activists — is limidess. 



Another possible application, Brownell 
says, is to create layers of history around a 
city. For example, he imagines that, one day, 
tourists visiting Burlington may be able to 
point their smartphones at a building on 
Church Street and instandy call up details 
of what once stood on that spot, or see an 
overlaid photo of the building taken 100 
years ago, This “virtual Church Street" 
would allow visitors to interact with 
die environment and gadier historic 
or architectural details about their 

"We’re hoping from the Tech Jam 
that, by showing people a few simple 
explorations of the technology and 
'What would you do with this?’ people 
will suggest other cool ideas,” Brownell 

In the not-too-distant future, an AR 

by Burlington emergency personnel 
to, say, pull up the electronic medi- 
cal records of an unconscious patient. Or 
Burlington police may use a similar app to 
check the rap sheet of a suspect in custody. 
To date, much of the AR in Burlington 

advertisements for local restaurants and 
stores. And there are plenty of whimsical 
uses for it. Brownell recalls finding one 
app that uses facial-recognition software to 
spot human faces, and then tacks red clown 

“There’s no real life-changing value to 
it" he admits, “but it was pretty er 
ing.” ® 
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: POLI PSY ON THE PUBLIC USES AND ABUSES OF EMOTION BY JUOITH LEVINE = 


Occupy Wall Street Is Feminist 


T he closest ancestor of Occupy 
Wall Street was die Greenham 
Common Women's Peace Camp 
in Berkshire, England. The en- 
campment started in 1981, after some 
Welsh feminists called Women for Life 
on Earth marched from Cardiff to the 
RAF military base in Berkshire, asking 
to debate die sidng of 96 U.S. cruise 
nuclear missiles diere. Ignored, the 
women pitched their tents outside the 
fence. They were told to take their tents 
down. They slept under tarps or in the 
open. Over the years, thousands camped 
out, with as many as 70,000 showing up 
to link hands and encircle - or, as they 
put it, “embrace" — the base. 

Journalists arrived from everywhere. 
Other camps sprang up across Europe. 
The women conducted thousands of 
acts of nonviolent civil disobedience to 
stow the war machine. They were re- 
peatedly evicted and arrested. But they 
stayed — for 10 years, until the missiles 
left, and nine years more, until a monu- 
ment to their struggle was erected. 

Forget comparisons to die ’60s. 
What the current Occupy movement 
is emphatically not like is the old (pre 
feminist, male) New Left. The Occupy 
Wall Street encampment in New York’s 
Zuccotti Park (renamed Liberty Square) 
is a feminist phenomenon in both deep 
and quotidian ways — not just in the 
ubiquity of women protestors but in its 
group process, nonviolent ethos, aes- 
thetic feel and emotional tenor. 

No one, and everyone, leads. “People 
ask all the time, like, who are the lead- 
ers? Well, none of us are leaders. And 
we're all leaders. Exactly the same." 
So says a woman at die beginning of a 
Meercatmedia video about consensus at 
Liberty Square. 

Early second-wave feminists rejected 
hierarchies, too. Having walked away 
from die meetings where the men (and it 
was always men) who talked die loudest 
and longest held the floor, 1970s femi- 
nists felt there had to be a more effec- 
tive, and fun, way of working together. 
The way was leaderlessness. According 
to some University of Amsterdam psy- 
chologists, that intuition was rigiit 
Their study found that narcissists tend 
to rise in organizations, laigely because 
other people think their qualities — con- 
fidence, dominance, authority and self- 
esteem - make them good leaders. In 
fact, the narcissist's preoccupation with 


his or her own brilliance stymies good 
decision making: it impedes the free and 
a-eative exchange of information and 

In OWS, being tong winded doesn't 
get you anywhere. Instead, the crowd 
spins its arms to say, “Thanks, we get 
it. Wrap it up." The gesture is part of a 
clever sign lexicon that lets everyone be 
heard without everyone having to speak. 
If you do speak, you can’t dominate die 
discussion. You raise your hand, are 
put “on stack” and wait your turn. And 
the human mics repeat every speaker’s 
words, noisy or quiet . Said one protestor: 
“We amplify each other's voices." 

It's not that no one ever takes lead- 
ership. It’s that anyone can, at any time 
— and in any way, no doubt informed by 
gender, class and origin. That many ways 


enjoyment of all — and despite constant, 
shoulder-to-shoulder traffic, the chry- 
santhemums remain sprighdy. 

The movement is nonpartisan. The 
Greenham women did not align with 
either side in the nuclear arms race. 
Similarly, the Occupy movement refuses 
to side with any political party. These 
commitments reinforce the movement’s 
integrity and gamer wide respect. 

The means are also the ends. “You 
make the road by walking," wrote the 
Spanish poet Antonio Machado. The 
principle that guides direct democracy 
— not only a feminist process but also 
an anarchist one — would seem self- 
evident: You cannot create a just, peace- 
ful, egalitarian society through coercion, 
violence or oppression. 

This isn’t a matter only of doing poli- 


FORGET COMPARISONS TO THE ’60S. 


i 'll t il MU ll'l ! IN 1 i fill H:1 DJI II 


IS THE OLD (PREFEMINIST. MALE) NEW LEFT. 


can flourish together 
was a discovery of the early lib- 
eration movements. 

The practice is nonviolent 
Every time those Berkshire 
cruise missiles left the base, either 
for exercises or to go to strategic 
locations during times of “interna- 
tional tension," die peace campers 
dogged the transport. They painted 
peace signs on the track windshields 
or hopped aboard. One woman dis- 
abled a vehicle by shoving a potato 
in its exhaust pipe. Every time, the 
demonstrators were arrested. 

Some Wall Street occupiers are itch- 
ing for confrontation, and they get it. But 
they are few, and the police initiate most 
of die head bashing in response to non- 
violent, if sometimes illegal, action. 

The second tenet of the Official 
Occupy Wall Street Good Neighbor 
Policy is “zero tolerance for violence 
or verbal abuse toward anyone.” The 
third is “zero tolerance for abuse of 
personal or public property.” Signs 
ask people to respect the flowers 
- die park is a public space for the 



tics. It’s one of daily life. 

The Greenham women 
lived on the Earth 
they wanted to save. 
Surviving without hot 
water, electricity or 
telephones reminded 
them hourly of die 
urgency of their 


Life 




Still, the library is 
getting huge. The 
food is healthy, ex- 
cellent and free to 
all. The right-wing 
webzine Newsmax 
huffed that while other 
Americans are subsist- 
ing on Hamburger 
Helper, the occupiers 
are being fed gourmet 
meals by celebrity chefs. 
True. So are the home- 
less participants. 

Like Greenham, 
OWS is a cry against 


the commercialization of everything, 
including deadi. And politics — political 
power and political imagination. For 30 
years, Americans have been purchasing 
the solutions to their problems. That 
has diminished not just the creativity of 
solutions but die perception of the prob- 
lems diemselves. If there's no app for it, 

At Zuccotti, there is nothing to buy — 
no T-shirts, no buttons, no signs. The 99 
Percenters are cooking their movement 
from scratch. 

The complaints are many and the 
vision utopian. Noting diat the criti- 
cisms of OWS - too many crazy griev- 
ances, no strategy — were also hurled at 
the women’s movement, longtime activ- 
ist and writer Meredith Tax posted on 
her eponymous blog the leaflet for the 
1970 Boston International Women’s Day 
march. The leaflet demanded a radical 
overhaul of everything - from a guar- 
anteed living wage to children’s rights 
to abortion on demand. It was so long, 
wrote Tax, it had to be printed on legal- 

The occupiers’ grievances range from 
illegitimate mortgage foreclosures to 
“private contracts to murder prisoners." 
There are famously no demands. That is 
as it should be, Jonathan Schell wrote in 
the Nation last week. “It was not a new 
set of policy ideas that was being bora - 
the world was already overloaded with 
these, unacted upon — but a new spirit: 
a spirit of action, without which all the 
demands in the world are a dead letter." 

In 1991, the Greenham women won. 
The missiles were sent back to the U.S. 
under the Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty. Signed in 1987 by the U.S. 
and USSR, die treaty began by affirming 
the peace camp’s position: “Conscious 
that nuclear weapons would have dev- 
astating consequences for all mankind-” 

Of course, the peace camp didn't 
stop die war machine. The convoys are 
still rolling. Most of die 1970 Boston 
women’s demands haven't been met But 
feminism changed the world — including 
Liberty Square. If Occupy jams a potato 
into the workings of the humanity-dev- 
astating machine now, it will change the 
world again. © 


lory? Contact lovtnetPsevendaysvt 





Solar Flair 



Fast-growing Draker Laboratories makes the most of its moment in the sun 
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I n a field in southern New Jersey, 
one of the nation's largest solar 
farms is turning sunshine into clean 
energy with the help of high-tech 
instruments made in Vermont The 100- 
acre solar array in Pilesgrove Township 

Burlington-based Draker Laboratories to 
track the array’s power output, weather 
conditions and technical problems in real 

Solar power was the fastest-growing 
industry in America in 2010, and Draker 
Labs has been enjoying a wild ride on the 
"solar-coaster," as insiders have dubbed it 
Company revenues are on track to grow 
250 percent this year, and Draker has been 
on a hiring spree to meet the demand lor 
its product The company started the year 
with 12 employees and expects to end it 
with more than 50. It outgrew its solar- 
powered offices in Burlington’s Old North 
End and in April moved into more spacious 
digs, the former location of Dealer.com in 
the Maltex Building. 

At its new office — a bright post- 
and-beam space with hardwood floors 
and exposed brick walls — Draker 
manufactures what it calls “turnkey'' 
monitoring systems for large commercial 
or utility-scale solar photovoltaic systems. 
CEO Charles “Chach" Curtis explains 
them as sensors and instrumentation 
that collect data about a solar system — 
amount of sunlight captured, ambient air 
temperature, kilowatts produced — so 
operators can tell whether it is performing 
properly and troubleshoot any problems 
that arise. 

That information has become 
increasingly important as solar power 
systems get bigger and their owners put 
more money on the line. For instance, the 
developers of the New Jersey solar farm. 



Panda Power Funds, and Con Edison 
Development have sunk $90 million into 
the project With that much money at 
stake. Curtis says the developers want 
assurances that their investment is paying 
off. 

Privately held Draker appears to have 
the right product at the right time. But it 
has required smart business moves, hard 
work and“tremendous effort on theirpart" 


has installed monitoring 
systems at 500 solar projects 
in die U.S. and Canada, including ones in 
a vineyard in Sonoma County, Calif., in a 
Nevada gold mine and on the rooftops 
of seven REI retail stores. When the 
20-megawatt New Jersey solar farm 
the largest in the northeastern United 
States - went online last month. Draker 
was already knee-deep in an even bigger 
project: a 30-megawatt solar array in 
Ontario. 

Draker’s sensors are also monitoring 
solar projects in Vermont The company 
partnered with groSolar to build die 
100-kilowatt rooftop array at the Green 


Mountain Coffee Roasters headquarters 
in Waterbury. An informational kiosk in 
the building and an accompanying website 
display exactly what the Drakersensors are 
detecting On an overcast 57.1-degree day 
last week, the system was generating 75.8 
kilowatts of power, enough to offsets up to 
20 percent of the plant's energy needs. 

More recendy. Draker joined 
Burlington-based Pomerlcau Real Estate 
what at the time 
the largest solar 
in Vermont: 

Solar 
Route 
Curds says 
would 
love to do more 
business in 
Vermont but 
givemment 
incentives 
are weak here 
compared with 
those of other 

program called the 
“standard offer,” which 
extended advantageous rates 
to solar projects in 2009, attracted 
many more applicants than it could 

“We hope the Vermont Legislature 
expands the program," Curtis said during 
a recent interview in his minimally 
decorated office. “Clearly the demand is 

A soft-spoken Connecticut native, 
Curtis joined Draker Labs as CEO two 

financial officer and later as vice president 
of sales and business development at 
Northern Power Systems, die Barre-based 


manufacturer of wind turbines. He got 
two degrees from Dartmoudi College: a 
bachelor's in economics and an MBA from 
the Tuck School of Business. 

Curtis believes Vermont is a great place 
fortcchcompaniestodo business - though 
it might not seem that way to outsiders. He 
says one of the most frequent questions he 
gets from out-of-state investors is whether 
he can hire and recruit enough qualified 
employees in such a small, rural state. 

“Their vision of Vermont is not exaedy 
high tech,” Curtis says. “The good news is 
that the technical people that want to work 
in renewable energy don’t necessarily 
want to be in New Jersey or metropolitan 
New York. They can work in this field and 
live in a beautiful place like Vermont and 
raise kids here. That’s a home run." 

Curtis took over for company founder 
and chief technical officer A.J. Rossman, 
who parted ways with Draker this spring 
because of what he calls “a difference of 
opinion with a number of tilings internally, 
including how we go about sales and how 
we go after investments." Rossman still 
maintains a minority stake in the company, 
but no longer serves on the staff or board. 

Rossman admits that he needed 
management help as the company grew - 
he's an engineer, not a businessman - but 
says it was still hard to walk away from his 
“baby." 

“I developed the technology platform, 
recruited the team, grew the company, 
satisfied die customer, grew the niche and 
essentially outperformed the competition 
to put Draker in a position to become a 
large company." he says. “Now it's up to the 
MBAs to grow the value." 

started the company - building solar 
power systems - in his living room. He 
founded Draker Solar Design in 1999 when 


he moved to Burlington to study for n PhD 
at the University of Vermont. At first, 
he built and installed residential solar 
power systems, but he quickly recognized 

“It became apparent to me that people 
were spending money on systems and had 
no idea how well they were working," 
Rossman says. 

So he set up a business, named it after 
his dog Drake and exhibited his product — 
a prepackaged data-management system 


"There was a time when I didn't pay 
employees or myself for nearly three 
months. Out of the first seven employees 
I had, only one left — and he ended up 
coming back. We had a lot of good people 
who were very committed to what we 

A turning point came in 2008. when 
Draker secured $1.3 million in venture 
capital to develop a next-generation 
energy-monitoring product from a 
consortium that included Shelburne- 



I GREW THE NICHED ESSENTIALLY 

OUTPERFORMED THE 
COMPETITION 

NOWITSUPTOTHEMBAS 
TO GROW THE VALUE. 

A.J. ROSSMAN. FOUNDER 
AND FORMER CEO, DRAKER 
LABORATORIES 

with a user-friendly web interface - at 
a trade show. Within days, he had his 
first customer: a company that sold a 
commercial power system to a rice farmer 
in California. Initially, the company, 
later renamed Draker Laboratories, made 
monitoring systems for solar and small 
wind projects — “a little bit of everything." 
Rossman recalls. He quickly realized the 
real growth, and the real money, were in 
solar. Still, the cash wasn’t exactly rolling in. 

Rossman says he charged everything 
on credit cards, then rolled that debt into 
a second mortgage. He purchased a solar- 
powered building on North Street and used 
his equity in it to secure a $200,000 loan 
from the Vermont Community Loan Hind. 

“I leveraged every asset I had along 
the way to meet payroll." Rossman says. 


based FreshTracks Capital, Campbell 
Scientific, the Nathaniel Group and 
Vermont’s Clean Energy Development 
Fund. This past July, Draker completed 
another round of equity funding: $3 
million from New Hampshire-based 
Harbor Lijdit Capital Partners will propel 
research and development of its next- 
generation monitoring instrumentation. 

"If you start gaining traction and 
success, you outgrow funding sources in 
Vermont. You’re forced to look outofstate,” 
explains Curtis. “That’s a double-edged 
sword in that you need capital to grow, but 
the more you take from out of state, [the 
more] you weaken your ties to Vermont 
We’ve seen a number of successful tech 
start-ups acquired or moved out of state 
as they’ve grown. I don’t see that being a 
risk here." 

Looking ahead. Draker's goal is to 
launch internationally by the end of 2012. 
Curtis sees "huge potential" in Europe, 
particularly in solar-friendly Germany 
and Italy. The challenge, he says, will be to 
grow smart 

“We're conscious of not piling on loo 
much, too fast” he says. “Frankly, the 
challenge for us is execution.” ® 

Bthe Vermont Tech Jam, Friday and 
Saturday. October 28 and 29. at the 8orders 
building 29 Church St., in Burlington. 
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Seeking Geeks 

Vermont companies compete to find qualified tech workers 
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R ecruiters for Vermont tech compa- 
nies wish they could find more job 
candidates like Anthony Urena. 
The computer information tech- 
nology' major at Champlain College says 
he hopes to find suitable work in either 
Vermont or his native New Hampshire. 

'Tm tempered by the cold weather and 
love die ecological friendliness of the resi- 
dents," Urena says of the Burlington area. 
Plus, he's more focused on his prospects 

the biggest possible paycheck as soon as 
he can. 

At a time when 14 million Americans 
are looking for work, many of the state's 
tech firms are experiencing a labor short- 
age. That’s due, in part, to the sector'srapid 
growth — in Vermont and elsewhere in the 
country. South Burlington-based Logic 
Supply, for example, had three employees 
in 2004; it’s got 34 today. MyWebGrocer 
has tripled its workforce in the past three 
years; all 130 of its employees will soon 
be toiling away in the company's newly' 
purchased and renovated corporate head- 
quarters at Winooski's Champlain Mill. 

But, while tech jobs pay more than 
most in Vermont - die average salary for 
a software developer was $77,150 in 2010. 
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics — they’re more lucrative else- 
where. A recent college graduate with the 
right skill set might earn at least a third 
more at an established tech company along 
Boston's Route 128 dian at a young digital 
business in the Burlington area, estimates 
Mark Heymon, human resources director 
for Logic Supply, which creates special- 
purpose hardware for businesses. 

Even in Massachusetts. “Demand for 
high-tech talent is so great that workers 
are turning down six-figure salaries, and 
companies are offering five-figure cash 
bounties for successful referrals." the 
Boston Globe recendy reported. 

tinue to turn out insufficient numbers of 
graduates in science, technology, engineer- 
ing and math - aka STEM - wages will 
rise as die number of available workers 
falls, causing the cycle to spin ever faster. 
“We’re seeing powerful salary inflation 
again in the high-tech sector," confirms 
Tim Kenney, chief operating officer of 
MyWebGrocer, which puts retail grocers 
on tile web. "The cost ofliving here doesn’t 
square with the pay scale,” he adds, noting 
that the Burlington area’s expensive hous- 
ing makes the lower local pay rates even 

But money alonedoesn't account for the 
difficulty of filling vacancies in Vermont's 
tech job market "We pay nationally 


competitive rates," says Dealer.com mar- 
keting chief Eliza Kelly. Salary deficiency 
"isn’t an issue for us.” But because Dealer’s 
growdi has been so swift — it has doubled 
to nearly 500 Burlington employees in the 
past three years - it’s constandy prowling 
for talent. And the company, which designs 
websites and software for car dealerships, 


does much of its head -hunting far from its 
headquarters on Burlington’s Pine Street 
Executives in charge of hiring point out 
that Vermont's small population yields a 
shallow pool of technologically proficient 
candidates. "We almost always have to 
look elsewhere for engineering hi res,” says 
Kathy Gendron, vice president for human 


resources at BioTek in Winooski, which 
specializes in micro-instrumentation. 

Kelly says Dealer.com is more likely to 
find engineers near its Manhattan Beach 
branch in crowded southern California 
than in northern Vermont. 

To address the dearth of skilled can- 
didates, some local toch companies have 






cultivated relationships with 
potential feeder schools such 
as Vermont Technical 
College and Champlain 
College; some offer 
paid internships. Logic 
Supply seeded a scholarship fund for 
Champlain students who excel in their 
tech studies. 

The University of Vermont produces a 
few engineering grads equipped to excel 
in specialized positions, and MicroStrain 
in Willi ston lias been quick to offer them 
jobs. Steve Arms, a UVM grad, founded 
the company, which makes tiny sensors for 
applications ranging from knee implants 
to drone navigation. "A lot of our people 
were hired locally.” notes Dave Churchill. 
MicroStrain’s vice president of engineer- 
ing. Generally, though, the engineering 
school at UVM “isn't at as high a level as 
some other places. We need the cream of 
the cream." 

An insistence on hiring only the best 


can lead to a protracted and often frustrat- 

tech companies. “We look for a high level 
of passion and a deep knowledge of tech. 
Finding that is a real challenge," says 
Heyman of Logic Supply. “It takes time to 
locate the right candidate." 

MicroStrain spent seven months land- 
ing the most recent addition to its 55- 
member workforce, Churchill reports. 

Same deal at Bennington’s Global-Z 
International, which manages other com- 
panies' international mailing lists. “We’re 
very meticulous in our recruitingprocess.” 
says HR manager Aniko Balzer. "Matching 
up with the chemistry and culture of our 
company is very important” 

Not surprisingly, most Vermont tech 
companies aren’t wild about allowing 
workers to live out of state - though some 
are starting to experiment with permitting 
telecommuting rather than making new 
hires relocate. 

Though it's far from any sizable city, 
Woodstock-based Green Mountain Digital 
expectsitsemployeestolive within driving 


distance, says executive vice presi- 
dent Charlie Rattigaa And. since 
his two-year-old firm calls itself 
the market leader in wildlife 
and nature apps for mobile 
phones, it probably makes 
sense for Green Mountain 
Digital to stay put in a rural 

But MicroStrain doesn’t like telecom- 
muting, either. “You can't build a team" 
when someone’s not physically in the 
workplace, Churchill says. 

MyWebGrocer and Dealer.com each 
have a few telecommuting employees, but 
neither company seems eager to enlarge 
their number. “You lose communications” 

the Champlain Miff Kenney says. Dealer 
has “only a handful" of employees, includ- 
ing one of the company’s lead recruiters, 
who commute “via Skype and airplane," 
Kelly adds. Dealer, she says, "has been test- 
ing this out in the past year." 


keting assistant “offers partial telecom- 
muting options," HR manager Balzer says, 
explaining that the right person for the job 
wouldn't have to come into the office more 
than twice a month. The Bennington- 
based company doesn't have much choice 
about permitting telecommuting, given 
that it’s situated in an area with “a lower 
pay scale even compared to Burlington 
and Montpelier and definitely the [Albany] 
Capital District." Balzer says. 

The lack of opportunities for lateral 
movement also handicaps Vermont com- 
panies that compete for employees with 

has a reputation for not offering a lot of op- 
tions," says Logic Supply^ Heyman “That 

A mid-20ish techie lured by a 
Burlington business may well be ready 
for new challenges — and higher pay — by 
age 30, but he or she will probably have to 
move out of state to find a comfortable fit 
‘Young employees do like having mobil- 
ity," notes Gendron at BioTek. 


So whafs the best way to persuade a 
well-crcdcntialcd out-of-stater to move 
north for a tech job? “You're selling not 
only the company; you’re also selling 
Vermont,” says Kenney of MyWebGrocer. 

BioTek’s Gendron acknowledges that 
“many of us do make sacrifices to live 
here." But Vermont's quality of life “offers 
a lot thatk attractive to a certain kind of 
individual." she adds. 

Churchill the head engineer at 
MicroStrain, got offers from out-of-state 
businesses when he decided 10 years ago 
to leave his teaching post in orthopedics 
at UVM’s medical school. “Sure, I looked 
around, but 1 made the choice to stay in 
Vermont for lots of reasons." he relates. 

“Beautiful scenery, great people and 
abundant opportunity,” lists Champlain 
senior Stephen Jablonski, who's majoring 
in computer forensics. “lam not much of a 
winter person, though.” he adds, by way of 
explaining why he is heading home to New 
Jersey to find a job. 

Other techies, like Churchill come 

spending most or all of their careers here. 
Nearly all of the employment specialists 
interviewed for this story say their com- 
pany's workforce exhibits extraordinary 
loyalty. Vermont's values and workplace 

the drawbacks of livingin the state. 

“It’s the lifestyle that attracts young 
people who like the outdoors." Kelly of 
Dealer.com says. "Many are also excited to 
live in Burlington. 1 haven't heard a single 
person say they want to leave.” Dealer 
cultivates an image of hipness that ap- 
peals to techies who don’t want to sacrifice 
their individuality to a code of corporate 
conformity. 

Gendron makes a similar claim of 
fierce employee commitment in regard to 
BioTek. which is 43 years old and employs 
260 people. "We haven’t lost anyone to the 
competition,” she says of the Winooski 
company. And. at the same time, "We are 
successful in hiring from our direct com- 
petitors." Gendron adds. “Some of them 
come from large companies that have been 
bought and sold, and they see themselves 
as hating been treated as commodities. 
They don’t get that here.” © 


□ Human resource experts from BioTek 
Oealer.com. MicroStrain. Logic Supply. 
C2 and MyWebGrocer will participate in a 
panel discussion. 'How to Stand Out in the 
Hiring Process." at the Vermont Tech Jam on 
Friday. October 28. at3 p.m. and Saturday. 
October 29. at 11a.m. at the Borders building 
29 Church St. in Burlington. 



MICROSTRAIN SPENT SEVEN MONTHS 
LANDING THE MOST RECENT ADDITION 

10 ITS 55-MEMBER WORKFORCE. 
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Engineering 

Evangelist 

John Cohn turns kids on to science with robots, 
rap and a pickle electrocutor 



T wo weeks before Halloween, IBM 
fellow John Cohn is out in the 
woods, perched on a generator 
with his laptop banging out last- 
minute code. He’s attempting to program 
his animatronic pumpldn-headed monster, 
Project-x, to fold up its arms alter a period 
of inactivity, so the limbs aren't crushed 
when the beast is lowered pneumatically 
from its 18-foot height into a crouching 
position on the gtound. 


though,” Stanton says, gesturing to Cohn 
through the trees. 

Colin is a tech rock star, with 50 patents 
issued or pending. He designed the chips 
for the Xbox 360. PlayStation 3 and, his 
personalfavorite,theWii. But the 52-year- 
old, who lives in a converted schoolhouse 
in Richmond, has had another focus for 
die last 20 years: gettingkids excited about 
science, engineering and technology. He's 
traveled to schools across the country 


AND HIS, PERSONAL FAVORITE. THE WII 


Accompanying Cohn is John Stanton, 
who helped create the monster for 
Williston's Haunted Forest as an IBM 
intern diree years ago. Now, fresh out 
of graduate school and in his first year 
working for IBM, the young engineer 

exactly part of his job description. He's 
not getting paid for this gig. 

"I do get to work with one of the 
greatest technical geniuses in Vermont, 


with his stage shot* 

•Jolts and Volts,” in which 
he electrocutes pickles, explodes Rice 
Krispies and uses an EKG hooked up to 
a dieremin — both homebuilt — to make 
music from kids' heartbeats. 

“What we’re trying to do is get lads 
excited,” says Cohn, “let them in on the 
secret that there is nothing cooler than 
being a science geek." 

ENGINEERING EVANGELIST » P.30 
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Cohn does look cool — in a geeky 
kind of way - casually crafting code 
beside his pumpkin robot, its orange 
eyes glowing while its electronic innards 
hum and gurgle. Ever since he began his 
educational outreach, Cohn has fashioned 
himselfas a mad scientist and he looks the 
part: His longish white-grey hair and full 
beard encircle his face like a static halo. 

Why has this technical genius devoted 
so much time to education? Cohn reaches 
into his pocket and pulls out a small stone 
engraved with the name Sam. It’s a tribute 
to Cohn's middle son. who was killed in 
a traffic accident in 2006 at age 14. Ever 
since. Cohn has poured most of his energy 
into engaging kids Samis age with the 
magic of science and engineering. “It’s the 


example, you could pry off the back of a 
television set and find generic components 
wired together to make the t hi ng work. The 
computer chip changed all that. Suddenly, 
people like Cohn and his colleagues at I BM 
started loading all those components onto 
specialized chips. You couldn’t see what 
was in there and how it was working, let 
alone take it apart and repurpose it 

But Cohn says technology is swinging 
back to transparency, for one simple 
reason: "Geeky people invented the 

Cohn stops pacing for a moment and 
turns his attention to Stanton, who is 
struggling with the monster's mouth. It is 
supposed to open and close when someone 
speaks into a microphone. It's not working. 
Cohn takes tliemic and triesa few booming 
hellos. Nothing He tries a different pitch. 



thing that has made the most sense to me,” 
he says. “In some ways, it's been healing" 

Cohn gets up from his generator and 
begins pacing up and down die trail 
leading deeper into the Haunted Forest. 
When he was a child, Cohn says, he didn't 
need any compelling character to convince 
him to pursue technology. Growing up 
in Houston, Texas, he was 'tompletely 
surrounded by the space craze,” he wrote 
in a Huffington Post essay. By the time he 
saw Neil Armstrong'S feet touch the dusty 
surface of the moon, the 10-year-old Cohn 
had madeuphismind to study engineering 

Then again, he was “really geeky," he 
admits. Cohn spent much of his early 
childhood tinkering with Heathkits, 
the do-it-yourself kits that provided 
electronics hobbyists with all the 
components — and instructions — they’d 
need to build their own TVs, radios or 
other gadgets. 

“It was uncool to begin with, but 
then over the next 20 years, it became 
decrcasingly cool," says Coha Why? 
Electronics were becoming steadily 
less accessible to hobbyists because 
“the technology became a little less 
transparent," he says. In the '60s, for 


Nothing. He breaks into song: "Hello, I love 
you. won't you..." Still nothing. He passes 
tile mic back to Stanton, offers some words 
of encouragement and wanders backout to 
the trail to resume his thought. 

The Internet Cohn says, made 
technology accessible again because it 
allowed people to share ideas - and, 
more amazingly, to share code and design 
files, giving way to the phenomenon 
that is "open source." As a result a new 
componentry was born, says Coha 

He gestures to the pumpkin robot and 
explains that it operates on an Arduino 
microcontroller, the open-source circuit 
board designed to make electronics more 
accessible to hobbyists and scientists alike. 
“The team has created a company based 
on giving everything away,” wrote Wired 
magazine of the Italian firm responsible 
for the board. “On its Web site, it posts 
all its trade secrets for anyone to take ... 
Download them and you can manufacture 
an Arduino yourself; there are no patents.” 
Kinda like a high-tech HeathldL 

Now that DIY technology is feasible 
— and relatively affordable — Cohn and 
other local tech educators want to make it 
available to Vermont communities. It's one 







thing to wow kids with an animatronic 
monster; it's another to give them the tools 
to make something themselves. "I can tell 
you about riding a bike, but it's pointless," 
says Cohn. "You've got to do it." 

To that end, for the last year or so, Cohn 
has been working with Essex High School 
and the University of Vermont to set up 
a network of so-called “makerspaces.” 
The labs would be equipped with tools 
such as 3-D printers and circuit-board 
cutters, staffed by students and other 
trained community members, and open to 
students and the general public. 

Essex High School received a $50,000 
grant last summer to create its lab, which 
would be affiliated with another lab at 
UVM, says Joe Chase, tlx 1 high school’s 
learning community leader for math, 
science and design technology. Chase 
was first introduced to the makerspace 
concept when he and some colleagues 
visited an enginceringand science magnet 
school in Virginia. He approached Cohn 
to be on the advisory board. "The 
idea is to put state-of-the- 
art equipment into the 
hands of students," 
says Chase. They’re 

pursue a career 
in engineering, he 
adds, if they can make 
things that actually 
work, rather than wasting 
school hours on “projects 
made out of popside sticks." 

Another bonus: Makerspaces would 
offer opportunities for people to work 

partner with a computer scientist, say, to 
design a template for a metal sculpture. 
Chase and Cohn agree this is likely to 
attract more girls and young women to the 
male-dominated field. 

According to Cohn, less than 20 
percent of engineers are women. The field 
"hasn’t been very inviting," he says, citing 
a recent study i n which people were asked 
what they think about engineering. The 
top three answers were: "It's difficult.” 
“You have to be really good at math and 

Still, Cohn believes that the public 
perception — at least amongyoung people 
- is shifting. The kids he works with these 
days equate engineering less with nerdy 
computer programming and more with 
design and innovation. 

“It’s all about engaging peopled 
imaginations,'’ says Cohn, who has done 
some crazy things in the name of that goal. 
For 58 daysi n 200ft he lived in an abandoned 
Los Angeles warehouse widi nine other 
cast members of the Discovery Channel 
show 'The Colony" The controlled living 
space was designed to simulate life after a 
global catastrophe. Cohn was the resident 
inventor, hacking together makeshift 
electronics and - what reality show would 
be complete without it? - eating rat meat 


To Cohn, it wasonemore opportunity' to 
connect with young viewers and get them 
psyched about science and engineering 
So did it work? "1 have 4100 Facebook 
friends,” he says proudly. "It got a lot of 
people talking 1 can't think of a better way 

He reached another community that 
year at Burning Man, the annual art festival 
in die Nevada desert Colin and his friend 
Homer Wells, the Monkton sculptor and 
mechanical mastermind who devised 
and built Project-x's pneumatic structure, 
constructed a massive self-powered, 
drivable ferris wheel for the event On 
YouTube, you can watch dieir creation in 
action, the wheel blinged out with colorful 
lights, its rotating ski lift chairs filled with 
nearly naked festivalgoers grooving to a 
pumping bass. 

“It’s senseless beauty,” says Cohn. 

And then there’s his music video, 
"Engineering Paradise,” which has more 
dian 158,000 hits on YouTube. Decked 
out in a tie-dye lab coat, the mad 
scientist spoofs rapper 
Coolio in a pretty 
successful effort — if 
the comments below 
the video are any 
indication — to make 
engineering cool. It 
doesn’t hurt that he 
throws down hilarious, 
and often biting rhymes 
such as, “If you be a gamer you 
can't gjve me no lip 'cuz when you be 
fraggin' yo homies. you be usin’ my chip.” 

Some say the open-source era has 
marked the end of the inventor; Cohn 
doesn't buy it. Sure, the individual glory 
of Thomas Edison-style inventing might 
be gone, but Cohn is confident that kids 
today are excited by the prospect of using 
new technology to produce innovative 
and meaningful things, especially when it 

big issues, such as climate change. 

“You don’t have to sell kids on the fact 
that technology might have gotten us into 
this mess, but technology might also get us 
out of it,” he says. Plus, these lads aren’t 
interested in creating stuff that will make 
them rich and famous. He believes what 
motivates kids to create is exactly what 
motivates him: the simple joy of creating 
and the desire to do good work. 

“Doing something good could mean 
saving the rainforest, or it could mean 
having a really good time at a rave,” he 
says, grinning. “Making gadgets isn’t that 
important to me. But making peace or art 
or music is.’’® 



Tech Jam on Friday. October 28 atn ajn. 
at the Borders building 29 Church Sl in 
Burlington. 
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Scaling the Firewall 

Vermont's Pwnie Express sells a powerful new tool for cyber-security experts — and hackers 
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explains. “So, the question is, how can 
you get on to your own network and 
know whether data [are] leaking?" 

Security experts protect against such 
leakage, sometimes called “data exfiltra- 
tion "by conducting penetration testing, 
or “pentesting" for short In effect, pen- 
testing identifies those vulnerabilities, 
then exploits them in the same way a 
hacker would. 

Enter the Pwn Plug, a 1.2-gigahertz 
microcomputer that's about the size of 
a battery charger and fits in the palm 
of your hand. It plugs into a wall outlet 
and connects to a network either wire- 
lessly or via an ethemet cable. It runs a 
suite of open-source software familiar 
to all security professionals, but it’s the 
first device dial lets a user operate it 
remotely. 

The Pwn Plug is small, portable and 
relatively inexpensive — it sells for $380 
— and part of its appeal is its stealthy 
profile. Since the device can easily be 
mistaken for an AC adaptor or power 
brick, the Pwn Plug can be placed in an 
office surreptitiously and never attract 
suspicion. In fact, it even comes with 
decals that can camouflage it as another 
gizmo, such as a plug-in air 
freshener. 

Once connected, 
Hughes says, the 
Pwn Plug creates an 
“encrypted tunnel" 
through the firewall and 
out of the network. Essentially, 
this secure channel can then be used to 
control the device remotely. It’s at the 
discretion of the user to determine what 
software tools he or she decides to run — 
and for what purposes. 

Who's getting the Pwn Plug? Porcello 
and Hughes won't disclose the names 
of specific customers, but of the more 
than 400 devices that Pwnie Express 
has sold — the majority in die last three 
months — some have gone to Fortune 
50 companies, the U.S. Army, Air 
Force, Coast Guard and Department of 
Defense. In fact, Pwnie Express now has 
the authority to sell to any agency of the 
US. government and has secured export 
certification, though the company can't 
sell to foreign governments. (Porcello 
claims an order even came in from Iran; 
it was denied.) 


M any a lucrative industry is 
born from antiestablish- 
ment roots. Hip-hop music 
tapped the gritty lifestyle of 
inner-city gangs and turned it into solid 
gold. Surfers and skateboarders turned 
once-maligned and often-illegal recre- 
ational pastimes into family-friendly, 
multibillion- dollar industries. 

Similarly, the cyber-security world 
has its share of entrepreneurs who wear 
die “hacker" label with pride. Hacker 
Jeff Moss, aka “The Dark Tangent,” 
founded two of the world’s largest 
hacker conventions. Black 
Technical Security Conference 
and DEF CON Haciting 
Conference. In recent years, 
diese annual events have 
morphed into recruitment 
grounds for cyber-security 
experts working at the FBI, 

CIA, NSA and Pentagon. 

Further evidence diat die lines between 
die black hats and white hats can be 
blurry: In April, Moss was appointed 
chief security officer for the nonprofit 
Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers, the group charged 
with preserving dieoperational stability 
of the Internet. 

Vermont’s own Pwnie Express, 
founded in 2010 , also embraces the 
hacker aesthetic. The company sells 
products that allow its clients to test 
for vulnerabilities in their computer 
networks. The name comes from the 
hacker term “pwn" — it rhymes with 
“own” — which means to control an- 
other person’s computer, often surrepti- 
tiously and for unscrupulous purposes. 

Despite the illicit-sounding moniker, 
company founder and sole employee 
Dave Porcello says Pwnie Express is 
one of the good guys. His clients are all 
“legitimate security professionals" who 
work to keep criminal hackers from 
breaching their firewalls and wreaking 
havoc on their organizations. 

Pwnie Express helps its clients play 
defense by providing a good offense. 
Porcello admits that die company's 
hottest product, the “Pwn Plug,” is a 
very powerful offensive tool that can be 
dangerous in the wrong hands. Little 
wonder that since its release, in August 
2010, hundreds of Pwn Plugs have been 


sold to security experts at major corpo- 
rations, universities, and US. military 
and intelligence agencies. 

Porcello, 32, is a former IT security 
expert from Boston who spent five years 
at Vermont Mutual Insurance Group in 
Montpelier before leaving the company 
in June just as his 
business took off. 

He says the idea 
behind the Pwn 
Plug — a “drop 


niche of die information security world 
known as “vulnerability assessment," 
an umbrella term for various technical 
analyses of computer networks. 

Simply put, a vulnerability assess- 
ment looks for weaknesses or avenues 
that allow hackers to enter a network 
undetected. Once inside, a hacker may 
try to damage, disrupt or shut 
down an organization's 
operations, as a hacker 
named “Codeine” did 
to the University of 
Vermont’s website in 


box,” or tiny computer, that’s 
designed to give a user remote access 
to a computer network through covert 
channels — has been floating around for 
years. He was simply the first to com- 
mercialize it. 

“It’s something that hackers are 
actively using, so security professionals 
have to be aware of it, too," Porcello ex- 
plains. “And some of them are realizing 
they have to be using them themselves." 

Mark Hughes, a former U.S. Army 
cryptographer who handles marketing 
for Pwnie Express, explains how the 
Pwn Plug fits into a previously unfilled 


August A hacker may plant malicious 
software, or “malware," to harvest valu- 
able data, such as credit card numbers 
and other personally identifiable infor- 
mation diat can be used for fraud and 
identity theft. A hacker may also steal 
proprietary information for industrial 
espionage, state secrets for cyberterror- 
ism, or classified information to shame 
or embarrass a government. 

“A lot of times you can be losing data 
and not know you’re losing [them], 
and still be held responsible,” Hughes 


One Pwnie Express buyer is a se- 
curity professional who was tasked by 
his employer, a major national bank, 
with infiltrating 14 of the company's 
branches. According to Hughes, die 
security professional would enter each 
branch and pretend to be a maintenance 
worker who was monitoring die build- 
ing’s climate-control system. Each time 
he was allowed inside, he’d connect the 
Pwn Plug to a computer via an ediernet 
cable One bank manager even got up 
from her chair and allowed him to climb 
under her desk to install it. The exercise 
demonstrated to the bank just how easy 
it would be to pierce its defenses. 

And just last week, Hughes was 
contacted by a state attorney general's 
office, which ordered a “Pwn Phone" — 
a similar Pwnie Express product, which 
operates on cellphone and wireless 


Stephenson, who is familiar with the 
Pwn Plug but hasn’t tested one himself, 
calls the device “a very dangerous tool, 
because it provides die ability to have a 
back door into the network." 

As he explains, most computer 
networks are what he calls “candy net- 
works: They're hard and crunchy on die 
outside and soft on the inside." That is, 
in recent years firewalls have become 
sufficiently hardened to keep out most 
unwanted visitors. The far bigger 
threats these days are diose that come 
from inside the firewall, where it’s far 
less common for data to be encrypted. 

How do hackers get to the “soft 
inside"? Stephenson likens today's most 
serious computer direats to vampires: 
They can't bite you in your own home 
unless they're invited inside. Hackers do 
this in a variety of ways, such as by send- 


IT S SOMETHING THAT 

HACKERS ARE ACTIVELY USING 

SO SECURITY PROFESSIONALS 
HAVE TO BE AWARE OF IT. TOO. 

DAVE PORCELLO 


networks - to track an ethnic gang that 
traffics in children. As Porcello puts it, 
“Apparently, this is somediing people 
have been waiting for." 

Although Pwnie Express was incor- 
porated last year, Porcello says he sold 
fewer than a half-dozen Pwn Plugs in 
2010 and did no marketing whatsoever 
on die product until recently. Porcello 
and several of his subcontractors (in- 
cluding Hughes) attended Black Hat in 
late July but didn't even set up a booth. 

Nevertheless, as they arrived at the 
convention site, Caesars Palace in Las 
Vegas, Porcello recalls riding up the 
escalator and being surprised by a giant 
Cisco Systems banner on die wall that 
read, “Take our security challenge and 
win a Pwnie Express Pwn Phone." The 
following week, at the DEF CON con- 
ference in Vegas, Pwnie Express set up 
a booth and sold more dian 200 Pwn 
Plugs in three days. 

“It was extremely well received," 
Porcello says. 

The potential for abuse of these 
devices is obvious. Peter Stephenson is 
director of Norwich University’s Center 
for Advanced Computing and Digital 
Forensics, and also serves as Norwich’s 
chief information security officer. He 
says Norwich is hit by about 13,000 
cyber attacks per day. so he fully appre- 
ciates the nature of the risks out there. 


ing seemingly innocuous and legitimate 
emails containing attachments with 
malware or other hidden programs. The 
Pwn Plug, he adds, could be used as a 
security tool, or “like the vampire.” Once 
allowed inside, it can suck your network 

Stephenson emphasizes diat he’s not 
denigrating the product or its developer. 

“I have all the respect in the world 
for those folks [at Pwnie Express],” he 
adds. “What these guys have done with 
this thing is clever. The technology is 
good technology." 

At die same time, Stephenson notes 
diat when he mentioned die Pwn Plug to 
Norwich’s security engineer, “His immedi- 
ate reaction was, Tm glad that that won’t 
work on our network, because if it did, 
every student in here would have one."' 

When asked about that remark, 
Porcello's smile could almost be heard 
over the phone line. 

“I don't know," he says. “A lot of 
people think that. But in reality, I can 
pretty much guarantee that this would 
get dirough their network." 

Let die cyber games begin. © 


H Pwnie Express will be exhibiting at the 
Vermont Tech Jam this Friday and 
Saturday. October 28 and 2a at the Bor iters 
building 29 Church St. in Burlington 
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Stowe restaurants 
feature prix-fixe 
multi-course meals 
for only 

S15, $25, or $35! 

Participating 
Restaurants include: 

Cactus Cafe 
Charlie B's 

§ Frida's Taqueria & Grill 
S Gracie’s 

1 Harrison's Restaurant & Bar 

W f 

Michael's on the Hill 
P " Norma’s 

Pie in the Sky 

| Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge 
Riverhouse Restaurant 
| Sunset Grille & Tap Room 

2 Trattoria La Festa 


The Whip Bar & Grill 


I Find details and 
view menus at 

gostowe.com/restaurantweek 



Ready, Set, Play 

Dev Jana offers sound advice to Vermont's growing game-design community 


Y ou go online to play a new 
game called “Roy G Beats." 
Immediately, you hear a 
rhythmic, industrial clank, 
and it picks up speed. Syncopated per- 
cussion on a muted high-hat adds an 
almost jazzy kick. A slightly twangy, 
electronic melody line bubbles up. All 
this coalesces into a bouncy soundtrack, 
and you find your toes tapping head 
bobbing your body moving in sync. And 
this is before “Roy G Beats” even begins. 

Click on the game’s introduction, and 
you hear an even sunnier riff vaguely 
reminiscent of an old Allman Brothers 
tune. But start to play in earnest and 
the sounds turn edgier, slightly sinister, 
nudging up the adrenaline level as you 
try to defend a cute little 3-D robot 
named Roy against an invading horde of 
bugs. You become aware that your own 
moves elicit a variety of tones. 

“Roy G Beats” is an online tower- 
defense game created by Dev Jana, 35, 
a game designer and assistant professor 
at Burlington’s Champlain College. A 
multi-instrumentalist, he also composes 
the procedural music for his games. 


Recently, he’s helped to create a new 
specialty within Champlain’s nationally 
renowned Game Studio: sonic arts. The 
way a game sounds, he believes, is at 
least as important as how it looks. 

This weekend at the Vermont Tech 
Jam. Jana says visitors will be able to 
hear, and play, "Roy G Beats" on Mac and 
PC - "It will be about 98 percent done,” 
he promises. Versions for iPhone, and 


Android platforms will roll out by early 
December. After that, the owner of Jana 
Media will begin production on lus next 

Jana doesn’t spend much time sit- 
ting still. “I’m extraordinarily active,” 
he declares in between bites of pizza at 
a recent lunchtime interview. “I hate 
sleeping." 

Indeed. The speed at which Jana 





moves is mirrored in the way his words 
tumble out, as if trying to keep up with 
his thoughts. Checkout his guitar play- 
ing on YouTube, and you can see his 
fingers are equally nimble. 

The son of immigrants — Indian 
father, Filipina mother — Jana was 
born in Erie, Pa., and earned degrees 
in computer systems and game anima- 
tion. Over the decade before he came to 
Burlington, he taught at several schools 
around die country, worked for private 
companies large and small, designed 
games, created apps for the iPhone, and 
... apparently didn't sleep much. 

Since arriving here just over a year 
ago with his wife, Krystal, Jana has fully 
immersed himself in what he calls a 
“very welcoming” community — both 
academic and musical He plays in sev- 
eral bands - Workingman's Army, Phil 
Yates and the Affiliates 
and his own Dragonfly 
Physics - and has 
quickly become a popular 
instructor at Champlain. 

"We were very happy 
to find him," says Amanda 
Crispel, game-program 
director and manager 
of the Game Studio, in 
a phone interview. “He 
has an incredible skill 
set. Students are fighting 
over getting into his pro- 
duction class." Crispel 
adds that Jana's audio course has made 
Champlain’s game-design curricula 
“even richer.” 

Since it launched in 2004, the col- 
lege's Game Studio - which offers 
design, art and animation, production, 
and programming in a “cohort," team- 
based structure — has grown dramati- 
cally. Jana is one of 15 teachers oversee- 
ing a cohort of nearly 350 students. “It’s 
now a fifth of our college population," 
Crispel notes. 

This year, the Princeton Review 
ranked it among the top 10 game-design 
programs in the country. A bonus; 
Selected Game Studio students get 
cutting-edge, real-world experience 
working on outside projects with game- 
design professionals at die college's 
Emergent Media Center. And they have 
an opportunity to study at Champlain’s 
Montreal campus; the Quebec city is the 
world’s second-largest game develop- 
ment center, home to Electronic Arts 
and Ubisoft. 

Jana says he finds teaching at 
Champlain “very fulfilling.” But he's less 
effusive about the state of Vermont’s 
general support for the gaming indus- 
try. “I can name 15 rock bands," he says 
of die vibrant local music scene. “We 


should be able to name people who are 
making games here." 

Jana wants to help change that. 
“The Tech Jam is kind of a coming-out 
party for me,” he suggests. He’s eager 
to demonstrate that Vermont is exactly 
the kind of place for small, start-up, 
technology-based business. 

“I want to attract part of the billion- 
dollar gaming industry here,” Jana says. 
“People get connected here; diere’s 
camaraderie and community. There's 
die kind of strong working environment 
that can help sustain a gaming industry.” 

Though he believes games are an 
important way to reach "young minds," 
Jana points out diat games aren’t just 
for kids anymore. “Games are starting 
to mature,” he says. “It’s a great artistic- 
experience medium and an enormous 
industry. There is no reason to approach 

Crispel agrees. “Games 
are becoming mainstream 
communication media," 
she says, noting that some 
of Champlain’s gaming 
graduates work in public 
relations, business, edu- 
cation and other kinds of 
instruction. “There are 
lots of arenas and learn- 
ing environments.” She 
also agrees that Vermont 
is “an excellent place for 
small, independent stu- 
dios" in the gaming industry. “My one 
gripe,” Crispel adds, “is the Vermont 
Department of Labor, which stands in 
the way of success of small tech studios 
because of the way diey handle contract 
labor. It drives contract work out of 

The growing number of technol- 
ogy businesses — and tech-minded 
graduates - in Vermont may eventually 
lobby for changes in dint environment. 
Meanwhile, Dev Jana keeps busy teach- 
ing design, making games and compos- 
ing music. “I'm trying to show people 
how important sound is,” he says. 
Studies have shown, he adds, that “those 
who listen to or play music regularly 
have less memory loss.” 

Remember that when you're defend- 
ing Roy against the bugs. ® 


D Oev Jana is demonstrating his new 
game. ‘Roy G Beats." at the Vermont 
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F or a while now, I've dreamed 
of creating a wine app for 
smartphones. It would be full 
of intuitive search parameters, 
entertaining tasting notes and thou- 
sands of matching recipes. But once I 
began to comb through the hundreds of 
food and drink apps that already exist, I 
abandoned the idea. There’s an app for 
just about everything, from counting 
carbs to finding a restaurant in Riyadh 
to mastering Peruvian cuisine. Dozens 
of dining apps promise to locate the 
nearest eatery, gluten-free lunch or food 
truck. And the wine-pairing app? Done, 
and done again. 

But do these gadgets work well 
here in Vermont? After all, the state 
does present some challenges — tiny 


towns, for instance, and a tendency to 
cook seasonally and make hyper-local 
wine, beer and cheese. To find the ones 
that do work. I loaded my iPhone with 
food- and drink-related apps and tested 
them on the street, in the store and in 
the kitchen. 

The successes were limited. I discov- 
ered that some dining apps don’t work 
at all in this relatively isolated region. 
Others are time and money wasters — 
for instance, restaurant-reviewer Zagat 
doesn't cover Vermont at all, and many 
of the beer-guide apps don't have a 
handle on local microbrews and craft 

Among the dozens I played with, 
diough, I found a few keepers. 


Bon App? 

Testing smartphone foodie fare in Vermont 

BY CORIN HIRSCH 


food 


Best app for finding 
a restaurant 

URBANSPOON (FREE) 

Of the dining apps that populate the 
iTunes store, I've used Yelp most 
often, launching it on road trips to find 
decent eateries in unfamiliar places. (In 
Vermont, however, I use the print or 
web version of 7Nights, the Seven Days 
dining and nightlife guide.) 

But though Yelp gets props for 
hooking me up with drugstores, gas 
stations and 
national parks, 
Urbanspoon 
actually pulls 
ahead when it 
comes to dining 
out. Both apps 
have reviews, 

interfaces and 

munities. But 
their differences 
became clear 


when I pushed them to the ultimate 
test: At the junction of routes 120 
and 105 in Sheldon, Vt., a windswept 
and seemingly restaurant-free plain, 
1 launched more than a dozen apps to 
find dining options. 

LocalEats, BiteHunter, Ness and 
Alfred, among others, seemed puzzled 
by the location. Yelp offered a few places 
in Enosburg Falls, about five miles away. 
Urbanspoon spilled out a third as many 
more, and, if I shook the phone, it chose 
a place at random. In Sheldon, that shake 
came up with Halvy’s Cafe in Enosburg 
Falls. Another shake, in Ascutney, urged 
me toward MacLaomainn's Scottish Pub 
in Chester. Urbanspoon is apparendy 
tuned in to good rural grub, too. 

Dining app I wish more 
Vermonters used 

FOODSPOTTING (FREE) 

This handsome little app encourages 
users to snap photos of their meals 
and upload 

scrollable slide- 
show. When 
Foodspotting 
pinpoints your 
location, it 
coughs up pic- 
tures of dishes 
that have been 
taken nearby; 


a yourself. 
Foodspotting is fast to load, easy to use 
and perfect for visually oriented types 
such as myself. 

Unfortunately, the app doesn’t seem 
to be in heavy use in Vermont. Many 
photos are months old, and 1 suspect 
that some eateries (a few breakfast 
places in Burlington, for instance) load 
Foodspotting with their own culinary 
shots. I’ve added a picture of the new 
okdol bibimbap at Winooski’s Peking 
Duck House and plan to keep boosting 
tile library. You should, too. 
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Teas for Babes 


On some evenings when ami 
or jesse carst brewed a cup 

of their three 
children used 
to clamor for 

Rather 
than 

ing 
what 
their 
parents 
drank, though, 
the kids tended to 
turn up their noses at the 
intense flavors. 

“Sometimes I found 
excuses not to make it for 
diem,” says Amy Carst. but 
she and her husband eventu- 
ally realized they'd radier 
their kids drink tea than 
soda or hot chocolate. So die 
Warren couple began spend- 
ing 10 minutes each night in 
dieir kitchen, finding blends 
their kids might like — a 
process that took more than 
a year. They also wove art 
and music into the new 
family tea-drinking ritual. 
"We wanted to incorporate 
all of diese things to make it 
an interactive experience,” 
says Amy Carst. 

The Carsts have decided 
to spin the fruits of those 
labors - “organic, caffeine- 
free, sugar-free, artificial 
sweetener- free, fair trade” 
teas — into die groove tea 
project, a line of teas for 
kids. Since nil the flavors 
are named for songs from 
collaborating musicians, a 
music album is forthcoming, 
as well Two of the flavors 
— the intensely aromatic A 
Little Night Music, which 
smells like warm apple pie: 
and the vanilla-mint Le 
Boogie a Velo — launched 
last week. A third berry 
flavor, Barengeburi- 
Bubuland, will follow 


various health benefits: The 
rooibos in A Litde Night 
Music aids digestion, for 
instance, as does the mint in 
Le Boogie a Velo. 

The teas, with colorful 
labels illustrated by 
Vermont artist 
Cathy Stevens 



company’s 
website, and 
Carst hopes 
they’ll soon be for sale 
in local shops. Ten percent 
of each sale benefits music 
and arts programs such 
as Children's Art Village 

- which brings the arts to 
children in India and Ghana 

- and Little Kids Rock, 
which revitalizes school 
music programs in the U.S. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 

It’s been a long, juniper- and 

honey-laden road, but barr 

HILL VODKA and BARR HILL GM 

are on their way to Vermont 
The spirits are the newest 

project of CALEDONIA SPIRITS 

winery, the Hardwick makers 
of Caledonia Honey Mead 
and Elderberry Cordial, 
among other elixirs. The 
90-proof gin is infused with 
juniper berry and honey, 
and the 80-proof vodka 
is distilled from raw local 
honey. Twenty-five cases of 
each should be on shelves 
within a week. 

The positive pie empire 
seems to grow and grow. The 
family-owned chain has just 
purchased the space adjacent 
to its Plainfield branch that 
used to house river run 

RESTAURANT. Co-OWner CARLO 
rovetto says the new space 
likely expand on 


few weeks. All are sweetened t h e Positive Pie concept, 
with Stev ia leaves and boast The family 


Wrapping 
the Season 

HALF PINT FARM IN THE KITCHEN 

Followingtwo devastating floods this summer, half pint 
farm in Burlington’s Intervale has found a way to make 
lemons into lemonade - or rather, green chiles into 
breakfast burritos. “After the floodingof the spring. I 
freaked out, and I was like, This is going to be the short- 
est summer on record,”' says mara welton, who runs the 
farm with her husband, spencer. “I started canning and 
preserving and roasting and freezing. Then Irene hap- 
pened, and I was like, 'All right, it is the shortest season.”’ 

Two weeks ago, the Weltons had their kitchen 
licensed for professional use. At diis year's Burlington 
winter farmers market, the couple will sell all the 
peppers, tomatoes and onions they froze over the short 
summer — as burritos. 

Both grew up eating burritos in Colorado. "When 
tragedy strikes, I go 
to my comfort zone, 
which is cooking my 
grandma’s food," says 
Mara. Earlier this 
month, Spencer’s 
mother lovingly 
carted pinto beans 
across the country 
from a favorite 
Colorado form to 
supply the couple. 

The Weltons will make their own tortillas on the 
eve of each market. The day will start with vegetarian 
or sausage-filled breakfast burritos. At lunch time, die 
couple will serve bean burritos topped with pork with 
green chile sauce, vegetarian red chile sauce or both, in a 
combination they call “Christmas.” 

And Christmas will come early this year for Mexican 
food lovers - die Winter Farmers Market starts on 
November 5. 



locations in Vermont and 
upstate New York, die most 
recent being pizza works in 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 


Fans of himitsu secret sushi, 
die pop-up sushi nights at 
Montpelier’s kismet, now have 
more places to find die fare. 
Creators nate kulchak (also 



the chef) and megan oolan 
now bring their traveling 
sushi kitchen to Morrisville's 

Tuesdays, in addition to dieir 
ongoing Wednesday- night 
residence at Kismet 
While the Kismet events 
have a tasting menu, the other 
two nights are alacarte, widi 
an assortment of rolls, nigiri 
sushi and cooked items. “As 
our original plan was to open 
a restaurant in one location, 
this is our way of really getting 
to know die community and 
understanding where our 
restaurant/food will be most 
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Cater with the ‘Cake! 

We cater weddings, business 
luncheons & HOLIDAY PARTIES... 
Our catering menu goes way 
beyond crepes! 

Join us this December for our 
Catering For A Cause Campaign! 
10% of holiday catering will 
be donated to NOFA-VT’s 
Farmer Emergency Fund. 
Contact us at 

catering@skinnypancake.com 
to book your event today! 

Skinny Pancake Catering 
Proud winners of the 
Food Less Traveled 
2011 Judge’s Choice Award!! 

www.skinnypancake.com 
60 Lake St., Burlington 540-0188 
89 Main St., Montpelier 262-2253 
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Chef Joseph invites 
you to try... 

Duo of Rabbit 

Confit rabbit leg and grilled rabbit bin. 
Served with parsnip puree, baby carrots, 
baby turnips and porcini mushroom au jus. 
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SPOOKY BIUES with Left Eye Jump! 

Friday, October 28 • 8-1 0:30PM 
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JACK D'CAN7CRN CARWING CONfC^f 


bring in your carved pumpkin by 10/30! 
We ll display it and post it on Facebook. 
Best-In-Show wins S50 BierBucks. 
winnerAnnounced on Halloween 


Experience the elegance of a bygone era. 

Reservations: 802-899-2223 
30 Rt. 1 5, Jericho Closed Tuesday 
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Bon App? «R36 

Local dining app that I 
wish worked better 

VERMONT EATS: THE 
ESSENTIAL GREEN 
TRAVEL GUIDE ($2.99) 

When I first heard about the new 
Vermont Eats app from its originator, 
Dorian Yates, my curiosity was piqued. 

An app that 
truly covers 
the local food 
landscape 
would be 

this price, es- 
pecially as it’s 
built with intel 
from Yates' 
book of the 

Unfortunately, 
getting this 
app onto your 

bersome. First, you need to download 
the developer’s Sutro World app, then 
download the 300-plus megabytes 
of data for the Vermont Eats guide. 
The download kept pausing when 
my phone was asleep and ultimately 
took three days. (Yates says this bug 
is fixed with the most recent version 
of Sutro World, but it still didn't work 
smoodily for me). 

The app itself is ambitious and 
impressive, though, with more than 
400 listings for farms, cates, farm- 
ers markets and food producers all 
over the state. Each has its own tiny 
thumbnail, which is probably what 
slows down die program. Once the 
kinks are worked out and users begin 
uploading comments, Vermont Eats 
will be a valuable resource for locals 
and agrotourists alike. 

Best app for building 
dinner around seasonal 
ingredients 

ALLRECIPES DINNER 
SPINNER (FREE) 

I tend to hit markets without a list 
and buy whatever food seems fresh. 
When you shop like this - building 
a meal around a specific item in your 
CSA bin or the short-ribs on sale at the 
meat counter, for instance — Allrecipes 
Dinner Spinner is your friend. It deliv- 
ers basic recipe ideas on which you can 
put your own spin. 



For instance, 

I was recently 
seduced by some 
fresh trout filets 
in my local su- 
permarket. The 
gourmet recipe 
clearinghouse 
Epicurious — 
gorgeous but 
sluggish to load 
- suggested I 
pair the fish with 
parsley pesto, orange-rosemary butter 
sauce, or pumpkin seeds and cabbage- 
cilantro salad. All lovely ideas, but 
moves I would probably not attempt 
on a weeknight. When you enter your 
item into the more basic Allrecipes, 
it allows you to filter dishes with pa- 
rameters such as "no dairy” or "low 
sodium,” and then lists dozens of 
simple — and user-rated — recipes. 
For trout, Allrecipes suggested tech- 
niques for grilling, glazing and pan 
sauteing with fiddleheads. I picked a 
simple amandine. If you don't have a 
specific ingredient in mind, you can 
use die "spinner," a set of dials with 
which you choose the dish type, main 
ingredient (e.g, lamb or shellfish) and 
amount of time you have to cook. 

Best (virtual) celebrity 
chef to have in your palm 

MARK BITTMAN, HOW 
TO COOK EVERYTHING 
($4.99) 

Calling cookbook author Mark Bittman 
a celebrity may be a stretch, especially 
when placed in die 
company of better- 
known chefs such 
as Jamie Oliver or 
Mario Batali. Yet 
when I tested his 
cooking app. How 
to Cook Every tiling 
against the wildly 
popular versions 
of die latter two, 
Bittman’s easily had 
the most charm and 
depth. 

Jamie Oliver’s 20 Minute Meals 
($6.99) starts with a rah-rah video 
and backs each recipe widi even more 
videos. Yet I really dislike watching 
cooking videos, even if Oliver is easy on 
the eyes. Mario Batali Cooks! ($9.99) is 
fun to use, with a tappable map of Italy 
dial yields regional specialties. But the 
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appreciated," writes Kulchak 



Winter is nearly upon us, 
but farmers recovering from 
Tropical Storm Irene may 
be busier than usual during 
the frigid months now diat 
they have means to repair 
the damage. In its second 
round of grants, the Vermont 
disaster relief fund awarded 
$237,500 to 49 farms damaged 
by flooding, bringing the total 
grants so far to $540,000. One 
hundred and one farmers 
have received aid. 


Hospitals don’t generally get 
kudos for feeding the public, 
but FLETCHER ALLEN HEALTH CARE 
is an exception. Last week, 
Health Care Without Harm, 
an international sustain- 
able health care coalidon, 
bestowed two first-place 
awards on the hospital: 
the Sustainable Food 
Procurement Award and 
the Sustainable Food Public 
Policy and Advocacy Award. 
Burlington’s hospital beat 
out more dian 430 others 
for the honors by spending 
more than a diird of its 
annual $3.5 million budget 


on Vermont-made products, 
and even more on regional 
ones. FAHC also educated 
the community through 

its CENTER FOR NUTRITION AND 
HEALTHY FOOD SYSTEMS. Those 
good-citizen awards should 
make the chicken-sausage 
cassoulet at cafe express taste 
even better. 


Those looking forward to 
this Saturday's planned 
dinner at rust iccrs 
paired with the Vermont 
International Film Festival’! 
screeningof Dish: Women, 
Waitressing, and the Art of 
Service had better make 


separate reservations. Dinner 
will be served as usual at club 
take 2, the Essex Cinemas’ 
restaurant, during and after 
the 21+ screening at 5-30 
p.m. But the tasting dinner at 
Rustico’s has been canceled 
due to scheduling conflicts. 
Club Take 2 will also host 
a showing of Being Elmo: A 
Puppeteer's Journey at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. And, no, minors 
won’t be allowed in for the 
behind-the-scenes look at 
the furry monster. 


content is limited, especially consider- 
ing the price. 

Most damningly, neither of these 
two is searchable by ingredient. How 
to Cook Everything, on the other hand, 
offered numerous recipes for that glut of 
squash we face this time ofyear. The app 
is compatible with how many Vermont 
foodies cook: using whatever is local and 
seasonal. Also, nested within each recipe 
are graceful illustrations and techniques 
for tasks such as peeling garlic and fillet- 
ing fish. 

Best app for wine pairing 

WINE PICKS & PAIRINGS: 
NATALIE MACLEAN (FREE) 

Once I’d settled on a dinner of trout 
amandine and roasted butternut squash, 
I wanted to choose a wine diat paired 
with both. More than a dozen wine- pair- 
ing apps currently jockey for users — I 
chose four — and each takes a different 
approach. With Wine to Match, a user is 
asked only broadly about ingredients - 
trout becomes “white fish," for instance, 
and some foods, such as nuts, aren't 
included. 

Enter Natalie MacLean, the saucy 
Australian wine author who recently 
launched her own wine-pairing app. 
Her marketing has been so intense that 
I was dubious it would amount to much. 
I was wrong. MacLean's app is loaded 
with recipes for pairing, and can scan 
wine-bottle bar codes to generate tast- 
ing notes. For my meal, her app sug- 
gested an Old World Chardonnay; for 
the squash, a Viognier. At Fine Wine 



tual picks worked almost as well. The 
downside is that she does not include 
Vermont wines. 

Best app for beer pairing 

CRAFT BEER APP ($0.99) 

Finding an app that pays attention to 
Vermont's many microbrews is a chal- 
lenge. The app Beer Ratings Guide 
($2.99) includes 
quite a few in 
the mix, but 
with only the 
most basic tast- 
ing notes from 
users. iLoveBeer 
(free) is intui- 

taining — with 
tips on judging 

body, as well 
as techniques 
such as how to 



pull a perfect pint - but it only covers 
the bigger brews. Of the apps I tried, 
Craft Beer App came closest to being 
a guide to local beer; the multifac- 
eted tasting and pairing app includes 
Harpoon, Long Trail, Otter Creek 
and Magic Hat. Oh, Vermont Brewers 
Association, why do you not just build 
your own app? 

Best app for cheese 
pairing 

FROMAGE ($2.99) 

This is another crowded category, but 
not all cheese apps are created equal, 
and some have nary a Vermont vari- 
ety on their 
lists. Fromage, 
however, in- 
cludes several 
local cheeses 
among its tast- 
ing notes - 
Vermont Butter 
& Cheese 
Creamery 
Bonne Bouche, 

Cabot Ched- 
dars and Cobb 
Hill’s Ascutney 
Mountain 
among them. 

The app offers fun pairing sugges- 
tions — though some border on the ob- 
scure. A super-Tuscan Tassinaia with 
Spring Brook's Tarentaise? Um, OK. 
Still, Fromage is a decent tool to have 
when navigatingunfamiliar names at a 
cheese counter. © 



Now Open! 

Burlington’s First 
Cupcake Bakery 

Always 24 flavors 



my little cupcake 

217 College St. Burlington. 660-9330 
or 4 Carmichael St . Essex. 872-7676 
myllttlecupcakevt.com 





Sweet Science 

Dale Conoscenti calculates flavor at Burlington's Rhino Foods 

BY ALICE LEVITT 


O n his commute to Burlington’s 
Rhino Foods, Dale Conoscenti 
has a mantra that plays on a 
loop in his head. He’D spend 
die day testing ice creams and cheese- 
cakes at the factory best known for 
its Chessters ice-cream-cookie sand- 
wiches, but the words that seize his 
brain each morning are less appetizing. 
“Glucose and sucrose make fructose," 
he chants. “Monosaccharides, fructose, 
galactose, glucose..." 

Sound like the inner workings of a 
classically trained chef? Hardly. But 
despite earning his degree from the 
New England Culinary Institute during 
die strictly French-influenced 1980s, 
Conoscenti is not your average classi- 
cally trained chef. 

Last week, he became the 76tli 
professional to pass the international 
Research Chefs Association’s grueling 
test to become a certified research chef. 
That job tide applies to cooks who care- 
fully conceive and lest food for fast-food 
chains and other food manufacturers. 
And Conoscenti is not die only one cer- 
tified in Vermont John Shaffer, a flavor 
guru at Ben & Jerry's, is the other. 

Conoscenti, 57, also got his start 
in research and development at the 
Vermont ice cream superpower. Over 
eight years there, beginning in 1993, he 
developed flavors including Fossil Fuel; 
Pistachio, Pistachio; Holy Cannoli and 
Lemon Swirl sorbet. Through Ben & 
Jerry's, he designed die Newman’s Own 
ice cream brand, hashing out ideas with 
its film-star owner over games of pool at 
Newman’s offices in Greenwich, Ct. 

Conoscenti's gigas corporatereseareh 
chef at Rhino Foods is die 54th job in his 
career, he says. Odier stops on his wild 
ride included creating healthy gourmet 
lunches at Barre schools in the 1990s, for 
which he garnered national praise; and 
running his own critically acclaimed 
Montpelier restaurant. Conoscenti, at 
die start of the millennium. 

He left the stress of chef/ownership 
to take a job as corporate chef for the 
Indianapolis-based diner chain Steak 
‘n Shake. Next Conoscenti created 
gourmet cookies in Boston at Dancing 
Deer Baking Co. But the increasingly 
demanding schedule did not fit with his 
other job: raising his daughter, now four 


and a half. So, in 2008, Conoscenti joined 
Rhino Foods, which has allowed him to 
spend more time with his family — and, 
for the past two and a half years, to study 
for the research-chef certification. He 
would rise at 4 a.m., seven days a week, to 
cram On Cooking: a Textbook of Culinary 
Fundamentals and Understanding Food 
Science and Technology. 

This may sound like the habit of a 
lifelong science geek, but Conoscenti 
says that the subject had terrified him 
in school. “I avoided all the sciences as 


much as I could,” he admits. "I felt in- 
timidated by it” 

That changed at NECI, where 
Conoscenti realized he was a hands-on 
learner. “All of a sudden, science was dif- 
ferent for me," he says. “I wasn’t study- 
ing it out of a book. It was like being in a 
lab all the time.” 

Conoscenti had discounted math, 
too, until he began using often-complex 
formulas in his work developing reci- 
pes and making nutritional labels for 
products. 


Despite more titan two decades work- 
ing in die milieu of emulsifiers and pre- 
servatives, Conoscenti had failed the test 
twice before he recently aced the proc- 
tored exam at NECI. “There’s a reason 
there are only 75 of us," he says, citing of- 
ficials at tite Research Chefs Association. 

That number will likely increase, ac- 
cording to Conoscenti. When it comes 
to making nationally distributed food, 
companies look for someone with 
expertise not only in die principles of 
cooking and recipe development, but 
also in microbiology, heat transfer and 
packaging, he says. 

All of these skills are applicable 
as Conoscenti tests ice cream flavors, 
particulates (mix-ins) and baked goods. 
Rhino Foods’ branded products account 
for only a small portion of its business. 
The company’s bread and butter is co- 
packing, which means creating, produc- 
ing and, yes, packing products for other 
brands. Until recently, every Toll House 
chocolate- chip ice cream sandwich was 
made at Rhino's Industrial Parkway 
factory. So were Ben & Jerry’s Wich 
sandwiches. Rhino still makes Hood's 
ice cream sandwiches. 

Once through die factory door, 
visitors must don a hairnet and sanitize 
die bottoms of their shoes in a misting 
machine. Down the hall, the R&D office 
is labeled with a warning that nut prod- 
ucts are used therein. What the warning 
doesn't say is that every product inside 
is kosher and subject to surprise visits 
from a local rabbi. 

Inside, Conoscenti and his part-time 
assistant, fellow Ben & Jerry’s alum Rob 
Douglas, have finally perfected a grab- 
and-go cheesecake for Chicago-based 
manufacturer Prairie City Bakery. 

They started the process in July, 
when die company asked Conoscenti 
to create a cheesecake to its specifica- 
tions. The single-serving dessert will be 
sold primarily at convenience stores, so 
ease was paramount The cake needed 
to withstand freezing, be shelf stable for 
10 days to two weeks, lie simple to cat 
without utensils, be sturdy but not fold- 
able — and it had to taste good. 


II 


More food after the 
classified section. MGE41 
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Conoscenti says they used die first Another unlikely ice cream add-in 
!0 test batches to capture the desired accounts for much of Conoscenti's 
aste. He sent each version to Prairie work. Rhino Foods manufactures more 
y, widi instructions than 20 varieties of cookie dough for ic 


in how to properly thaw the samples for 


i. That includes all of the partieu- 


optimal flavor. No matter what he did. lates in Ben & Jerry’s Chocolate Chip 
though, the tasters wanted more cream- Cookie Dough flavor sold worldwide, 
cheese flavor. The problem was, cream The company even makes cookie dough 


cheese is just too soft for the desired 
consistency of the product. Ultimately, widi malting 
Conoscenti setded on a combination great, despite it 
of powdered natural cream cheese and 
yogurt flavorings. 


for Dippin' Dots. Conoscenti is tasked 
dial the dough tastes 
rigid, nitrogen-frozen 


So, does it bodier this chef 
widi a classic French 
background to focus his 
energy on binders and 
starches? Not really, 
says Conoscenti. 
Switching from 
j the ultra-high-end 
I ingredients at his 
own restaurant to 
fast food at Steak - n 
Shake was a learn- 
ing curve, he admits, 
but a positive one. 
At home, he follows 
a loosely macro- 
biotic diet, but he 
still believes there's 
room for unhealdiy 
treats. “I don’t have 
a problem cooking 
those kinds of foods," 
he says. “There's a 
place for everything. 
I'm not as snobby as I 
used In be.” 

He also points 
out that science has 
made food healthier 
in unexpected 
ways. His favor- 
ite example: the 
lowly microwave. 
“Microwaving is 
such a trigger for people. It's just out 
of not knowing what a microwave is 
that people get threatened," he says, 
shaking his head. “Microwave cook- 
He grabs pints from ing is actually a form of steaming. It's 
s several freezers to the healthiest, most nutritious way to 
cook vegetables." 

Conoscenti's professional intensity 
is on par with the speed of the words 
that pour from him as he describes 


For 10 more batches, 

Conoscenti focused on 
getting die correct 
texture. Not only did 
the product have 
to feel good to the i 
customer, it had to 
be sturdy enough | 
to handle tem- 
perature changes, 
including blasts of 
warm air with the 
opening and closing 
of the refrigerator 
door, without leeching 
liquids. 

Prairie City ap- 
proved both a plain 
and chocolate-swirl 
version of die product, 
each of which is dusted 
with graham-cracker 
crumbs. They’re firm 
enough to pick up, but 
hare a creamy mouth 
feel and pleasant, 
yogurt-y tang. Once 
the folks at Rhino 
master the packaging, 
which utilizes a half- 
moon-shaped hole for 
easy eating without 
touching die food, the 
cheesecake will be ready for sale. Prairie 
City has already ordered 500 cases. 

Conoscenti's job also includes sell- 
ing products that companies don't 
know they 

demonstrate: coconut cream pie with 
Rhino piecrust particulates and crunchy 
shredded coconut; mocha-malted-milk 
ice cream with chewy brownie bites; 
rich chocolate with “extruded brownie his work. It’s clear that, after 53 other 



AND IT HAD TO 
TASTE GOOD. 


pieces." They're all delicious. Best of all 
is somediing Conoscenti calls “ginger 
snap,” which consists of ice cream, 
cookies and real ginger, all softened 
with a creamy caramel swirl. He cre- 
ated all of these flavors to present to the 


job tides, “food scientist” turned o 
to be the perfect match. He even does 
it in his spare time, helping fledgling 
brands to optimize their production 
and packing at the Vermont Food 
Venture Center in Hardwick. “It's 


Kroger supermarket chain as potential been a big wide world that opened up 
products to develop. No word from the for me in food science,” Conoscenti 
company yet on whether fresh ginger says. And the world can thank him, 
will soon be a frozen-dessert ingredient, one bite at a time. © 
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One Good Turn 

The title of Paula Itoundstone's 2006 memoir. There's Nothing in This Book 
That I Meant to Say, could very well be applied to her standup gigs. Not that 
the comedian, best known for her quips on NPR’s quiz show “Wait Wait 
._ Don't Tell Me!,” isn't in control of the show — it's just that she likes to 
improvise. A lot. Her on-the-spot humor is, well, spot-on _. whether she’s 
performing on "The Late Late Show With Craig Ferguson" or pulling 
audience members into spontaneous - and hilarious - conversations in 
nightclubs and concert halls across the country, founds tone may not know 
where the show is going but it’s bound to be a funny ride. 

PAULA POUNDSTONE 

Friday. October 28, 8 p.m., at Barre Opera House. $10-34. Proceeds support the 
Friends of the Aldrich Public Ubrary. Info. 476-8188. barreoperahouse.org 




Instrumental Success 


Circle of Life 

Lt. Governor Phil Scott knows his way around a car. In addition to his legislative work, the Barre 
native has a history as - wait for it - a race-car driver at Thunder Road SpeedBowl. In 2005, he 
took his tire talents and invented the wheel - er. Wheels for Warmth, a benefit for Central Vermont 
Community Action Council’s emergency and supplemental fuel-assistance program. Let's break down 
this revolution: Folks donate used tires to the initiative. If they pass state inspection, those rubbers are 
resold for cheap. If not, they’re taken off the roads and recycled for a small fee. All of the proceeds help 
central Vermonters in need heat their homes this winter. So roll with it. 


Real Vocal String Quartet is composed of the usual suspects: a cellist, a violist and two 
violinists. But the similarities to other string ensembles stop right there. For starters, 
die all- female foursome sings while they string, which can’t be easy with an instrument 
wedged between your shoulder and jaw. They dance. They stomp. They improvise. 
And they shun obscure works, preferring instead to leap from West African rhythms to 
bluegrass to Afro-Brazilian jazz. Havingrecently been featured on Feist’s Metals, the San 
Francisco Bay Area band has earned a rep as the artist's "secret weapon," according to 
Paste mPlayer. Well, die word’s out now ... and the quartet will take a bow in Vergennes 

REAL VOCAL STRING QUARTET 

Saturday. October 29. 8 p.m, at Vergennes Opera House. $12-15: get half-price tickets at deals. 
sevendaysvt.com while supplies last Info. 877-6737. vergennesoperahouse.org 


Spin City 

It's no apparition: A whir of handlebars and spokes, monsters, and mariachi 
musicians wheeled its way through town last year, and the unusual 
procession is back for the second annual Burlington Halloween Bike Ride. 

Cyclists, runners, skateboarders and in-line skaters may masquerade as 
phantasmal creatures, but the costumed cavalcade celebrates conscientious 
riding and driving with a “shared streets, not scared streets" theme. Pedal pushers 
of all ages parade along an easy two-mile route through downtown and the Old North 
End before winding down with hot drinks, candy, music and costume prizes at 
Sounds like something worth spinning for. 


i 




calendar 



music 

AN EVENING WITH GILLIAN WELCH: The slnger- 



VALLEY NIGHT: 440h; lei loose original folk, rock 






TO KILL » MOCKINGBIRD MOCK TRIAL Harper 


IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

■ * CONNECT I!) M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRI 

mOOlle I' 1:1 1 1 'I I-IC ’.MAI . mi I MAI 

MOVIE THEATERSANO MORE. 



LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 




rail 801-476-8188 or order 
at barreoperahouse.org 


Oct 28-30, Nov 4-5 at 7:30pm 
Nov 6 at 2pm • All Tickets $1 8 


Benefit Show October 30 
Ticket sales donated to the 
Mad River Community Fund Flood Relief 


is perfect (or anyone whos dared to dream that 
they can actually get paid tor doing what they lovel 
Follow two young writers (Played by Kip Jones and 
Shane Mulcahy) who decide to create a new musical 


Barre Opera House 


‘Miles Supply 

freen “Mountain Orthopaedic Surgery 
Valsangiacomo, 'Defora &■ tMcQuesfen 


Tfie Point 


THE VALLEY PLAYERS THEATER presents 

[title of show] 


Valley Players Theater 

Route 100, Waitsfield 
Tickets/Info: ValleyPlayers.com 
802-583-1674 

This show Is ralcd K due lo npli.il lungluip. 






calendar 





SAT.29 

art 

ARTISTS' LANTERN-MAKING WORKSHOP. Under 

for Waterbury's'RIver of Ught Community Lantern 
10 am. -4 p.m. Free. Info. 778-0334, infolSgowrl- 





WOOD-CARVING DEMONSTRATION: Visitors avid 



business 

VERM ONT TECH JAM: See FRL28. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 



crafts 


SEN IOR CRAFT CLASSES: Folks ages SS and up 









I Kfi I BR0WS E LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• ... * CONNECT TO M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEO CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile 1 T 10 TIIE-MINUTI l Al I SOAR EVE MS rtUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURAMS Cl 
MOVIE IIIEATERSANO MORE. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS 


ZZ IMPROVISATION: D, 







College of Fine Arts. Montpelier. 11 am.-3 p.m. Free. 


SALOMON SUPERFITEVENT Nordic skiers meet 
am. -6 p.m.^ee. Info. 800-B82-4530. 


THE VERMONT WEDDING AFFAIR: Blushing brldes- 





WEST AFRICAN JUBA DANCE t OJEMBE DRUM 



WHEELS FOR WARMTH Sr 


fairs &festivals 

ESSEX FALL CRAFT & FINE ART SHOW: See FRL2R 


TIBET FESTIVAL- Food, traditional crafts, a yak 



film 


ONE DAY': See FRI.28. S:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m, 
PROJECT NIM - : James Marshs documentary looks 



HopklnsCenter, Dartmouth College Hanover N.H.. 
6:30 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. $5-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 
TOAST: See FRI.Z8, 5:30 p.m & 7:30 p.m. 







CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.26. 2 p.m. 
ENOSBURG FALLS FARMERS MARKET: A more- 

vll lage. Lincoln Park. Enosburg Falls. 9 am.-l p.m. 
Free Info, 933-4S03. 

LEARN TO TASTE Foodies heighten their edble ex- 

Burlington P noon-4p.m. FreeHnfo. 264-2146. 

MIDDLEBURY FARMERS MARKET Crafts cheeses 

Free. Info. 388-0178. mlddleburyfmeyahoo.com. 



NORWICH FARMERS MARKET: Neighbors dscover 






RUTLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET: Oowntown 
strollers find high-quality fruits and veggies. 

and artisan crafts within arms' reach. Depot Park. 
Rutland, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Info. 773-4813. 

health & fitness 


DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY: Piles of pills? Community 



holidays 

ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BASH: Masqueraders 

ANNUAL HAUNTED HOUSE: See FRL2B, 7-11 p.m 
DEADNBERRY MORTUARY HAUNTED HOUSE: See 


EMMONS ISLAND HAUNTED TRAIL For one night 



HALLOWEEN TOUR: A 19th -century-style funeral 



HAUNTED CASTLE FRIGHT NIGHT: See FRL28 7-11 





NIGHTMARE ON FERRY ROAD: Eerte haunted 
house happenings raise funds for the school. Lake 

menu forsale Jnfo. 9BS-2827. P 


NIGHTMARES ON COLLEGE STREET: See FRI.28. 




SPONSORED BY: 
Vermont College ot Fine Arts 


A NEW LOOK FOR 
AN OLD FRIEND 



ID CASSIDY: the pop singer and ac 


FRANCOIS SCARBOROUGH CLEMMONS Spirit! 



community 
health centers 

OF BURLINGTON 


JEH KULU DANCE AND DRUM THEATER In 

ness. Burlington City Hall Auditorium. 2p.tr 
MARCO BENEVENTO: An organ player and r 
of Usher with a spooky. Indie score. FlynnSp 

PATRICK FITZSIMMONS: Now In remission ' 


■ RIVERSIDE HEALTH CENTER 

■ CHCB’S DENTAL CENTER 

■ SAFE HARBOR HEALTH CENTER 

| PEARL STREET YOUTH HEALTH CENTER 

■ SCHOOL-BASED DENTAL CENTER 






calendar 




seminars 

GENEALOGY WORKSHOP: Vermont French- 



5 College, Burlington 9-11 am. $25. Info. 275-0153. 

g sport 

vi PLATTSBURGH ROLLER DERBY: NIGHT OF THE 

ntylng throwdown Detween Plattsburgh's North 



theater 

-BIG LOVE': See THU.27. 2 part. & B p.m. 

ERZSEBET: THE BLOOD COUNTESS SAGA' 

g ITS A SCREAM - : See FRI.28. 7:30 p.m. 

3 LAUGH LINES': See WE0.26, 8 p.m, 

3 MAO SCIENCE THEATRE: 'CSI LIVE! 1 : See FRI.28 2 

3 p.m. & 7 p.m. 



NIGHTMARES 01 

kids 



SUN. 30 

art 

ARTISTS' LANTERN -MAKING WORKSHOP See 

community 

DEVILS BOWL SPEEDWAY TOWN MEETING 

Info, 236-9141 or 355-32 B2. devllsbowlspeedway® 


dance 





etc. 

GROUP EMPOWERMENT DRUMMING: Pounding 



540-0181. 

TIMBER FRAME RAISING: Participants do some 
heavy lifting, fitting, pegging and high flying as 



holidays 

A FAMILY HALLOWEEN: Old-fashioned festivities 
I ndude pumpkl n carving doughnuts on a strl ng 



party. See calendar spotlight Burlington City Hall 


DEAONBERRY MORTUARY HAUNTED HOUSE: See 


FESTIVAL OF PUMPKINS: 

jack-o'-lanterns light the ia 


WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER Ladles of all ages 
and abilities break a sweat while passing around 
the spherical polyhedron. Miller Community and 
Recreation Center Burlington. 6-8 p.m. $3. Info. 


theater 



THE ELEPHANT MAN: See FRI.2B. 2 p.m. 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
CATAMOUNT ARTS: See SAT.29. 1 p.m. 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HD: 
SPAULDING AUDITORIUM: See SAT.29. Spaulding 
Auditorium. Hopkins Center. Dartmouth College 
Hanover, N.H., I p.m. $10-29.50. Info, 603-646-2422. 



MON. 31 

dance 



etc. 

BAT AWARENESS WEEK: See WED. 26 9 a.m-9p.m. 


I WR I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• , f * CONNECT In M-SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLEO CELLPHONE FORFRE 

mobile : cm TIIE-MINU II ! Al I NOAR EVENTS PLUS OTHER NEARBY Fit STAURANIS I I 
- MOVIE IIIEATERSANO MORE. 



FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 


film 



•ONE DAY': See FRI.28.730 p.m. 

TOAST: See FRL2& S:30 p.m. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO See WED.26. 2 p.m. 


health & fitness 

GENTLE GRATITUDE YOGA: Easy lying, sitting and 



holidays 

BAT AWARENESS WEEK: ORESS UKE A BAT: 



FESTIVAL OF PUMPKINS See SUN.30, 6:30 p.m. 
NIGHTMARES ON COLLEGE STREET: See FRI.28. 






music 

HALLOWEEN ORGAN CONCERT: A dramatic lights 

7:30-9 pm Free. Inlb. 656-7778. ^ 

seminars 

COMMUNITY HERBALISM CLASS: Light your inner 

Warml ng Foods lor Winter.- Vermont Center lor 
lntegradveHerba««aMontpel^6-8p.m.SI0-l2: 

INTERMEDIATE INTERNET EXPLORATION: Master 

Library. Burlington 3-4:30 pm. S3 suggested 
donation: preregister. Info 865-7217. 



talks 

JUDITH BRYANT: The Lincoln artist reflects on 
-Going to Pot: My Life With Clay." Faith United 



SHAPE & SHARE LIFE STORIES: Prompts trigger 

878-4918. 


TUE.01 

crafts 


CHAMPLAIN VALLEY OUILTERS'GUILO: Ne 



dance 

BALLROOM DANCE CLASS: Take a swing and then 






THE (IMPOLITE) SCIENCE 
OF THE HUMAN BODY 


Lyric Theatre presents: 


For tickets: 

802-86-FLYNN or www.flynntix.org 


Huge Trunk Show 

FR1 11/4 10-6 • SAT 11/5 10-5 • SUN 11/6 1-5 

e a d-C r a Z y^ 


\ X if or v or tCHO through lor. U, 7012 

♦ EXPLORE 

ALL THE GROSS 
0 THINGS OUR BODIES 
( ^ DO TO KEEP US HEALTHY 

‘X®' Based on the bestselling book 

GROSSOLOGY! Features giant |f| 
interactive animatronics and outrageous jHE* 
exhibit characters and games. This na 
blockbuster attraction is fun for all ages 

and it's so gross you'll love ill M 


-X Vervtion-f Children 


#eCHQI 

BURLINGTON. VERMONT • ECHOVERMONT.O 

7 ECHO lake Aquarium l Scieme Center ^ ® 





calendar 


= LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: Sec WED.26. 2 p.m. 


health & fitness 

CHAIR TOGA & TAi CHI: Slow, genii e movements 



anxiety, stress fatigue ADHD and other common 





p.m. S5 suggested donation. Info 881-S2I0. 


kids 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships over 


FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Good listeners are reward- 



i 


MORNING PLAYGROUP: Astrologer Mary Anna 

Montpelier 10-TL30a.m. Free. Info. 223-0043. 
SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP: Free play, crafting and 





language 

884-5088. 

music 

GREEN MOUNTAIN CHORUS: Men Who like to sing 
learn four-part harmonies at an open meeting c i 

School. Winooski. 7-9:30 pm. Free. Info. 505-9595. 





JAMES HEFFERNAN: the Dartmouth College 



JERNIGAN PONTIAC Seven Days' "Hackle! - colum- 
nist reflects onXombatlng Prejudice and Isms' on 











CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CUSSES = 


classes 


® THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 

building 


pany their children. All materi • 
als provided. No registration 
necessary. Ages 6 months to 5 


$250/ workshop. Location: 
Richmond. Info; Peter King. 
933-6103. A crew of beginners 


burlington city 


BCA 


S135/BCA members. Clay 
sold separately at $20/25-lb. 
bag. Glazes and firings ind. 
Location: BCA Clay Studio. 
250 Main St.. Burlington. 
Bring your own ideas or let our 
expertpotter Chris Vaughn 




as gifts 


Students will explore a variety 
of software techniques and 
create projects suited to their 

suited for beginners who are 
interested in furthering their 
design-software skills. 

DROP IN: GIVE IT A WHIRL: 
AOULT POTTERY: Fri, Sep. 

16 Oct. 21. Nov. 18 & Dec 16, 


or use for your own i 
lions. Work with the wheel and 
hand-building techniques to 
create ceramic mugs, bowls. 


DESIGN: ADOBE 
ILLUSTRATOR: Nov.7-0ec. 

12. 630-8:30 p.m.. Weekly on 
Mon. Cost: $185/ nonmem- 
bers. S166.50/BCA m 





i sit fori 


DROP-IN: FRIDAY NIGHT 
FAMILY CLAY: Fri., Sep. 16-Dec 
16 (no class Nov. 25). 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. Cost: $6/person, 
S5/BCA member. Location: 
BCA Clay Studio. 250 Mam 


person, S10/BCA member. 
Location: BCA Clay Studio, 
250 Main SL. Burlington. This 


amazing sculptures. Staff will 
give wheel and hand building 
demonstrations throughout 


greener. Ages 16 and up. 

community 

TRAINING FOR TRANSITION: 


Please call or visit website for 
details on payment Location: 
Charlotte Senior Center, 
Charlotte. Info: 425-2111, 
transit! oncharlottevtorg. 

orgjjs offering the two- 

course as developed by the 
Transition Network in England 
(TransltionNetwork.org). The 


the basics of preparing and 
centering the clay, and making 
cups, mugs and bowls. Ages IT 

DROP IN: LIFE DRAWING FOR 
ADULTS (16+):Sep. 12-Dec. 

12, 6:30-8:30 pm. Weekly 
on Mon. Cost S8/sesslon, 


Burlington. This drop-in i 

tated by a BCA staff member 
and professional model, 

Please bring your own drawing 
materials and paper. No regis- 
tration necessary. Purchase a 
drop-in card and get the sixth 

DROP IN: PAINTING FOR 
ADULTS (16+) : Sep. lS-Oct 
13, 6:30-8:30 p.m.. Weekly 
on Thu. Cost: SlO/session. 


DROP-IN: PRESCHOOL CLAY: 

Sep. 16- Dec. 16. 9:30-11:30 
am. Weekly on Fri. Cost $6/ 
parent & child pair. S5/BCA 
members. Location: BCA 
Clay Studio. Burlington. This 
popular drop-in program In- 


reative and social. Through 
rt projects designed for 
arly learners, young artists 
nil draw work with clay, and 


accomplished painter and BCA 
instructor for overlO years. 
Come paint from a still llfeor 
bring something (abstract 

provides glass palettes, easels, 
ing trays and drying 
PI ease bn ng your own 
mg materials. Purchase a 
in card and get the sixth 

IN: POLLYWOG 
PRESCHOOL: Sep. 15-Dec. 

15, 9:30-ll:30am, Weekly 
on Thu. Cost $6/parent & 
child pair. SS/BCA mem- 
bers. Location: BCA Center, 


tions in a multimedia environ- 
ment thatis both creative anc 
social. Participants will work 
with homemade play dough. 




It is recommended forcom- 
munities wishing to become 
an Internationally recognized 


MAD SCIENTIST WORKSHOP: 

Nov, 6, 4-9 am. Cost $64/ 
workshop, ind. all materials. 
4 hrs. of class & breakfast. 


8214, guybarn@usa.net, 
brlckels.com. Createday 
steam punk machines and 


materials provided. Ages3to 
6 Get a free visit! Purchase a 
S30 punch card for six drop-in 
classes. S25 for BCA members. 

JEWELRY: GUIDED OPEN 
STUDIO: Nov. 9-Dec. 14. 6-9 
pm.. Weekly on Wed. Cost 

BCA members. Location: BCA 
Clay Studio. 250 Main St, 
Burlington. Get help from the 
instructor. Rebecca Macomber. 


tonne metals get help with 
your precious-metal-day and 
enameling projects A perfect 
umetoworkon gifts for the 
holidays! Ages 16 and up. 
PRINT: CARDS & GIFT WRAP: 

Weekly on Mon. Cost S150/ 
nonmembers, $13S/BCA 
members. Location: BCA 
Print Studio, 250 Main St, 
Burlington. Who doesn't love 

gift tags and wrapping paper 
usi ng tec hniques such as sten- 
ciling Turkish paper marbling. 
Imocut and silkscreening. Plus. 


Herbs, using herbs, spices, 
essential oils plant-based oil 


instructions Please bring a 
quart-sized paperboard milk or 
soy container and an old towel. 


BALANCE. HARMONY, 
BALLET: Location: Burlington 
Dances. 1 Mill St. suite 372, 


Burlington. Info: 863-3369. 
lucille@naturalbodiespilates. 
com. NaturalBodiesPilates 
com. Love ballet? Release 
unnecessary tension and con- 

to shape, tone and align your 
body while experiencing 
elegance, personal growth 
and grace. Classes include 
teachings of the masters of 
movement: Pllates, Delsarte, 
Balanchine, Vagonova. Laban 
and Bartenieff for balance and 


Location: 266 Pine St, 
Burlington. Info: Victoria. 
598-1077, lnfo@salsallna.com. 
Salsa classes, nightclub- style, 
on-one and on-two, group and 


7:lSp.m. Argentinean Tango 
class and social Fridays 7:30 
p.m, walk-ins welcome No 
dance experience, partner or 
preregistration required, just 


enjoyable workout! 

LEARN TO SWING DANCE: 

Cost: $60/6-week series 
($50 for students/seniors). 
Location: Champlain Club. 

20 Crowley St, Burlington. 
Info: lindyvermont.com. 

and socializing, with fabulous 


Classes start every six w 
Tuesdays for beginners: 


clay, includes complimentary 
Frankenstein pancake break- 
fast at Hand/s and your own 
opening during First Friday 

THE ARTS SCIENCE OF SOAP 
MAKING: Nov. 10. 69 p.m. 
Cost: $40/persoa Limit: 16. 
Location: CVU High School, 10 


The Champlain Club, 20 


kevin@Tirststepdance.com, 
FirstStepDance.com. Come 
alone, or come with friends. 


all at one time, save the whole 
weekend. Say "Burlington 
dances audiences and dancers 


freshmenis. Feel good, laugh! 
Dance with new friends! 

empowerment 

4 SOCIETIES W/IN THE 
COMMUNITY: WHICH 1 DO 
YOU BELONG TO?: Oct. 29. 

9 a.m-S p.m Cost: $7S/day: 
$2 00/weekend. Location: 55 
Clover Lane. Waterbury. Info: 
Janet, 279-85 54. handtales. 

thriving as you learn how 

contribute more successfully. 
Using techniques developed 
by the Okanagan Native 
Americans and the Informa- 
tion in your fingerprints, you 

information, play, community 


flynnarts 

FLYMMARTS 


of our programs, everyone is 
encouraged to attend, and no 
partner is necessary. Three 
locations to choose from! 

UNRAVEL & DELSARTE IN 
ACTION!: You are invited 
to our birthday weekend 

Theatre, Song and Laughter. 
Fri. Nov. 4. 7 p.m. Delsarte 
In Action with Joe Williams 
Sat Nov. 5, 7 p.m. Choose 

$100. Location: Burlington 
Dances. 1 Mill St, suite 372. 
Burlington. Info: Burlington 
Dances. Lucille Dyer, 863- 
3369, lnfo@Burllngton Dances, 
com. BurllngtonOances.com. 



WRIT! NG & PERFORMANC E 
WORKSHOP W/ BRIAN 
FREEMAN: Intermediate 
Adults & Older Teens. Tue, 

class. Location: Flynn Center. 
Burlington. Brian Freeman 


black queer performance 
troupe Pomo Afro Homos. In 
this workshop, he introduces 
participants to strategies 
for writing and performing 
original works, including tech- 
niques to prepare the body 

and strategies for developing 
monologues from personal 
s. found text and 



classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 


FLYNNARTS « P.51 

Burlington. This class expands 
participants’ abilities using 
time-tested approaches in- 
forming modern theater, from 
Stanislavsky to Uta Hagen. A 

theatricality. Improvisational 
exerci ses encourage sponta- 
neity. quick thinking and free 

yourself and think on your feeL 
as you propel your confidence 



DROP-IN EVENING OANCE 
CUSSES FOR TEENS & 
ADULTS!: Location: Flynn 


(80s jaz 2. world jazz! cabaret). 
Scheduleavailableonline at 
flynnarts.org. 

HIP-HOP WORKSHOP W/ 
JEFFREY PAGE: Intermediate 

Flynn Center. Burlington. 

An Emmy Award-nominated 
and VMA Award-winning 
director-choreographer in 
NYC and L.A.. JefTre/s credits 
indudechoreographyand 
staging for Bey once Will and 
Jada Pinkett-Smitft R. Kelly, 
VH1. MTV. Cirquedu Soleil. 
and more. He danced in Bi II T, 
Jones' Broadway production of 
Felal and is a resident chore- 
ographer for reality sensation 



gardening 

BULB BASICS: PUNNING & 
PUNTING FOR BEAUTIFUL 
SPRING COLOR: Oct. 27, 

Gardener's Supply Garden 

Williston. Info: 658-2433, 
seminars@gardeners.com. 
gardenerssupplystore.com. 
We kick off our Lunch & Leam 


choose healthy bulbs, proper 
planting techniques, tools, and 


should play a part in where 



MASTER GARDENER 2011 
COURSE: Feb. 7-May. 1.6:15-9 
p.m„ Weekly on Tue. Cost: 
$385/ Incl. Sustainable 


Mlddlebury. Newport. 
Randolph Clr.. Rutland, 
Springfield. SL Albans, 
Waterbury, White River Jet 
Info: 656-9562, master. 
gardener@uvm.edu. uvm. 
edu/mastergardener. Learn 
the keys to a healthy and 
sustainable home landscape 
as University of Vermont 
raculty and experts focus on 

topics: fruit and vegetable 
production, flower gardening 
botany basics, plant pests, soil 
fertility, disease management 
healthy lawns, invasive plant 



helen day art 
center 



Helen Day 

Art Center 





DIGITAL ART: Oct 27-Nov. 

17, 6-8:30 p.m.. Weekly on 

Location: Helen Day Art 
Center. S School St.. Stowe. 
Info: 253-8358. education® 
helenday.com. helenday.com. 

designs and enhance digital 
photographs. Students will 
work with the program Adobe 
Photoshop to create imagina- 
tive and dynamic images. 
Therewillbeafocuson two- 
dimensional design elements 


and photographic techniques 
such as composition, color 
theory and lighting Limited to 
6 students. Instructor Leigh 
Ann Rooney, 

PAPER MARBLING FOR KIDS & 

ADU LTS: Nov. 11. 1-4 pan. Cost: 
$3 5/class (family discount 
of 510/person). Location: 
Helen Day Art Center. 5 School 
SL. Stowe. Info: 253-8358, 
education@helenday.com, 


lian art of paper decorati 



Helen Day Art Center. 5 School 
SL. Stowe. Info: 253-8358. 
education@helenday.com. 
helenday.com. Explore a 
variety of experimental tech- 

or acrylics. On different types 
of papers you will create 



appl ied to designing success- 
ful compositions focusing on 
abstract relationships. The 

successful compositions will 
Forster Beach. 


herbs 

EDIBLE/MEDICINAL PLANTS 
OF THE NORTHEAST: Cost: 
520/session, S150/ prepaid. 
Location: NatureHaven, 

431 East Rd.. Milton. Info: 
Laurie DiCesare. 893-1845 
naturehaven8@hughes.neL 
10 -session home study/field 


printed plant family handouts, 
hands-on herb projects, local 
park walks. Flexible schedul- 

group nature walks, interpre- 
tive trails. species listing also 

LIP BALMS: A MINI- 
WORKSHOP: Nov. 1, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Cost: $5/l-hr. hands-on 

Purple Shutter Herbs. 7 W. 

Purple Shutter Herbs. Purple 
Shutter Herbs, 865-4372, 
info@purpleshutter.com. 
purpleshutter.com. Everybody 



in a one-hour class where to- 
gether youll make all-natural 
lip balms. Each person will 


to attend (parents free, if 
assisting). 


WISDOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Monthly Wild Edible 
and Medicinal Plant Walks 


our Facebook page, orjoin our 

our 2012 Wisdom of the Herbs 
and Wild Edibles Intensive are 
now posted on our website. 

available to qualifying ap- 

the Herbs School. Woodbury. 
Info: 456-8122. annie@wis- 
domoftheherbsschool.com. 
wisdomoftheherbs school, 
com. Earth skills for changing 
times. Experiential programs 

living skil Is, and the i nner jour- 
ney. Annie McCleary. director, 
and George Li si. naturalist 

holistic health 

ENERGY SEX INTENSIVE: Nov. 
13. 12-5:30 p.m Cost: $95/ 
workshop, 20% discount if 
you register 2 or more people. 
Location: Burlington Dances 
Studio. 1 Mill St. (Chace Mill), 
suite 372 Burlington. Info: 

Cooke 383-4878, intimat- 

play with your own sexual 
energy toolkit by using breath, 
sound, movement vision 



erotic power The workshop is 
clothes on, hands off for men. 
women singles and partners. 


language 


ABSOLUTELY TRUE! LEARN 
SPANISH: Location: Spanish 
in Waterbury Center, 
Waterbury Ctr. Info: Spanish 
In Waterbury Center. 585- 
1025 spanishparavos@gmall. 


provide high-quality, afford- 

languagefor adults, teens and 
children. Personal Instruc- 
tion from a native speaker via 


including AP. See our website 
contact us for details. 


martial arts 


AIKIDO: Join now & receive a 
3-mo. membership for $190. 
This special rate Includes 


Light). Burlington Info: 951- 
8900, burlmgtonaikido.org. 

Aikido is a dynamic Japanese 


physical ant 
through the 


ing, circular movements, 
and pinning and throwing 
techniques. We also teach 
sword/st aff arts and knife 




Program provides scholarships 
for children and teenagers. 

for children ages 5-6. Classes 
are taught by Benjamin 
Pincus Sensei. Vermont's only 
fully certified (Shidoin) Aikido 




(2nd floor), Burlington. Info: 
Vermont Aikido. 862-9785, 
vermontaikido.org. Aikido 
for Children (ages 6-12) at 
Vermont Aikido. Class starts 

take home. Aikido trains body 
and spirit together, promoting 
physical flexibility with flowing 

tion, respect ror others and 
confidence in oneself 

VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 
JITSU: Moa-FrL 6-9 p.m. & 
Sat. 10 a.m. 1st class is free. 
Location: Vermont Brazilian 

Williston. Info: 660-4072 
bjj.com/ciasses for men. 

Jiu-Jitsu enhances strength, 
flexibility, balance, coordina- 
tion and cardio-respiratory 



Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu martial arts 
program In a friendly, safe and 
positive environment. Accept 


tor under Carlson Grade Sr. 
leaching in Vermont born 





VING TSUN KUNG FU: Mon. 
&Wed. 5:30-7:30. Cost: 


MillerCenter. 130 GosseCt, 
Burlington. Info: MOY TUNG 
KUNGFU. Nick. 318-3383. 
KUNGFU.VT@GMAIL.COM. 
MOYTUNGVT.COM. Traditional 
MoyYatVingTsun KungFu. 
Leam a highly effective com- 


d economy of 
motion. Take physical stature 
out of the equation: with the 
VI ngTsun system, 


VERMONTNINJUTSU: Tue. 

& Thu. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Sun. 
930-11:30 a.m. Cost: $80/mo. 
Location: Elements of Healing 

JcL Info: 825-6078, vtnin- 
jutsu@gmaiLcom. An ancient 

Bujinkan Budo Taijutsu com- 
prises nine samurai and ninja 
battlefield schools. Training 
includes physical conditioning. 



INTRODUCTION TO ZEN: Sat. 
Nov. S. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
Cost S30/half-day workshop. 


Vermont Zen Center, 985 
9746. ecross@crosscontext 
net vermontzen.org. The 
workshop is conducted by an 

and focuses on the theory and 


required. Call for more info, or 


register online. 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: 

Meditation instruction 


9 a.m.-]2 p.m.. or by ap 


meets the first Saturday of 
each month for meditation 
and discussions. 9 a.m. -12 



Burlington Shambhala 
Center, 187 So. Winooski Ave.. 
Burlington. Info: 658-6795. 

org Through the practice of 

and ri ssolves, you are con- 
necting with your heart. By 
simply letting yourself be. as 
you are. you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. The 

discovering gentleness and 



= CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


pilates 


ALL WELLNESS: Location. 
128 Lakeside Ave„ suite 103. 
Burlington. Info: 863-9900. 



integrating physical therapy. 
Pilates Reformer. Power 


Pilates mat classes. Vinyasa 
and Katonah Yoga, and indoor 


fitness class is free if you men- 
tion this ad! 

ANNUAL PILATES 
MEMBERSHIPS: If you love 



Natural Bodies Pilates, 1 Mill 
SL. suite 372, Burlington. 
Info: 863-3369. lucllle® 



reiki 

USUI REIKI: 1ST DEGREE: 

$175/6-hr. class. Location: 

Medicine. Hinesburg. Info: 
Vermont Center for Energy 
Mediclne.CIndy Carse. 
985-9580, dndy @energy- 
medicinevt.com. energy 

a traditional Japanese healing 
art that facilitates health and 
transformation on all levels 
(body, mind and spirit). Reiki 
can be supportive of any life 



support groups 

GRIEF ETIQUETTE: Nov. 15. 
6-7:30 p.m. Cost: $20/person. 

School, 10 mins, from exit 12. 
Hinesburg. Info: 482-7194. 
access® cvuhs.org, cvuweb. 
cvuhs.org/access. Have you 



a friend? Join grief educa- 
tors Patty Dunn, director of 
Hospice Volunteer Services In 


Addison County, and Suzanne 
Richard, school counselor K-12. 
and learn helpful and practical 
ways to be supportive. Gain 
insightintoandconfidence in 
handling these inevitable and 


tai chi 

SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 
Beginner classes SaL morn- 


Church St, Burlington. Info: 
864-7902. Iptaichi.org. The 
Yang Snake Style is a dynamic 
tai chi method that mobilizes 
the spine while stretching 
and strengthening the core 


TAI CHI EASY: AN 
INTRODUCTION: Nov. 2. 7-8:30 
p.m. Cost: $10/1.5 hrs. of soft 



865-4372. psherbs®s over.net. 
purpleshutter.com. Tai Chi 
Easy is a simpleand profound 

stationary, standing position 
or seated. It triggers key physi- 
ological and psychological 
health benefits. Liz Geran has 
been practicing Tai Chi and Oi 
Gong for 16 years. 


Vermont center 
for yoga and 
therapy 



SELF-COMPASSION: TAMING 
THE INNER CRITIC WITH 
ISABEALL LOGAN. PHD, 


Center Tor Yoga and Therapy, 
364 Dorset St, suite 204. S. 
Burlington. Often the first 
step on the path to healing, 
balance and growth is making 

readings journaling and dis- 
cussion to foster the natural 


:Nov. 12.9:30a.m.-3pm 
Cost: S70/day. Location: 
Vermont Center for Yoga 



group experience, focusing on 
developing self-awareness and 
intuition around food. Along 
with gentle yoga/meditation. 
Shiatsu bodywork. Reiki and a 


and consciousness. VHAP 
accepted. 

YOGA FOR STRESS 
REDUCTI ON W/ TISHA SHULL: 
Drop-in weekly yoga class. 


Center for Yoga and Therapy. 
364 Dorset St., suite 204. S. 
Burlington. There are many 
wonderful postures and prac- 
tices in yoga that specifically 
attend toreducing stress, and 
bringing the individual to a 

ness. This group will help 
participants reduce stress and 
anxiety i n their everyday lives 
in a way that is safe, support* 


yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: S14/ 
class. $130/dass card. SS-S10 
community classes. Location: 

Info: 864-9642. yoga»evolu- 


rangingfrom beginner to 
advanced, We offer classes 
in Vinyasa. Anusara-mspired. 
Kripalu and Iyengar yoga. 
Babies/ kids classes also avail- 


strengthen postpartum with 
pre-/postnatal yoga, and check 
out our thriving massage 
practice. Participate in our 
community blog: evolutionvt. 
com/evoblog. 

STUDIOM NOW OPEN IN 
VERGENNES: Cost: $13/ 
single class. $110/10-dass 


Location: studioM Ybga. 179 
Main SL, Vergennes. Info: 
Michelle LaJolce, 777-0098, 


ml ajoiceS'St uclioMyoga.com, 
studioMyoga.com. Yogafor ev- 
erybody and level of practice: 
our teachers offer a variety 
of creative classes, including 
Little & Afterschool Yogis. S5 
Community Class, Vinyasa. 
Power Lunch Flow. Nosara and 


It 

A Search for Common Joy: 



Readings by Vermont Author 

1 

Martin Magoun 

LUJ 


Saturday, November 5th 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

BCA Center (Firehouse Gallery) Burlington 

1 9 


Vermont author, Martin Magoun, a graduate of ' I 

Williams College, will share selected readings from his book of poetry. 
Shattered and his memoir, Russian Roulette. 


Please join us for an evening of words, wisdom, pain, beauty, life and laughter 1 . 
Reception before and after the readings,followed by Q & A with the author. 



201 1-2012 PERFORMANCE SEASON 


OCTOBER- 

DECEMBER 



ST. PETERSBURG STRING QUARTET, chamber music 10/30 

harry MANX, bl ues guitar, banjo and mohan veena 11/4 

JAIME LAREDO and SHARON ROBINSON, violin andcello duo 11/11 

REGINA CARTER'S "REVERSE THREAD," iazz and African roots 11/18 

MOIRA smiley AND voco, holiday program, folk/world music 12/2 

THE ROSE ENSEMBLE, holiday program 12/9 


VER. |,,^ $ 



To order tickets please visit 

WWW.UVM.EDU/LANESERIES oreall 802.656.4455 
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Late Bloomer 

Songwriter Steven Leibman finally 
paints his masterpiece by matt bushlow 


f i o you know Ry Cornier was 

I V 23 when he did that first 

B^B album? Twenty-fucking- 
three?" 

Steven Leibman is seated across the 
table in the dimly lit dining room of the 
Daily Planet in Burlington. His buddy; 
Brett Hughes, is seated next to him. 
The local country-music stalwart is all 
charming smiles, clad in stylish Ray- 
Bans and a green-and-white trucker cap. 
But Leibman isn't lookingatHughes. He 
asks his question to the air, marveling at 
how someone so young could possess 
Cooder’s uncanny brilliance on the elec- 

It's natural for Leibman to have age 
on his mind. The 63-year-old just com- 
pleted his first album, I Know They're 
There, after decades of writing and false 

With his neady trimmed salt-and- 
pepper beard, wire-rim glasses, and 
glass of club soda, Leibman could be the 
poster boy (or every artist who took a 
day job to pay the bills and start a fam- 
ily — and then struggled to get back to 
his art. Though most folks never make a 
late-period album or finish that nov- 
el — with the release of I Know They're 
There, Leibman has chased down his 
dream and made it real. 

As for the timing, he pauses before 
answering. “It was now or never," Leib- 
man says, with a dark chuckle, his eyes 
sparkling. “I could fucking drop dead at 

He’s only sort-of joking. In December 
2008, Leibman went under the knife for 
what he calls “unexpected" quadruple- 
bypass surgery. 

Just a few mondis earlier, he had em- 
barked on a new search to find the right 
partner to help him make his first album. 
Leibman has a decades-long history of 
recording demos and one-off songs in 
studios from Los Angeles to MontreaL 
But never an entire album. In his mind, 
he's never been able to find die right mu- 
sical collaborator. 

As recendy as 2007, Leibman worked 
with a team at Montreal’s Hotel2Tango 
studio to record a one-song “test” of his 
song "I Know They're There,” with the 


intention of working on an LP. Though 
he says the experience was “wonderful," 
it didn't continue past the one song. The 
reason? 

“Creative differences," he says. 

Enter Brett Hughes, recommended 
to Leibman by mutual friend and Swale 
keyboardist/singer Amanda Gustafson. 
Hughes had, in late 2008, just come off 
recording sessions for Surprise Me Mr. 
Davis, the constandy touring rock quar- 
tet built around die songwriting talents 
of Virginian Nathan Moore and Brad Barr 
of MontreaL After Leibman heard that 
band’s demos - plus Hughes' recordings 
of his own trio, Monoprix, and his com- 
posing and arranging work for television 
— it was clear he had found his man. 

But something deeper bonded the 
two musicians. 

“It was a remarkably spiritual experi- 
ence that we met,” says Leibman. “Right 
off with Brett, our sensibilities, the lexi- 
con, the metaphors, the movie referenc- 
es, the literature references ... We were 
in sync right away. It was just heaven." 

After working for more than a year 
to recover from his surgery and some 
post-op vocal injuries, Leibman holed 
up widi Hughes in his bam-apartment- 
cum-studio. Mercurial Arts * Sciences. 
There they labored on and off for nearly 
17 months to craft Leibman’s personal 
masterpiece. 

The songwriter readily admits diat 
die dozen tunes on I Know They're There 
are fashioned after Randy Newman’s 
classic 1970 album, 12 Songs. Like New- 
man, Liebman uses first-person, char- 
acter-driven narratives and a variety of 
musical styles diat always serve the al- 
bum as a whole. 

As Hughes munches calamari and 
sips a pint of the Shed’s Mountain Ale, 
Leibman explains diat the Newman ref- 
erence is in line with a few basic princi- 
ples the two agreed upon at the project's 
outset: This album had to be about the 
songs. And those songs had to serve die 
greater narrative and flow of the album. 
And, within each song the vocals had to 
be mixed up front. 

“We were referencing music from all 
different eras," Hughes explains. "But 



what we kept going back to [was] '60s 
and '70s singer-songwriter things, espe- 
cially Dylan records, where die vocal is 
right up there.” 

"After all,” Hughes lays out in his 
slight Kansas drawl with a smile, “The 
vocal is the song” 

And it shows. Throughout I Know 
They’re There, Leibman's - the narra- 
tor’s - voice is high in the mix, lending 
the listener dirough tales of lust, nos- 
talgia, lost love, broken people — tales 
of sketchy characters and sometimes 
sketchier situations. His vocals are clear 
and powerful, with a soulful vibrato on 
the long notes and a slightly weadiered, 
honest feel. It's a voice on par with that 
of early Newman, or Warren Zevon, and 
recalls dieyeaming and depth of Spring- 
steen’s epic albums from the 1970s. 

And then there are the arrangements. 

Leibman and Hughes surrounded the 
vocals with an absolute musical dream 
team - and a deep bench. For fans of 
the Burlington music scene, reading the 
liner notes while listening to the album 
can elicit a constant stream of “oohs” 
and “aalis.” Veterans such as bassist Rob 
Morse, keyboardist Ray Paczkowski and 
electric guitarist Mark Spencer form die 


backbone of several tracks. Brett Lanier 
lends soul to a few tunes on pedal steel 
That’s Marie Claire playing die harpsi- 
chord. And who knew Tyler Bolles plays 
bassoon? (Seriously.) Then there are 
string players, including violinist Jane 
Bearden, violist Paul Reynolds and cel- 
list Michael Hakim. And when Johnnie 
Day Durand’s singing saw shows up in 
die same arrangement as die strings, 
one can’t help but wonder who put diis 
whole thing together. 

I Know They’re There is constandy 
mystifying like that. And yet there are 
no moments of novelty. All diat talent 
adds heart and soul to each song - only 
where it's needed. The string section, 
French horn, tuba, vibraphone, toy pi- 
ano — even the old Edison cylinder re- 
cording of Italian tenor Enrico Caruso 
— all serve Leibman’s songs in a way 
that few producers could pull off It’s the 
most quietly ambitious production ever 
recorded by two middle-aged dudes in 
a small, makeshift studio in Burlington. 
Better late than never. © 



Spotlfy and throughstevenlelbman.com. 
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Halloweentown 

Oh, I do love me some Halloween. 

It is, without question, my absolute 
favorite holiday. Unlike Christmas 
or Easter, there are no religious 
overtones — quite the opposite, in fact. 
Unlike Thanksgiving — my second 
favorite holiday — there are no family 
obligations. (Note to my family: love 
you!) Unlike Independence Day, 
there is no forced patriotism. And, 
unlike Kwanzaa, I actually know what 
Halloween is. Halloween is simple. It’s 
fun. It’s goofy. There's candy. What’s 
not to love? 

If there is one drawback to 
Halloween, it’s that comingup with 
a good costume can be a challenge, 
especially if, like me, you put no thought 
into it whatsoever until the last minute. 
And with so much entertainment on 
the docket for the upcoming Halloween 
weekend, it's important to dress the 
part. Ofcourse, you could go the 
standard college-town route: Take an 
otherwise innocuous outfit — nun, 
priest, cop, nurse, etc. — and make it 
slutty. But you’re better than that, right? 
So what follows are some of the more 
interesting Halloween-themed options 
this week. And because our goal at 
Seven Days is to entertain and educate, 
we're including costume suggestions for 
each show. You're welcome. And happy 
Halloween! 


Perhaps you've heard that renowned 
keyboardist marco benevento has been 
thrilling Radio Bean crowds these 
past few weeks during his ongoing 
residency. Well, in addition to his 
Friday-night sets at our favorite cozy 
hipster haunt, he's also got a fascinating 
show coming up this Saturday, October 
29, at the FlynnSpace. Benevento's 
trio is performing an original score he 
composed to roger corman's 1960 film 
adaptation ofEdgar Allen Poe’s The Fait 
of the House of Usher, starring Vincent 
price. Benevento's moody score adds 
a new layer of diabolical creepiness 
to Corman’s cult classic. (Costume 
suggestion: hip-hop mogul usher. 
Alternate suggestion: slutty Usher.) 


Sticking with the Fly mi Space, tills 
Friday, October 28, local gypsy-jazz 
ensemble trio gusto and mike martin 
celebrate the release of their new, 
self-titled record with a 1930s-style 
costume party in the versatile basement 
theater. French-styled swing has seen a 


renaissance in Vermont in recent years, 
as a number of talented bands have 
emerged to sate our collective hunger 
for manouche. However, Trio Gusto 
stand out for their progressive approach 
to the genre and a willingness to not 
be bound by hothouse conventions. 
Their repertoire spans a variety of 
terrain, from serge GAiNSBOURG-stylcd 
French lounge to georges brassens- 
inspired chanson and even a touch of 
cole porter for good measure. But what 
makes Gusto unique is the pairing of 
BUCK MAYNARD'S (eX-BUCK & THE BLACK 
cats) Telecaster guitar and geoff kim's 
slinky clarinet. As vocalist and acoustic 
guitarist Martin describes it in a recent 
email, they boast a "Django-meets- 
george wills" sound. Sold. In addition 
to their original material, Martin 
writes that the band is reworking a 
few genre standards, which is rare in 
gypsy swing. Oh, and the lovely ladies 
of the spielpalastcabaret will serve 
as ushers for the evening. So there’s 
that. (Costume suggestion: duh. 1930s 
attire. Alternate suggestion: slutty 1930s 



Meanwhile, in Montpelier, the main 
event is arguably a costume party with 
'80s New Wave revivalists hot neon 
magic, at the Black Door on Saturday, 
October 29. This one's pretty self- 
explanatory: Just dress in anything 
remotely '80s, which is inherently kind 
of slutty. Done and done. 


Halloween falls on a Monday this 
year, which puts a damper on spooky 
shenanigans October 31. But that 
doesn't mean there isn't any hell to be 


raised that night. And who better to 
lead the party’ than the cool kids from 
DJ collective bonjour-hii? The crew 
takes over the Blue Room at Red Square 
on Monday, October 31, for an epic 
monster mash(up). Also, I’m told oj 
treatz will dress like a leopard. Rawr! 
(Costume suggestion: not a leopard. 
Alternate suggestion: um ... a cheetah?) 


What better way to celebrate All 
Hallow’s Eve than by raising the dead? 
After a monthlong layoff, Metal Monday 
at Nectar’s is resurrected this week, 
highlighted Oowlighted?) by what will 
unfortunately be the final performance 
of MM cofounders nefarious frenzy a 
side project of lendway’s matt hagen, 

FYI. The band is losing its guitarist, 
sean baggs, who is moving to Florida. 
However, Nefarious managed to 
record a new album, which should 
find ou r eager ears soon. Also on the 
Hef/oween Metal Monday bill: abaddon, 
vaporizer and boil the whore. (Costume 
suggestion: Metal Monday usually kinda 
looks like Halloween anyway, so dress 
like Lendway. Alternate suggestion: 
slutty Lendway.) 

BiteTorrent 

Happy birthday, Radio Bean! It’s hard 
to believe^ but the Burlington-based arts 
hub turns it up to 11 this year. Where 
does the time go? The java joint will 
host its annual scene-wide birthday 
bash this Saturday, October 29. The 
lineup features just about every friggin' 
band in town. And free coffee. 
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is a proud, locally-owned, 
independent business that still 
believes in good customer service. 


with hand cut fries and batter dipped 
haddock cooked to order. 

Come in and sec us today! 

iMEltTOillOmi 

Bum«n.'a:;;E5i;3s:ai 


We serve traditional and 





WED. 26 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Rewind with DJ Craig 

CLUB METRONOME: Nero Arter party 
with 2K Deep (electronical, 11 p.m.. 

FRANNY 0’S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.. 

HIGHER GROUNO BALLROOM: 

Stephen Soils. Josh Hlsle (slnger- 
songwrlters). 8 p.m. S30/4S. AA. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO &CAF$: Cody 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic 

NECTAR'S: Jeff Bujak. Lyngulstlc 
Civilians ( IDM, hip-hop), 9 p.m.. $5/10. 


RADIO BEAN: BoD Gagnon & Joe 
Adler (si nger-songwdters), 6 pm.. 
Free. Ensemble V (jazz). 7:30 p.m.. 



cetitral 

BAGITOS. Acoustic Blues Jam, 6 pm. 



champlain valley 




Taking Flight With a background in classical music, the little ST BROS offer a 
decidedly sophisticated brand of folk music. But the California -based cello and banjo duo is hardly 
stufly. Think instrumental virtuosity balanced by a breezy, backwoods soul, music that is both 


intellectually stimulating and emotionally soothing The songbirds fly northeast for three Vermont 
shows this week: Thursday, October 27, at Claire's in Hardwick, Friday, October 28, at Radio Bean 
in Burlington, and Saturday, October 29, at the Skinny Pancake in Burlington. 




THERAPY: Threesome Thursdays 
with DJ Deuces (hip-hop), 10 pm.. 
Free. High Lighter Grafitt! Party with 
DJ Deuces (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. $2/5. 


FRI.28 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: No Dlgglty: 
Return to the ‘90s ('90s dance party), 
9p.m..$S. 

FRANNY 0'S: Smokin' Gun (rock). 

HIGHER GROUNO BALLROOM: 

pm.. $16/18/25. AA 
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Big doings in Montpelier diis Friday, 
October 28, as acclaimed folk-punk 
trio die devil makes three come to town 
to play “Stomp and Smash Irene” at 
the Vermont CollegeofFineArts 
gymnasium to benefit the Vermont 
Community Foundation's Disaster 
Relief for Farmers Fund. DM3 are also 
celebrating die release of a new live 
album called Stomp and Smash - get 
it? - which hit shelves on Tuesday, 
October 25. Also on die bill, honorary 
Vermonters die toughcats and actual 
Vermonters wooden dinosaur. Speaking 
of WD, die indie-folk outfit is fresh from 
an appearance with the low anthem and 
joe pug in New Hampshire last week 
and are nearing completion on a new 
record. That'll be released on their own 
label and may be pressed to vinyl. 



Speaking of new releases, I’m told the 
boys from farm have been holed up in 
the Cave of Legends, hard at work on 
their next record. No word on when it 
might be done, but Farm’s ben maddox 
writes that die band has been churning 
out final mixes. Stay tuned. 


Band Name of the Week; spit jack. This 
local punk outfit is quickly gaining a rep 
as die baddest band in the land, having 
been kicked out of two Vermont venues 
in recent months for some unseemly 
behavior. Will they go for die hat trick 


when they play Manhattan Pizza & Pub 
in Burlington this Saturday, October 29? 
I have no idea But it might be wordi 
attend ing to find out. And if they are 
booted, at least two other solid bands 
are on the bilk skulls, who describe 
themselves as “struggling against 
the current of good vibes and happy 
hippies" in Burlington with a simple 
message of “senseless violence and 
drunken debauchery," and the Queen 
City's sons of death, rough Francis, who 
reportedly have a full-length in the 
works for the new year. By the way, 


Spit Jack also have a new EP on deck, 
Whiskey Eyes, slated for a December 
release. I f any bars will still have them 
at that point, diey might even have a 
release show. Fingers crossed. 


Last but not least, safe travels to 

ALEXANDRIA HALL, aka TOOTH ACHE., who 

takes off on a lengthy national tour next 
week with Michael collins (ex-PRlNCE 
rama). Before she goes, the lo-fi electro- 
pop tunesmith plays a tour-kickoff 
show this Friday at the BCA Center in 
Burlington with Collins, son of salami 
and cosmic matrix. ® 



Listening In 

Once again, this week's totally self- 
indulgent column segment, in which I 
share a random sampling of what was 
on my (Pod. turntable. CD player. 8-track 
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WED -10/26 - NECTARS 

JEFF BUJAK 
LYNGUISTIC CIVILIANS 

CLUB METRONOME 

THE OFFICIAL NERO AFTERPARTY WITH 

2KDEEP & VERY SPECIAL GUESTS 


ClUB METRONOME 

EVENTS ARE OBJECTS 

W/ DJ STE AL WOOL 


FR1 -10/28 - NECTARS 
A PAJAMA JAM FEATURING 

WYLLYS & THE NYC HUSTLERS 

W/ THE EDD 
ClUB METRONOME 

NO DIGGITY 90 S NIGHT 9PM 

•SALSA NI GHT EVERY FRIDAY 7-9 PM 
SAT-.. 

HALLOWI . 

DR RUCKUS 

W/ THUNDER BODY 
ClUB METRONOME 
RETRON OME BO'S NIGHT 9P M 
SUN -10/30 - NECTARS 
Ml YARD REGGAE NIGHT 
CLUB METRONOME 
VPS JERRY GARCIA BAND TRIBUTE 
CATS UN DER THE STARS 
MON -10/31 - NECTARS 
THE RETURN OF METAL MONDAYS 
NEFARIOUS FRENZY • ABADDON 
VAPORIZER • BOIL THE WHORE 
ClUB METRONOME 
FUNKWAGON HALLOWEEN 
W/ TALLGRASS GETDOWN 


FARM FRE9 

WAYLON SPEED • LENDWAY 
BOW THAYER* BEARQUARIUM 
ClUB METRONOME 
BASS CULTURE 
DUB, DUBSTEP & DOWNTEMPO 


j , DVKbmvivn. vi 

& 802 658 4771 


fl 


www.sos-geek.co m 



1-888-SOS-GEEK 

Friendly On-site Computer Support 


Say you saw it in... 


SEVEN DAYS 







music 




HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: 



LEVITY: Friday Night Comedy (standup). 


AJ (hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free. 



central 

BAGITOS: Dan Llptak(jazz). 6 p.m., Free 

BIG PICTURE THEATER & CAFt: Death 



O GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ Jonny P 
“ (Top 40). 9 p.m.. S2. 

S THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANTS, TAP 
< ROOM: DJ Slim Pknz All Request Dance 
z Party (Top40). 10 p.m. Free. 

champlain valley 

SI MAIN: Bobolinks (acappella),7p,m,. 

CITY LIMITS: Top Hat Entertainment 
5 Dance Party (Top40|, 9 p.m.. Free. The 
2 Hitmen (rock). 9 p.m.. Free. 

5 ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open Jazz 



SOUTH STATION RESTAURANT: Josh 

u STARRY NIGHT CAFt: Spooky Blues with 
5 Left Eye Jump (blues). 8 p.m.. Free. 

° TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Benno 
S (dubstep), 10 p.m. Free. 


northern 


rA™ S n^n“ S MOp e m S oI)ratlons 


MATTERHORN: 7lbs of Pork, the Cop 


u RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Friday 
£ Night Frequencies with DJRekkon 
X (hip-hop), 10 p.m., Free. 



champlain valley 


SUN. 30 


Jamaican Me Crazy In a career spanning more than two decades and some 45 
albums, it is remarkable that reggae giants mionite had never worked with a Jamaican producer until now. 
But the St. Croix-based band’s new album. King's Bell, has a distinctly Jamaican feel, as it was recorded 
at Bob Marley's iconic 111(1 Gong Studios and helmed by legendary producer Andrew "Bassie" Campbell. 
The release features some of Jamaica’s finest reggae musicians — including Earl “Chinna” Smith and 
Leroy “Horsemouth” Wallace. This Wednesday, October 26. the band brings its Virgin Islands — now by 
way of Jamaica - brand of irie grooves to the Rusty Nail in Stowe. 


burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME Cats Under the 


HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: 



MONKEY HOUSE: Comedy Night 



RUSTY NAIL: John C Fraser (slnger- 
Move It (Afro-pop). 9 p.m.. NA. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Capital Zen (rodt), 10 p.m,. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

$16/18/25. AA. 

HIGHER GROUND SP 

One Wicked Night (dance party), 8 p.m. 



SAT.29 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Justice (rock). 10 p.m.. 


LIFT: DJ EfX (hip-hop). 10 p.m.. Free. 

MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Rough 
Francis Skulls, Spit Jack (punk). 9 p.m., 

MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE IheTdo 


PARK PLACE TAVERN: Big Boots Oevllle 
(rock). 9:30 p.m.. Free. 

RASPUTIN'S: Nastee (hip-hop). 10 p.m. 
RED SQUARE DJ Raul (sal sal. 5 p.m 

$5. DJ A-Dog (hip-hop). 11:30 p.m. $5. 
Ri RA IRISH PUB: The Blame (rock). 10 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE: If 


T BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR: Open 






NECTAR'S: Mi Yard Reggae Night with 





IE SKINNY PANCAKE: V. 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES Stephen Morabito and 

SWEET CRUNCH BAKE SHOP: Mary 


BANANA WINDS CAFE 8. PUB: in 

CLUB METRONOME Retronome (80s 
dance party), 10 p.m* $5. 



central 

BAGITOS: Irish Session. 2 p.m.. Free Joel 




REVIEW this 



Tommy Alexander, 
Maybe One Day 

(SELf- RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOADI 
The title of Tommy Alexander's latest 
recording, Maybe One Day, reveals 
much about the local “basement soul” 
songwriter. The six songs presented by 
this California-bom and Burlington- 
based tunesmith bristle with cautious 
optimism. But it’s tempered by a 
palpable yearning, a sense of frustrated 
restlessness and unfocused wanderlust. 
Through a churning stream of mostly 
acoustic guitar and voice numbers, 
Alexander plays die part of the 
wounded troubadour, delivering an 
intimate and emotionally vulnerable 
treatise on love, life and loss and 
the dark, quiet comers where diey 
intersect. 

Alexander is a gifted guitarist, 
blessed with nimble fingers, yet, 
refreshingly, he doesn’t overplay. His 
lines are often clean and clear. And 
when they’re not, they’re tastefully 
disjointed and ragged. The album’s 
introductory title cut is one such 
example. His lightly picked, rippling 
progression is pretty, but it carries a 
foreboding undercurrent Fleeting, 
discordant strokes frame die searching 
ruminations diat follow. 

As a lyricist, Alexander is less 
artful but no less effective. His verbal 
turns are generally brusque and 
straightforward, characterized more 
by direct musing than metaphorical 
wordplay — diough he does offer choice 
allegorical nuggets here and there. 
Alexander seems taken with the idea 
of freedom, particularly emotional 
and spiritual. A wry exposition of 
twentysomething apathy, “Dear Fauber" 
is the most explicit example. Here, 


Alexander pleads, "And so we walk the 
weighted path and let the sun become 
our skin / And so we talk all these jaded 
words, though we'll never understand 
/That this train takes a lonely road, it 
rolls on and on and on.” Actually, the 
train probably takes a lonely track. But 
still. 

Even in lesser lyrical moments, 
Alexander is effective through sheer 
force of personality. His voice — which 
at times resembles the fractured, shaky 
croon of a young Conor Oberst — bursts 
with raw, emotional energy. Alexander’s 
performance is often dramatic and 
forceful, but never overbearingor 
melodramatic. His songs are intimate 
and emotionally honest, not pandering 
It’s a fine line that Alexander walks 
confidently. That bodes very well for his 
future endeavors and suggests his “one 
day" is maybe closer titan he thinks. 

Maybe One Day by Tommy 
Alexander is available at 

tommyalexander.bandcamp.com. He 
plays Radio Bean in Burlington this 
Friday, October 28. 

DAN BOLUS 

Chamberlin, 

Cabin Covers EP 

(ROLL CALL RECORDS, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 
Cover songs present an interesting 
artistic opportunity in that they offer 
fans the chance to hear established ^ 
songs in a new light For example, take 
Bon Ivor’s version of “Your Love” by 
the Outfield. In Justin Vernon’s hands 
- or rather his wounded falsetto — the 
song feels darker and more emotionally 
exposed. He lays bare the tune's almost 
unseemly undercurrent of sexual 
yearning that the poppy arrangement of 
the 1985 original somewhat obscures. 

But toying with another artist's 
intellectual property can also pose 
significant risk. In the wrong hands, the 
results can be disastrous (eg., Sixpence 
None the Richer’s shameless slaughter 
of the La’s classic, “There She Goes”). 

Hie key seems to be maintaining 
the integrity of die source material 
while simultaneously imbuing the new 
version with a fresh perspective. Local 
rockers Chamberlin strike that balance 
on an intriguing new collection of cover 
songs, Cabin Covers EP. 

And speaking of Bon Iver, the EP 
gets off to an inauspicious start with 
"Lost in the World." The song is a 
take on a Kanye West take on Bon 
Iver’s “Woods” that made the Internet 
rounds a couple of years ago. Taking 


on the time's multilayered, a cappella 
intro is ambitious, to say the least But 
Chamberlin struggle to do it justice. 
They can be credited for performing 
it au naturel, eschewing the overt 
AutoTune that Vernon employs to such 
unique effect on the original. However, 
while they nail the arrangement, they’re 
often frustratingly off-key. Fortunately, 
those issues are resolved once die 
band members strap on guitars. The 
remainder of the tune is a clever 
adaptation of West’s version and sets 
die stage for what conies next 

The band's version of “Little Secrets” 
by Passion Pit - originally released last 
year as a bonus track to their full-length 
debut, Bitter Blood — is striking as die 
band turns the tune from danceable 
electro-pop into a s weedy brooding 
acoustic ballad. “Go Outside,” by Cults, 
takes on an almost classic R&B feel, 
which is a far cry from that tune's 
original sing-song electro vibe. Vampire 



Weekend’s syndi-pop scorcher “Giving 
Up the Gun” is transformed into a 
loping, alt-country weeper. And EP 
closer "Pumped Up Kicks,” by Foster 
die People, almost sounds as though it 
was meant to be acoustic chamber pop 
instead of a grainy indie-dance track. 

On their Cabin Covers EP, 
Chamberlin offer a collection of 
material that stands on its own simply 
as a great listen. But what makes this 
collection remarkable is the sensitivity 
paid to the source material and the 
cunning ingenuity with which die band 
personalizes the new versions. It's quite 
an achievement, and one of the most 
enjoyable 20 minutes of “local” music 
you’re apt to hear this year. 

Cabin Covers EP is available at 
chamberlin com. All proceeds from 
sales of die EP go to Irene flood-relief 
efforts in Vermont. 

DAN BOLLES 


® GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 



Performing 
Arts Center 


— -LIVE 
Join the adventure! 


to be Announced 
Soon! 
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Wanna Party ? 
Party with ns! 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


1 "'THEATRE 




Myths,Metaphors and Music r 
Goodness, Greed and Gods 
A Powerful Parable of Morality & Society 


DIRECTED BYPETER JACKTKATCH 

NOVEMBER 3 -5 & 10- 13,2011 
Post-Show Discussion 
Following 11/10 Performance 

On Sale Now! 

THE TOYS TAKE OVER CHRISTMAS 
BY PATRICIA CLAPP 
DECEMBER B & 4 @ 10AM, 2PM & 6PM 

BOX OFFICE 802-656-2094 
ORORDERONUNE ANYTIME AT 

WWW.UVMTHEATRE.ORG 



Family Matters On the heels of hosting their own musical festival this past summer, dubbed the Royal Family 
Aflair, instrumental funk-soul triosouLiVE are taking their acton the road with a show they're calling the Royal Family Ball It is 
indeed a regal clan, as the band will be joined by Brooklyn-based brothers in funk lettuce - one of the hottest up-and-coming funk 
bands in the realm. Both groups hold court with a two-night stand at the Higher Ground Ballroom in South Burlington on Friday, 
October 2 8, and Saturday, October 29. 


>E ENGLAND MNE: Cl 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Eat Sleep Funk (rock). 10 


MON. 31 

burUngton area 

CLUB METRONOME: Halloween with 
Funkwagon Tall Grass Get Down 
(funk), 9 p.m.. Free/S3/S. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Taking 
(rock), 8 p.m. S2S/2B. A A. 

NECTAR’S Metal Monday: Nefarious 


RADIO BEAN: Wylie Skye (si nger- 



REDSOUARE Polyester (TOsdance 
party). 7 p.m.. Free Industry Night 
with Robbie J (hip-hop), Tl p.m.. Free 



Night. Bp.m, Free. 


with Dakota (hip-hop) 10 p.m.. Free. 

T BONES RESTAURANT AND BAR: 

Trivia with General Knowledge 7 p.m.. 

central 

CHARLIE O'S: Halloween Party by 
Dubtech Productions, B pm., Free. 


Honky-Tonk Sessions(honky-tonk), 
RED SQUARE: Upsetta Intemauonal 

central 


CHARLIE O'S: Karaoke tO p.m.. Free. 

SUOE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: 



TUE.Ol 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Bl 


champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Oulzz Night (trivia). 7 p. 


WED. 02 


NECTAR'S: H: 

I endway. Bea 


Thayer. Waylon Speer 


CLUB METRONOME PI 
FRANNY O'S: Karaoke 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic 
with Andy Lugo. 10 p.m.. Free 
MONKEY HOUSE: Br er (Indie), 9p.m., 


NECTAR'S: Flat Nose Diesel Bus. 
Jeremy Harple (rock). 9p.m.. Free/$S. 



central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam 5 p.m.. 



champlain valley 

CITY LIMITS Karaoke with Let It Rock 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic, 8p.m.,Free © 









1210 Williston Rd., So. Burlington www.woodenspoonbistro.com 

1 ■■ 'ron; of H ii-;r C'O I : ■ : I ; 802 -C~4 



LIVE MUSIC. 
GREAT DRINK. 
LOCAL BEER. AND 
MOUTHWATERING 
foot;. 


with Pleasure Dome 
Saturday. October 29* 9PM 

Not another bar band... 
buta FULL ON 80S Rock SHOW! 


1190 Mountain Rd Stowe • (802) 253-6245 • www.rustynailbar.coi 
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Home Work 

Andrew Raftery, Fleming Museum of Art 


art 



THESE ARE QUIETLY ASTONISHING ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF TECHNIQUE, SOCIAL OBSERVATION AND, NOT LEAST. PATIENCE. 


V isitors seeking color and pop 
might peek in to Andrew 
Raftery’s exhibit in the 
Fleming Museum of Art’s 
East Gallery ... and decide to give it a 
pass. (After alt there is plenty o f pizzazz 
to be found in the African paintings of 
Wosene Worke Kosrof across die Marble 
Court) But that would be a shame. 
Because, even if Raftery favors austere 
black and white, and his show extols a 
centuries-old medium — copperplate 
engraving — viewers who take the 
time to really look will find themselves 
captivated. There is a lot more than 
meets the cursory glance in the five-part 
print series called “Open House.” These 
are quiedy astonishing achievements of 
technique, social observation and, not 
least, patience. 

Raftery’s vision is utterly unique. 
The professor of printmaking at the 
Rhode Island School of Design uses 
an exacting, ancient process, and nods 
to genre-scene artists of the 17th and 
18th centuries, while expressing fully 
contemporary concepts - in this case 
narratives based on that staple of real 
estate, the open house. In a slide lecture 
at the museum last week, Raftery 
explained that the inspiration lor this 
series, completed in 2008, was taking 
his mother house hunting. Art historian 
§ Jonathan Weinberg, in his essay for the 
h exhibition catalog notes “an enormous 
gulf between the intensity of effort 
2 expended on the process and the 
S banalityofthesubjectmatter." 

And yet, this quotidian activity is 
inherently laden widi richer meanings: 
the mind-sets of buyers, sellers and 
p. real estate agents; the material goods 
2 in the houses that tell stories about 
i consumerism, values, taste and status 
SS (an Alessi teapot here, a Sub-Zero 
S 


fridge there); die concept of home 
itself. For that matter, there are layers of 
connotation in the word “open.” There 
is voyeurism. And there is the temporal 
backdrop of the housing market — at 
a zenith when Raftery worked on tills 
series, at a nadir now. 

Moreover, the artist wonders about 
die relationshipsof the figures he places 
in his scales. Who among these men 
and women are married to each other? 
Is there tension between them? Do the 
two pairs of different-sized men's shoes 
in the bedroom imply a gay couple? 
Whose baby is diat? How do these 
individuals view each other? 

The artist had plenty of time to 
muse on all these considerations; 


“Open House” was two years in 
conceptualization, four years in the 
making. Along the way, Raftery created 
architectural and figure models — small, 
nude maquettes of wax, gessoed white 
- and numerous, increasingly elaborate 
drawings of his scenes before even 
setting burin to copperplate. Fleming 
curator Aimee Marcereau DeGalan’s 
decision to include these meticulous 
preparatory steps in the exhibit was 
brilliant Raftery admitted at his talk 
last week that he had not thought of 
his models and studies as “art.” His 
modier, who is also an artist, disagreed. 
So did DeGalan. Each of these stages 
reveals a gifted hand, and each is starkly 
beautiful. They are also educational, 


providing a rare glimpse into an artist’s 
mind and methods. That’s of value at an 
academic museum. 

Bearing witness to Raftery’s 
painstaking process has a more 
elemental advantage; It helps one truly 
appreciate his masterful engravings, 
to think about 
"how” as well as 
"what.” Today’s 
viewers might 
need reminding 
that, in engraving, every single line 
is made by hand, and each bears the 
heavy responsibility of precision. The 
relative weight and placement of lines 
creates patterns, forms, light, shadow, 
expression — meaning. And, imagine it: 
There is no delete button for mistakes. 

In his essay Weinberg notes that 
Raftery’s process is an excavation 
of Old Master prints, layer by layer, 
deconstructed and reassembled. But 
this, he suggests, “has as much to do with 
post-modern modes of conceptualism 
and appropriation as it does with the 
history of engraving." It also has to do 
will) die artist's predilections. Raftery 
said he is capable of focusing on one 
thing for a long time without growing 
tired of it. “I really like making things 
with my hands and making objects 
that are very highly wrought,” he 
explained. "That is why I am so drawn 
to engraving.” 

In an age of throwaway printed 
materials and instant reproducibility, 
that alone is worth slowing down to 
admire. © 

PAMELA POLSTON 
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S burlington area 

8! ANTONY GALBRAITH: Paintings By the Vermont- 



3 


ART HOP ORIGINAL JURIED SHOW I 


28 at SEABA Center In Burlington. Into. 859 9222. 

CAROL CRAWFORD & ELLEN SPRING lliefell 

In Burlington. Info. 863 8 6458. 8 



TALL: SOMETHING MUST BE DRAWN ABOUT IT: 


Healthy Living In South Burlington. Info. 863-2S69. 




IDA LUDLOW: 'Grotesquerta.' murk in', pi red by 
the depths ol Lake Champlain and the Day of the 
Dead. Through October 31 at The Daily Planet In 
Budington, Info. 917-287-9370. 




LISTINGS ARE RESTRICTEDTO AR 


IE DISCRETION OF THE EH 
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. D I MAGES BY THURSDAYS AT NOON ON OUR FO 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERESeSEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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BURLINGTON-AREA ART SHOWS « P.63 




BRIAN ZEIGLER: 'Untitled Composites.' black- 

Capitol Grounds In Montpelief. Info curator® 

BRYAN PFEIFFER: Wings' nature photograph/ by the 
cohost of WDEVft 'For the Birds* Through November 
23 at Korongo Gallery in Randolph Inf 0,723-6788. 

S t e w ProC|ter.BriKKlon Swift and James^nnng 

October 31 at Spotlight Gallery in Montpelier, mrct 

CAROL MACDONALD: Line/Structure/Pattem, 

Vermont Supreme Court Lobby In Montpell er. Info 
828-0749. 





OOANAKSIS: LEAF PEEPER EXHIBITION': Work by 
the Upper Vail ey community art group. Through 

674-9616. 

■PARADISE LOST/PARADISE FOUND’: Paintings 

7 at Plainfield Commuiity Center. Info 223-6805. 

PAT ADAMS & BHAKTI ZIEK: Geomancer.' paint- 
ings by Adams: textiles by Zlek. Through November 
21 at BlgTown Gallery In Rochester. Info. 767-9670. 



CASSINOFECHTER Paintings. In the Third Floor 
Gallery. Through November S at Studio Place Arts 

THE BODY HUMAN: OFF THE WALL AND ON': 





END OF SEASON 

MARKDOWN 


Woh Dinye Mahmadi 

“Everyone Forgive Mahmadi" 


A Performance of Traditional 



Presented by leh . 


Dance and Drum Theater 


West African Music, 
Dance and Song 


Show times: I Tickets: 

Sat OCT 29 2pm www.flynntix.org 
Sat OCT 29 8pm 802-859-1803 
Sat NOV 5 8pm | ^.j^u.ora 
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Katherine Taylor-McBroom In the old Nordi 

Ferrisburgh house where they once lived, Taylor-McBroom and her family often heard 
footsteps that didn't belong to them. Then would come the sound of knocking and voices. 
A magnet once flew right off the fridge. Another time, when Taylor- McBroom was home 
alone, she felt someone pull her hair. After her 2-year-old son told her he could see and 
talk to the spirits, the family finally called in die Green Mountain Paranormal Society, 
which picked up eight different EVPs (electronic voice phenomena), proof that ghosts 
were among them. "I was terrified most of the time,'' writes Taylor-McBroom in an email. 
"Worried for my child. I never really slept" T hey moved out after a year, but the experience 
inspired Taylor-McBroom's chilling mixed-media works, tided "Paranormal Hollow," at 
Uncommon Grounds through November 27. Brave it if you dare. Pictured: "Baby.” 




Lorraine Reynolds 

The found objects that make up Reynolds' 
assemblages are mundane: broken 
dolls, a yellowed page from an anatomy 
book, a wooden box. But after Reynolds 
is finished arranging diem, the pieces 
become portals to past lives. A Fashion 
Institute of Technology graduate who 
now runs the technical design department 
at Burton Snowboards. Reynolds uses 
her keen eye for composition to channel 
bygone spirits, breathing new life into 
the discarded objects of long-forgotten 
people. Her show “Ghost Stories” is at 
Townsend Gallery at Black Cap Coffee 
in Stowe through October 31. Pictured: 
"Proportion of a Man's Heart.” 







Register for an online information session today 

( 866 ) 282-7259 

MASTERS.CH AM PLAIN .EDU 


PLA 

NET 

96.7 


MASTER YOUR FUTURE 

Online Graduate Studies at Champlain College 


MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION (MBA): Earnthe 
gold-standard management credential 
to advance your career— add a 9-credit 
concentration to further differentiate yourself 
in the market. 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MANAGING 
INNOVATION & INFORMATION 
technology (MSMiiT): Develop the 
management- based skills to drive decisions 
in a world "alive with information.” 


Lady Gaga & Bruno Mars 
are talking to Elvis Duran! 


Meanwhile... The morning show 
at 95.5 just talk to themselves. 



movies 


Paranormal Activity 3 ★ ★ i 


S ince the creators of The Blair 
Witch Project struck it rich in 
1999. attempting to replicate their 
success by replicating their found- 
footage formula has become an increasingly 
normal activity among filmmakers. This 
week's case in point is a three-quel jobbed 
out to codirectors Henry Joosi and Ariel 
Schulman, the big-screen pranksters behind 
the fake documentary Catfish. 

I'm not sure which 1 find mom difficult 
to comprehend: the fact that numerous 
reputable reviewers and media outlets insist 
to this day that Catjis ft was on the up and 
up, or the credit Joost and Schulman have 
widely received for revitalizing a franchise 
that had begun to slump. Don't be fooled by 
its record-breaking box office: Any way you 
cut it, the third in this series isn't any more 
unsettling, cleverly crafted or entertaining 
than its predecessors. Paranormal Activity 3 
is simply more of the same 

By some means that screenwriter Chris- 
topher B. Landon (son of the late actor Mi- 
chael) doesn't even pretend to explain, the 

of home videos shot in 1988. They are pre- 
sented in the order in which they were 


filmed and follow a young Carlsbad. Calif., 
household consisting of a wedding photog- 
rapher named Dennis (Christopher Nicholas 

her two preteen daughters. Katie (Chloe 
Csengery) and Kristi (Jessica Tyler Brown); 
and an invisible, malevolent entity whom 
Kristi addresses as Toby. 

If some of the names ring a bell, that % be- 
cause we met the grown-up versions of these 
girls in the previous films. Katie Featherston 
starred as Kade, one half of the couple who 

tivity. Sprague Grayden played Kristi in the 
follow-up. a prequel to the first film, which 
had Tbby dropping in on the adult sister and 
her family. This second prequel, set even 
earlier, reveals that the relationship between 
the evil presence and the two women goes 
way back. One might expect it to shed new 
light on the purpose of all the paranormal 
pop-ins, but no such luck. Even after the the- 
ater lights come up, the audience remains in 
the dark. 

So, back to late-’SOs Carlsbad: As is cus- 
tomary in the series, the first half of the mov- 
ie establishes characters, te ases the audience 
with things going bump in the night and fails 


to explain why an evidently haunted house's 
residents would consider setting up video 
cameras a preferable alternadve to hauling 
ass. In the second half as is his way, Toby be- 
comes increasingly less playful 

There arc indeed jolts here for the pa- 
tient, but none that are particularly inventive 

troduction near the film's end of a witch’s co- 
ven, of all things, feels ill advised and semi- 
desperate. Like its predecessors, Paranormal 
Activity 3 ultimately raises more questions 
than it answers. 

Who's treating us to this homemade film 
festival? Who edited the miles of video? 
When they're fast-forwarded to indicate the 
passage of time, who’s at the controls? For 
that matter, who’s loading the tapes into the 


VHS player in the first place? 

1 have a further question 1 haven't seen 
raised anywhere else. Think about this sto- 

ban family whose home Iras been invaded 
by a supernatural force. That force expends 
much of its supernatural energy on rearrang- 
ing furniture - particularly in the kitchen 

Sound familiar? That's because what we've 
got here is basically Poltergeist minus the 
weird old short woman. The only significant 
difference is that one relies on the found- 
footage gimmick, and one doesn't. My ques- 
tion is, what's gained? 

RICK KISONAK 
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REVIEWS 


Local Films at VTIFF: 
Soul Keeper, The Dragon 
Wall, Circus Dreams 


S equins! Stunts! Derring-do! 
Things that go bump in the night 
extremely loudly! No, I’m not 
playing carnival barker for The 
Three Musketeers or Paranormal Activity 3 
- just describing three accomplished Ircal 
films that screened last weekend at the Ver- 
mont International Film Festival. For more, 
check out vtiff.org 

Carl has hit rock bottom. He goes for a 
booze -fueled joyride in the Northeast King- 
dom, hits a nee and wakes up in Purgatory. 
Or is that dude in the white robes, who urges 
Carl to repent, really just a psychopath? 

Based on a Joseph Citro story, Middle- 
bury director Tim Joy's half-hour film “Soul 
Keeper" unfolds like a “Twilight Zone" epi- 
sode. While the plot is minimal, Joy and his 
crew pull out all the resources of light, set 
design, music and editing to convey Carl's 
fraying sanity as he starts to wonder wheth- 
er he has, in fact, entered a Dantean afterlife. 
They're aided by strong performances from 
Andrew Butterfield as Carl and Paul Schna- 
bel as his deceptively soft-spoken captor. 

The film's final twist is so abrupt it loses 


some of its impact, but, overall, “Soul Keep- 
er” is an impressive production that looks 
and sounds as good as any recent TV hor- 
ror anthology. (Stunts? Aerial shots? It has 
'em.) The script never delves deeply into its 
issues of faith and guilt, but the film deliv- 
ers a chilly blast of cerebral terror anyway. It 
screens again on Sunday, October 30, at 2:30 
pm. at the Palace 9 Cinemas in South Bur- 
lington. 

A quest fantasy with an outdoor setting 
and a cast of four kids. Most low-budget 
filmmakers who tried to combine those un- 
wieldy elements would get, to put it bluntly, 
a mess. But Mark Freeman and Brandon Si. 
Cyr, both of Lamoille County, made it work 
in their 27-minute film “The Dragon Wall," 

That's partly because director of pho- 
tography Christian Clark - who's made lo- 
cal ads for Mount Mansfield Media - gives 
vibrant detail to the autumn woodland set- 
ting. And it’s partly because Freeman and St. 
Cyr have the sense to ground their fantasy in 
the real scenario of kids using imagination 
to create adventure in their own backyard. 
The filmmakers may not havemillion-dollar 



effects, but they do have a light touch that's 
lacking in too many recent Hollywood fam- 

S peaking of wonders that happen in our 
own backyards - they can be easy to take for 
granted. In Vermont, one of those wonders 
is the youth troupe Circus Smirkus, which 

When filmmaker Signe Taylor brought 
her kids to a Smirkus show in Massachu- 
setts, she was amazed by the joy ofthe young 
troupers - a stark contrast with the high 
schoolers she'd been teaching, she said at 
a VTIFF Q&A. In 2006, Ihylor - who has 
since moved to Norwich, VL - went on the 
road with Smirkus and a camera crew. The 
result is Circus Dreams, a feature-length doc- 
umentary that weaves the kids' stories into a 
surprisingly dramatic narrative. 

The film's narrator is Joy Powers, a high 


schooler who auditions for Smirkus as a 'girl 
clown" — still a rare phenomenon. As Joy 
strives to prove that females can be funny, 
we meet other new troupers, including a the- 
ater geek hoping to find his people under the 
big top; and a 13 -year-old chasing her circus 
dream all the way from Hawaii. 

Taylor had access to auditions, perfor- 
mances, backstage adolescent shenanigans 
and the adult directors' bouts of anxiety 
about weathering the recession. Her teen 
subjects clearly trusted her, and their per- 
sonalities give Circus Dreams its charm. Af- 
ter sweating through a show on a 100 -degree 
afternoon with the graceful, Spandex-dad 
aerialists, you'll never take Smirkus for 
granted again. 

MARGOT HARRISON 






NEW IN THEATERS 

EL BULLI: COOKING IN PROGRESS: Gereon 
Wetzers documentary gives foodies a look 
behind the scenes at Spanish chef Ferran 
Adna's pioneering restaurant (108 min. NR. 
Savoy) 

made Gallaca. returns with a new dystopian 
thriller abouta world where the aging gene has 
been switched off and everyone looks 25 until 
death. just like in Hollywood. Justin Tlmberlake 
(30). Cillian Murphy (35) and Amanda Seyfried 
(actually 25) star. (109min.PG-13. Capitol 

LE HAVRE: Set in the French portcity. this 
drama from Finnish director Aki Kaurismaki 
tells the story of a shoeshine man who aids a 
young undocumented immigrant. With AndrS 
Wilms. Kati Outlnen and Blondin Miguel. (93 
mm. NR. Starts 10/31 at Palace) 

feline goes after the goose with the golden 
eggs in DreamWorks: animated piequel-slash- 
spinoff of the Shrek films. With the voices of 
Antonio Banderas. Salma Hayek and Zach 
Galifianakis. Chris Miller directed. (90 min. 

PG. Bijou. Essex (3-D). Majestic (3-0). Palace 
Paramount |3-D], Stowe. Welden] 

THE RUM DIARY: In this adaptation of Hunter 

journalist who takes a job in Puerto Rico for the 
easy life but soon finds intrigue and corruption. 
With Aaron Eckhart Richard Jenkins and 
Amber Heard. Bruce (Withnail and 1) Robinson 
directed. (120 min. R. Capitol Essex, Majestic 
Palace. Roxy) 

NOW PLAYING 


SO /SO***** SethRogen and Joseph 
Gordon- Levitt play two good friends grappling 
with the discovery that one of them has cancer 



THE BIG YEAR*** Three friends flee their 
real-life dilemmas to engage In a yearlong 
cross-country bird-spotting competition in 


this comedy from director David ( Marley & Me) 



BOBBY FISCHER AGAINST THE WORLD*** * 

Liz Garb us’ documentary chronicles the 
troubled life of the chess champion, from 



COURAGEOUS** Four cops who are also 

streets and at home in this Inspirational drama 
from director Alex (Fireproof) Kendrick. With 
Kendrick. Ken Bevel and Kevin Downes. (130 
min. PG-13. Essex: ends 10/27) 


ratings 

* = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, but not a lot 
*** = has its moments: so-so 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWE 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AH 

COURTESY OF METACRfflCCOM. W' “ 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


IE COUNTRY’S MOST WIDELY 


THE DEBT*** Two retired Mossad secret 
agents find themselves revisiting one of their 
successful Nazi-hunting missions in this 
thriller from director John (Shakespeare in 
Love) Madden. Starring Jessica Chastain Helen 
Mirren Sam Worthington and Tom Wilkinson. 
(114 min, R. Big Picture) 

DOLPH IN TALE*** A marine biologist and a 
young boy fight to save a dolphi n caught in a 
trap in this family drama based on a true story. 
With Harry Connick Jr, Ashley Judd. Nathan 
6am ble and Morgan Freeman. Charles Martin 
Smith directed. (112 min. PG. Bijou. Essex (3-D). 


DRIVE* ***1/2 Ryan Gosling plays a 

for his life in this festival -favorite action flick 
from director Nicolas Winding Refn. With Carey 
Mulligan, Albert Brooks. Christina Hendricks 
and Bryan Cranston. (100 min. R. Roxy: ends 
10/27) 


FOOTLOOSE*** Craig (Black Snake Moan) 


remake of the 1984 teen flick about a rebellious 
lad who introduces dancing to a repressed 
town, but that’s what he did. With Kenny 
Wormald, Julianne Hough and Dennis Ouaid. 
(113 min, PG-13. Bijou. Capitol Essex. Majestic. 


THE GUARD**** An FBI agent (Don Cheadle) 
reluctantly teams up with a corrupt local cop 
(Brendan Gleeson) to chase drug dealers in 


buddy movie. Written and directed by John 
Michael McDonagh brother of playwright 
Martin. (96 min. R. Savoy) 

THE HELP**1/2 In 1960s Mississippi a 

servants who wait on her privileged class in 
this adaptation of Kathryn Stockett’s best- 
selling novel. With Viola Davis. Octavia Spencer. 
Bryce Dallas Howard and Sissy Spacek. Tate 

Welden) 

THE IDES OF MARCH**l/2 George Clooney 
directed this behind-the-scenes presidential 
campaign drama, based on a play by former 
Howard Dean staffer Beau Wllllmon. He also 
plays the candidate: Ryan Gosling Is his press 

Seymour Hoffman. (98 min. R. Capitol Essex. 

JOHNNY ENGLISH REB0RN**l/2 In a sequel 
to the 2003 comedy many of us have forgotten 
existed. Rowan Atkinson plays Britain’s most 
confident — but not most competent — secret 

and Dominic West Oliver Parker directed- (101 

THE LION KING (IN 3D)**** The 1994 Disney 
animation about a cub's coming of age returns 
to theaters with an added dimension for a 
two-week run. (88 min. G. Essex. Majestic) 
MIDNIGHT IN PARIS**** An American 
screenwriter (Owen Wilson) vacationing in Paris 

latestfrom Woody Allen. With Rachel McAdams. 
Marlon Cotillard and Tom Hiddleston. (98 min. 
PG-13. Roxy) 


VERMONT'S LONGEST RUNNING 

FILM FESTIVAL 
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APPEARANCES BY FILMMAKERS! 


VERMONT FILMMAKERS' SHOWCASE! 
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CUBAN FILMS! 


EGYPTIAN SHOWCASE! 
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MONEY ball**** Brad Pitt plays the 
Oakland AS’ general manager in this drama 
loosely based on Michael Lewis! best seller 
about how to assemble a winning baseball 

Seymour Hoffman. Bennett (Capote) Miller 
directed. (126 min. PG-13. Big Picture. Capitol 
Essex. Majestic, Marquis. Palace, Roxy, Stowe) 
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3**l/2 Henry Joost 
and Ariel Schulman (Catfish) directed the third 
installment in the round-footage horror trilogy 
about a supernatural entity working out its 
unresolved issues with a suburban family. With 
Katie Featherston. Sprague Grayden and Chloe 
Csengery. ( 81 min. R. Bijou. Essex, Majestic. 
Marquis. Palace, Paramount. Roxy. Welden) 
REAL STEEL*** Robots! Boxing! Those two 
words should guarantee a good take for this 

luck boxer (Hugh Jackman) who gets replaced 
by fighting machines, then decides to make 
his own. With Dakota Goyo, Evangeline Lilly 
and Anthony Mackie. Shawn (Date Night) 

Levy directed. (127 min, PG-13. Capitol. Essex. 
Majestic Palace, Stowe) 

THE THING**l/2 A team of scientists in 

Carpenter’s 19S2 horror remake. Matthijis van 
Heijningen Jr. directed. With Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead. Joel Edgerton and Adewale 
Akmnuoye-Agbaje. (102 min. R. Essex. Majestic 
Palace, Paramount: ends 10/27) 


THE THREE MUSKETEERS** Proving that 


■rebooted," bullet-timed and 3-D-ified. director 
Paul (Resident E vil: Afterlife) W.S, Anderson 
offers his take on the Alexandre Dumas tale of 
swordplay and intrigue in 17th-century France. 


Jovovich and Orlando Bloom. (100 min. PG-13. 
Bijou. Capitol (3-D). Essex (3-D). Majestic [3-01. 
Palace. Welden) 


NEW ON VIDEO 

ATTACK THE BLOCK: Kids from inner-city 


executive producer Edgar (Shaun of the Dead] 
Wright, With John Boyega, Jodie Whittaker and 
Alex Esmail, Check out Margot Harrisons review 
this Friday on our staff blog Blurt. (SB min R) 
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE FIRST 
AVENGER***l/2The Marvel master plan 
proceeds apace with this World War ll-era origin 
story of a 96-pound weakl ing (Chris Evans) who 
becomes a turbo-charged freedom fighter. With 
Hayley Atwell. Tommy Lee Jones and Hugo 
Weaving. Joe Johnstondirected. [124 min 
PG-13) 



the voices of John Cleese. Jim Cummings. 

Bud Luc key and Craig Ferguson. Stephen J. 
Anderson and Don Hall directed. (69 min. G) ® 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


I 

I 


ROLE RECALL Yes, the face is familiar, but can you 
place the movies in which this week's featured performer played 
each of the characters shown? 



Vermont Fresh 

Network 
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such a door. Through luck or skill or a blend Of CHECK OUT HOB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 
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3 CHOCOLATES’ 


111) ■ 

CHo 


TQB' RFE8T 


OCT. 27-30 


Special Event Pricing on Chocolates! 

FREE Tours, Taste Workshop* 




= NEWS QUIRKS bvrolano sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Stephen Frankie Daniel, 21, was caught 
robbing a gas station convenience store 
in Sndlville, Ga., by police Lt. B.W. 
Brown, who happened lobe waiting 
in line behind him. "The manager was 
laughing at the time he was putting 
the money in the bag because he was 
looking at me over the guy who was 
robbing him,” Brown said, noting 
that Daniel apparently didn't notice 
Brown's uniform or the plainly marked 
Snellville Police Department pickup 
truck parked outside the store. (At- 
lanta Journal Constitution) 

Michael Wayne Aurillo, 27, stole a char- 
ity collection jar containing $35.78 from 
the counter of a convenience store 
in Williston, Fla, only to be arrested 
before he could make off with the loot 
because off-duty Marion County sher- 
iff's Sgt William Dietrich was standing 
behind him. (Gainesville Sun) 

Epic Wiener 

Brandon Kelly, 31, admitted to throw- 
ing a hot dog at golfer Tiger Woods 
during a tournament in Santa Clara 
County, Calif., and explained he was 
inspired by die movie Drive, about 
a stunt driver who moonlights as a 
getaway driver. “As soon as the movie 
ended, I thought to myself, T have to 
do something courageous and epic. I 
have to throw a hot dog on die green 
in front of Tiger,’" Kelly said. The 
National Hot Dog and Sausage Council 
promptly condemned Kelly for “a 
violation of hot dog etiquette." “Hot 
dogs are meant to be enjoyed,” council 
President Janet Riley pointed out, “not 
weaponized.” (Santa Rosa Press Demo- 
crat, National Hot Dog and Sausage 
Council) 

Where Doo-Wop Lives 
Forever 

Pittsburgh public television station 
WQED announced it’s devoting a new 
channel to airing pledge drives from its 
archives of “several hundred hours," 
dating back to 1993. Besides its own 
pledge shows, WQED Showcase in- 
tends to broadcast ones from other pub- 
lic stations. “A lot of people really like 
pledge programming,” station president 
Deborah Acldin insisted. (Current) 

Second -Amendment 
Follies 

Chaz Ursomanno, 22, was hospitalized 
with life-threatening injuries after he 
accidentally shot himself in the head 
while showinghis girlfriend a hand- 
gun. Naomi EnselL 24, told Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s deputies she asked 
Ursomanno to put the gun away, but he 
insisted the weapon was safe. To prove 
it, he held the gun to his head and 
pulled the trigger. The gun didn’t fire. 


He then pointed the gun at his head 
a second time and fired. This time, it 
went off. (Associated Press) 

Do Bears Drive in the 
Woods? 

Authorities said a bear broke into a 
2002 Toyota Prius parked at a cabin 
in Lake Tahoe, Calif, then went on a 
rampage when it couldn't figure out 
how to exit the vehicle. “You could 
look down and see the bear in the car, 
and its arms were just flailing all over 
the place, through the windows and 
everything" said Brian McCarthy, 61, 
who watched with his family as the 
bear locked, scratched, bit and tore 
at the car’s interior, ripped open die 
seats, and bit a chunk out of the steer- 
ing wheel. Then the bear shifted the 
Prius into neutral ft rolled backward 
out of the driveway, picked up speed, 
hopped a small rock wall and stopped 
on a neighbor's porch steps. After the 
bear finally escaped, McCarthy re- 
ported the incident "It's definitely not 
a normal thing to hear about,” South 
Lake Tahoe police Lt. David Stevenson 
said. (Contra Costa Times) 

Storm Clouds 

Brett Cummins, 33, a TV weatherman 
in Little Rock, Ark., was found in an 
unfilled hot tub with a naked dead 
man. The victim, Dexter Paul Wil- 
liams, 24, was wearing a chain around 
his neck that MaumeUe police Officer 
Gregory Roussie described as "silver 
in color and consistent with what I 
believed to be a dog collar." Although a 
witness said the two had been drink- 
ing and snorting drugs when they 
climbed into the hot tub, police filed 
no charges, saying foul play isn’t sus- 
pected. Cummins resigned his job with 
KARK-TV anyway. (New York's Daily 
News) 

Italian authorities charged seven sci- 
entists with manslaughter for failing 
to warn residents of a 6.3-magnitude 
earthquake that killed 308 people 
in and around LAquila in 2009. The 
seven defendants are accused of giving 
“inexact, incomplete and contradictory 
information" after smaller tremors oc- 
curred in the six months leading up to 
the quake. (Associated Press) 

Almost as Annoying as 
Robo-Calls 

Authorities trying to collect delinquent 
property taxes in the India city of 
Bangalore dispatched workers to beat 
drums outside the homes and offices of 
people who owe money. “The more the 
noise, the more the embarrassment," 
city corporation Commissioner Sid- 
daiah said, explaining the city is owed 
nearly $40 million in unpaid taxes. “In 
a way, tins is shock treatment." (BBC 
News) 


OUR COMMUNITY IS PART 
OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY. 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE FOR DENGUE FEVER. 


Outpatient Clinical Research 

VACCINE STUDY 


• A 1 -year study with two 

• Healthy Adults 


Ages 18-50 

placebo 

• Screening visit, dosing 

• Up to $2 120 compensation 

visit and follow-up visits 


For more information and scheduling, leave your name, 
phone number, and a good time to call back. 


0 UNIVERSITY 
V VERMONT 


Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VacdneTestingCenter@uvm. 


■edu 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



"Amazing! Really amazing. Everyone was great. They 
took such good care of Hayden. ..and us. He spent the 
first night in the nursery under observation. ..which 
was really hard but Sue helped us so much. She 
answered questions and explained it all. She calmed 
us down. Stevie is helping us with nursing. She is so 
patient and spends lots of time with us. It's really 
helpful. He's my first baby. " 

And he is a ten pound baby at that! When we stopped 
by Hayden Anthony Sweeney was happily snuggling 
with mom Paula Sweeney and dad Steven Perrin. He's 
a lucky guy - his parents are naturals. We think he 
looks a lot like his mama and dad agrees. The new 
family lives in Randolph. We wish them all the best. 



^ ^Central Vermont Medical Center 
¥ Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 
to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 



Roger E. Ehret. 
MD. Ob/Gyn 


A 



Deborah lerard, 
MD. Pediatrician 



Stevie Balch. RN. 
CBE, IBCLC 
Lactation 
Consultant 
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povERK IN THIS eocNt 
vAtm o' &ianito! 




Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 




Exactly. One day you'll reach my age. and 
any capacity for wonder levity or romance 
you still possess will be mercilessly tested 
daily by mundane and soul-killing realities. 



T.*ySeM:v/ O ©ion 

pear tiny 

I just turned 31, Im Simple, 
Still 6,01 uc , to school , and 
I CAN'T 6£*r STARCRAf T IT. 
WHAT Do I Do WITH MY L|f£? 

'AIMLWS 

P fi-OI/O, UT 


g 

Cot out the Toll ooii/jq, 

mUdAMAL itJvesr/GAToitr 

PANELS, Pur THEM IN A SAG 

You SAT You* HOUSE 

Peach ih ijitw roup ercs 

IS "if HAUNTED P^OOlI 

Closed, and cnoose x oog. 

i'll Be RIGHT OUER 

ft^AND N£cU Life. 

To CHECK - IT OUT/ 
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I MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.22) FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.72) NEWS QUIRKS (R73) 
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An audio/visual 
depiction of a 
dynamic decade 
through the lens 
of Seven Days' 
photographer 
Matthew Thorsea 

A touring time capsule 
that combines 



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 

MAGLIANERO 47 MAPLE STREET. BURLINGTON. FREE/ALL AGES 

INDIECON HARDCORE SHOWCASE 

WITH: MY REVENGE, GET A GRIP, 

NO SUBMISSION, GROUND ZERO 



Seven Days delivers deeply discounted DealTickets 
on local concerts, shows, plays, sports, comedy and more! 
In between ticket deals, look for discounts on 
local shopping, services and dining. 

Sign up to receive DealTicket emails today at 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 

IBBRl 

REAL VOCAL 
STRING QUARTET 

Saturday, Oct. 29 
stfcee $7.95 

Vergennes Opera 
House, Vergennes 
A unique show you 
won't want to miss as 
these San Francisco- 
based musicians 
take the East Coast 
by storm. 



PRINTS FROM THE EXHIBIT ARE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE AT WWW, CREATIVEHABITATVT.COM, 


MADE POSSIBLE WITH CENEROUS SUPPORT FROM: 

^2? JSxp A V creative ft 
5S “***? habitat 


[TITLE OF SHOW] 

Fri.-Sun„ Nov. 4-6 $W $9 
Valley Players Theater, 
Waits field 

Come watch four friends 
write a new musical in this 
fun, fast paced show. 








V- MINDED AND NEW 


FERSoNHlS 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



W5MEN Aeekii^WEIM 

WRITING CHALLENGED. BIG HEART 

sparkle with delight at observing/ 

work volunteer, and en|o» whatever else 
time allows - perhaps to Include you. if 
you're thoughtful, smart tactile spirited, 
physical ly fit. Bonu s points If you're 



wlndexgtrl 42 a.D, » 11944 S C,J 


REDHEADED CHEMIST SEEKS 
WOOOSMAN 



Every day presents a new opportunity 
participating In the cosmic giggle. Music 


you're thoughtful, smart tactile spirited. 



W5ME N W5ME.M 

SEARCHING FOR BALANCE 







ARTISTIC. GROUNDED. CURIOUS AND 
INSIGHTFUL 



CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
Allthe action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 

this person online. 
^ 3 * Hear this person's 

NoToim'NET? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4556 











give, xtalglrl 53 0*108439 






ENTHUSIASTIC. AOVENTUROUS, 
CHIVALROUS, CURIOUS, INQUISITIVE 

I am a simple man that's spontaneous 





pRSFili oF 1HI WEEK: 


WoMW^WoMEN 

GIRL WITH FRECKLES LIKE STARS 

Just moved back to the state. Looking for a butch girl to 
wine-and-dine with. Let's hang, go apple picking or meet for 
coffee, and see where things go! freckleslikestars, 22, □, 
#122208 


FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: Quote a line from your 
favorite movie. "You know, going back in time, changing 
history... that's cheating' 




MSrE RISQUE? 

TURN THE PAGE . 
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CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| ~ I See photos of 

this person online. 

^!mw Hear this person's 
voice online. 

NoT oAl 1HS TMir? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 



SEXY LOVER 



WooflTleonl 59, B, a, 0122279 


HARD WORKER 



STAR WARS NERO 

Am looking (or first time ana to get 

OlHEfi 


Deeply commuted couple seeking 

starwarsdude 28. Q. *122277 

and uninhibited sexually. Us: 

NEOLOVER, COLLEGEBOY, ROUSED 

fuil-tlme)obs anddlversesexual' 11 ' 

far a remale regroup or remalesTor 

STD-free: opentopolyamorous 

p .™r.°'r" gy . a ^^ a8lnatloa 

an adventuresome coupl e to have 


Replies must Include recentpics. 

Tm look for someone who stncly wants 


always and ol course all sorts of things 

KISSING, ORGASMS 

»■** 

without stepping Into the sexual. We'd 

kind of relationship, just to have some 

at your levelTfcomfort. Softness of ^ 

page pathfmder802 43 >122273 

sexual, sensual massages, or ones that 


massage Is an amazingly sensuous 

who likes all kind of play spanking 

orgasm. Lascivious 57, □, >117437 


I K!NK oF INI WEEK: 

WBMENieeki^ 

LITTLE GOTH GIRL 

I am newly single and looking for someone to have casual 
sex with. I like slightly older men, like in their late twenties 
and thirties. MissGracie, 20, □, #122301 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: Great sex calls for lots of... 

sounds! Talking, moaning, slapping, etc. 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


LEWIS BLACK IN PARAMOUNT 
BALCONY 



saying you will matchany^darej 




You: Man. Me: Woman. >909599 



You: Woman. Me: Man a a909S98 






You: Woman. Me: Man. >909597 


HOTTIE IN A SILVER TOP 

long dark hair, sparkling silver tap. Me: 

glances. You came back I n to pick up 


BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 


properties online: 


sevendaysvt.com/ 

homes 






Man. Me: Woman. >909593 











LANDFILL RD SB 



hoping you still are. Young guy always 



You: Man. Me: Woman. >909580 





a wonderful relationship with a wonderful 
woman. We've been together for three and a half 
years, and we were really good friends for many 
years before that. We share many values and ideas 
about life, we work and live well together, we enjoy 
spending time together doing lots of different 
things, and we’re both still very much physically 
attracted to each other. 

We’re pretty sure we want to be together for 
many, many years, but I have one reservation: 
neither of us has ever been in a relationship with 
— or slept with , or e ven ki ssed — another person. I s 
it important to have multiple sexual/relationship 
experiences (to give you something to judge your 
current, wonderful relationship by, or just so you 
know what other people are like) before you settle 
down with one person? Or is it a dumb idea to 
jeopardize a wonderful relationship just because 
you think you ought to sleep with other people? 


DeoJiJVfo Cowj^aJuioR, 


If it ain't broke, don't fix it. 

No matter how much sexual experience two 
people have had, physical attraction waxes and 
wanes throughout the life of a relationship. You 
and your partner will have periods of time when 
you cant keep your hands off of one another, 
and other times when you can't get far enough 
away — it's par for the course and has nothing to 
do with previous sexual activity (or lack thereof). 

In the grand scheme of things, you’re not unique; 
you still have to do what we promiscuous- turned- 
monogamous folks have to do — be open and 
honest with your partner, ask her for what you 
desire, and do your best to fulfill her fantasies. Your 
sexual predilections are sure to change overtime, 
but if you both commit to honoring those changes, 
you have as much of a shot at staying together as 
the rest of us sluts. 

That said, maybe don't rush into things. 
Remember, you can be together for many, many 
years without making traditional commitments of 
marriage or homeownership, both endeavors that 
legally bind you to one another. You know., just in 
case you can’t live without tasting someone else's 
forbidden fruit. 


[iouii one and. o 


Need advice? 

Email meatmistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvt.com /blogs 








